10th Grade World History III – The 20th Century
Mr. Greg Harrington

Contact Info:

School Phone Number: 
(425).837.6000
Email Address:

(school) Harringtong@Issaquah.wednet.edu
Website:


https://sites.google.com/site/harringtonshistorysite/ 




Introduction:

Welcome! I am looking forward to a great year and I hope you are as well.  I hope that as the year progresses we will learn more about each other, the world we live in, and how it got the way it is.  I have some important beliefs about learning and about this course I’d like to briefly share:

· Everyone is capable of earning an A in this class 
· Everyone has valuable ideas to contribute 

· People need to be actively engaged in class in order to learn
· Learning to ask good questions and how to find potential answers is at the heart of the learning process
· Reflection on completed work is the best way to discover what we have done well, what mistakes we have made, and how to improve in the future

· The overriding goal of this class is to equip you to live well in a democratic society

· I hope to learn as much as you this year

· What you get out of this class will be directly proportional to what you put into it (Note: this applies to a lot more than just this class)

Course Objectives:

Throughout the year there are many objectives I am hoping to accomplish.  They fit into four broad categories:
1. To encourage you to critically examine content and concepts in the Social Studies 

2. To ask you to appreciate the diversity of opinions and perspectives in the Social Studies 

3. To enable you to better understand the modern world and your place in it by knowing more about the past

4. To advance your skill as a researcher, thinker, speaker and writer in the Social Studies

Specific topics to be studied:
In addition to the course objectives, which are embedded throughout the course, we will study the following content material.  The major units are:
I. Review of World War I 
II. The Interwar years

III. WWII and Genocide
IV. The Early Cold War 

V. The Late Cold War (post-détente)

VI. International Organizations, Globalization and Modern Conflict

Grading Scale:
The following grading scale will be used to determine a student’s reported letter grade.  I realize that grade boundaries can be somewhat arbitrary, but in order to ensure a consistent and fair grading scale there will be no rounding.  Students are encouraged to talk to me at any time about their grade and I am happy to answer questions or provide additional support as needed.

93.0%-100%     A

90.0%-92.9%    A-

87.0%-89.9%    B+

83.0%-86.9%    B

80.0%-82.9%    B-
77.0%-79.9%    C+

73.0%-76.9%    C

70.0%-72.9%    C-

67.0%-69.9%    D+

60.0%-66.9%    D

0%-59.9%          F

Grading Information:  

There are 5 components that will make up semester course grade.  They are:

1. Course Notebook




10%

2. Semester Project 


 

20%

3. Final Exam





10%
4. Participation





10%
5. Class work, Test/Quizzes, Participation Small projects etc.
50%

The Notebook: 
Throughout the entire year you are required to have a notebook.  I prefer a spiral composition notebook (college ruled), but I am flexible on the precise style.   In here you should keep your notes from the class readings and in-class notes.  Please be sure to clearly label each set of notes.  Additionally, by some method of your own choosing you should keep all turned back work and class handouts.  This will help you to study for the final exam (and other tests) and will also serve as a record to ensure that if I make any clerical errors that they can be corrected in your favor.  A scoring guide for the notebook will be given out as a separate handout.

The Semester Project: 
There will be a written assignment that will require significant time and effort both in and out of class.  There will be more detailed information provided in later handouts.  Significant advanced notice will be provided for due dates, and these same dates will be available online.  A basic overview is:
· An analytical paper on an aspect of what we have studied in class so far.  There will be some choice built in to encourage you to follow a topic of interest to you.

Final Exam:
As required by IHS, there will be a comprehensive final exam and it will be worth 10% of your overall semester grade.  Prior to the final we will review and, as always, I am more than happy to provide additional assistance and guidance at any point prior to the exam.  The exam will consist largely of short and longer essay type responses – though there may also be some geography and vocabulary type questions included. 

Participation: 
This portion of your grade is somewhat subjective, but will be based on several factors including: attendance, being prepared for class, and participation in class discussions and activities.  This will be recorded near the conclusion of each grading period.  A rubric will also be provided to further clarify how this portion of your grade is derived. If you have questions about this portion of your grade please come talk to me.
Academic Honesty and Plagiarism:

Collaboration is an important part of the learning process, but collaboration and copying are not the same thing.  I expect all students to do their own thinking, their own writing and to act with integrity when it comes to classwork.  You cannot learn by cheating.  Other than copying homework assignments and dishonest actions during tests, probably the most common form of cheating occurs as plagiarism on written assignments.  The internet is a powerful tool in the research process, but cutting and pasting the words from a website is not the same as writing a paper.   There will be zero tolerance for plagiarized work in this class.  In order to deter plagiarism I intend to have the following consequences which are in-line with school policy:

1st Offense:
Zero on the entire assignment plagiarized, no opportunity for earning credit but the assignment may still be completed for learning purposes

2nd Offense:
Zero on the entire assignment plagiarized and possible failing grade for the semester, no opportunity for making it up

Other Important Information:  
Late work— I will accept late work for one day after it was originally due for up to 80% credit. After that, I will accept late work for the current unit only for up to 50% credit.  Assignments turned in late due to an excused absence will be accepted for full credit. You will have the number of days you were absent to turn in the assignments you missed before they count as late.
Cellphones/electronic devices — please don’t use your cell phone during class unless you have my permission as part of an assignment. Repeat offenders will have their device confiscated and/or turned in to the office for your parent/guardian to come collect.  Misuse of your cell phone is also taken into account when deriving your Participation grade.
Extra Credit – Extra credit is not offered in this course.  I am always willing to discuss with students how they are doing and how they can improve future performance so please come talk to me if you are not doing as well as you’d like.

