Review Guide 

Directions:  Read through the list of questions for the current week.   Mark each one that you’d need additional study time to respond to.  Create bullet point outlines for the essay questions you want to review.  Try to include detailed information from your chapter notes, class assignments, and other review guides.
The Renaissance

1. To what extent and in what ways may the Renaissance be regarded as a turning point in the Western intellectual and cultural tradition?

2. Describe and analyze the ways in which the development of printing altered both the culture and the religion of Europe during the period 1450-1600.

3. Explain the ways in which Italian Renaissance Humanism transformed ideas about the individual’s role in society.

4. Discuss how Renaissance ideas are expressed in the Italian art of the period, referring to specific works and artists.

5. Discuss the central ideas of Machiavelli’s The Prince and how these concepts apply to rulers like Henry VIII, Elizabeth I, Henry IV of France or Fredrick II of Prussia.

6. Compare and contrast the Italian and Northern Renaissance.

New Monarchies

7. European monarchs of the late 15th and early 16th centuries are often referred to as the “New Monarchies”.  What was “new” about them? Do their actions warrant this label?

8. In 1519 Charles of Hapsburg became Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor.  Discuss and analyze the political, social and religious problems he faced over the course of his imperial reign (1519-1556).

The Reformation

9. What were the underlying causes of the Reformation? What were the immediate causes?

10. “Luther was both a revolutionary and a conservative”. Evaluate this statement with respect to Luther’s responses to the political and social questions of his day.

11. “The Protestant Reformation was primarily an economic event”. By describing and determining the relative importance of the economic, political, and religious causes of the Protestant Reformation, defend or refute this statement.

12. Compare and contrast the attitudes of Martin Luther and John Calvin toward political authority and social order.

13. What was the response of the Catholic authorities in the sixteenth century to the challenges posed by the Lutheran Reformation?

14. Discuss the political and social consequences of the Protestant Reformation in the first half of the sixteenth century.

15. Discuss the relationship between politics and religion by examining the wars of religion.  Choose TWO specific examples from the following:  Dutch Revolt, French Wars of Religion, English Civil War, Thirty Years' War.

16. To what extent was the Protestant Reformation a modernizing influence on Western Civilization, leading to such movements as capitalism and democracy?

17. Analyze at least TWO factors that that account for the rise and TWO factors that explain the decline of witchcraft persecution and trials in Europe in the period from 1580 to 1750.
The Religious Wars

18. Discuss the religious policies of Henry VIII and Elizabeth I in England. How were they able to avoid the outbreak of religious civil war?

19. Why was Spain doomed to decline to a second-rate power in the seventeenth century? Were troubles solely linked to decline in bullion shipments from the New World?

20. Discuss the origins and impact of the Wars of Religion on France.

21. Analyze the various ways in which the Thirty Years’ War (1618–1648) represented a turning point in European history.

22. The final nail in the coffin of the medieval concept of one church and one political authority was placed by the peace treaty of Westphalia. Explain.

The Age of Exploration

23. Why were Europeans able to achieve economic and political control over many non-Europeans peoples between 1450 and 1750?     

24. In the seventeenth century, how did England and the Dutch Republic compete successfully with France and Spain for control of overseas territory and trade?        

25. Describe and analyze how overseas expansion by European states affected global trade and international relations from 1600 to 1715.                     

Constitutionalism and Absolutism 
26. Why was the Cromwell unable to create a stable an enduring republican form of government for England? Analyze Cromwell's goals, his successes and his failures.

27. Analyze the way in which both the theory and the practice of monarchy evolved in England from 1603 (death of Elizabeth I) to 1688-89 (the Glorious Revolution).

28. Compare and contrast the economic factors responsible for the decline of Spain with the economic factors responsible for the decline of the Dutch Republic by the end of the seventeenth century.

29. Discuss the policies of Louis XIV designed to strengthen the power and the prestige of the central government. In which instances were these reforms incomplete or ineffective?

30. By 1700 it had become evident that Western Europe and Eastern Europe were moving in opposite directions in terms of their basic social structures. Explain.

31. "In seventeenth-century England the aristocracy lost its privileges but retained it power; in seventeenth-century France the aristocracy retained its privileges but lost its power."  Assess the accuracy of this statement with respect to political events and social developments in the two countries in the seventeenth century.

32. Compare and contrast two theories of government introduced in the period from 1640 to 1780.

33. Analyze the influence of the theory of mercantilism on the domestic and foreign policies of France, 1600-1715.

34. Analyze the major ways through which Tsar Peter the Great (1689-1725) sought to reform his society and its institutions in order to strengthen Russia and its position in Europe.

35. Compare and contrast the goals and major policies of Peter the Great of Russia (ruled 1682 – 1725) with those of Frederick the Great of Prussia (ruled 1740 – 1786).

36. Compare and contrast the policies of Peter the Great and Louis XIV in creating absolute monarchies in their countries.

The Scientific Revolution and the Age of Enlightenment

37. How did the new scientific theory and discoveries alter the concept of God and religion? Did science, in fact, come to dictate humanity's concept of God?

38. Compare and contract the political ideas of Montesquieu, Voltaire and Rousseau. What impact did their ideas have on the events of their time? Whose ideas were the most permanently influential?

39. How did the developments in scientific thought from Copernicus to Newton create a new conception of the universe and of humanity's place within in?

40. Compare and contrast the cultural values of the Enlightenment with those of the sixteenth-century Northern Renaissance.

41. Explain the development of the scientific method in the seventeenth century and the impact of scientific thinking on traditional sources of authority.

42. Discuss the impact of Enlightenment thinkers and the Scientific method on society and political theory in the 18th century.

The French Revolution and the Napoleonic Empire
43. What were the causes and results of the Seven Years War?

44. To what extent, and with what results, did the dynastic wars and the wars of Louis XIV shape Europe during the 17th and 18th centuries?
45. Of all the various and possible causes of the French Revolution, which do you feel was most important? When the revolution was about to start, could anything have been done to head it off? What role did the lower classes (the city works and the peasants) play in the revolution? Why was there so much instability between the fall of the king and the rise of Napoleon? 
46. To what extent and in what ways was the French Revolution during the period 1789 through the Reign of Terror (1794) an attempt to create a government based on Enlightenment ideals?

47. "Political leaders committed to radical or extremist goals often exert authoritarian control in the name of higher values."  Support or refute this statement with reference to the political and cultural policies of Robespierre during the French Revolution.

48. To what extent was it inevitable that someone like Napoleon would take over and why was it Napoleon?

49. Napoleon I is sometimes called the greatest enlightened despot. Evaluate this assessment in terms of Napoleon's policies and accomplishments. Be sure to include a definition of enlightened despotism in your answer.

50. During his fifteen-year rule, what were Napoleon's major goals? What flaws or defects in his aims could you identify? When did Napoleon reach his height? How do you account for his subsequent fall?

51. Discuss how events of the late 18th century influenced art and culture.

52. Describe the Vienna settlement of 1815. What were its strengths? What were its weaknesses?

Industrial Revolution, Reaction and Progress 1815 – 1848

53. What factors – political, social, economic, and cultural – led to England being the first nation to experience the industrial revolution?

54. Why did Metternich and his supporters fear nationalism, and why did the nationalists consider themselves to be liberals?

55. Discuss the origins and evolution of Europe liberalism as a political movement during the nineteenth.

56. Contrast the 1848 revolutions in France and Germany. How did the goals of the French revolutionaries and the results of their efforts differ from those of the Germans?

57. Between 1750 and 1850 more and more Western Europeans were employed in cottage industry and in factory production.  Analyze how these two types of employment affected employer-employee relations, working conditions, family relations, and the standard of living during this period.
58. Describe and analyze the economic, cultural, and social changes that led to and sustained Europe's rapid population growth in the period from approximately 1650 to 1800.

59. How and in what ways did the writings of Karl Marx draw on the Enlightenment concepts of progress, natural law, and reason?

60. Between 1815 and 1848 the condition of the laboring classes and the problems of political stability were critical issues in England.  Describe and analyze the reforms that social critics and politicians of this period proposed to resolve these problems.

Nationalism and National Unification 1848 – 1870

61. Assess the extent to which the unification of Germany under Bismarck led to the authoritarian government there between 1871 and 1914?

62. Identify and explain the similarities and differences between socialism and liberalism in nineteenth-century Europe.

63. Describe the steps taken between 1832 and 1918 to extend the suffrage in England.  What groups and movements contributed to the extension of the vote?                                                                                                                            

64. Analyze and compare the effects of nationalism on Italian and Austro-Hungarian politics between 1815 and 1914.

65. Assess the extent to which the unification of Germany under Bismarck led to authoritarian government there between 1871 and 1914.

66. To what extent did the emancipation of Russian serfs and other reforms in the nineteenth century contribute to the modernization of Russia before the First World War?

European Civilization 1871 – 1914

67. Describe and compare the differences among Utopian socialists, Karl Marx and Revisionist socialists in their critiques of nineteenth century European economy and society.

68. To what extent did Marx and Freud each challenge the nineteenth-century liberal belief in rationality and progress?

69. Discuss the extent to which nineteenth-century romanticism was or was NOT a conservative cultural and intellectual movement.

70. Discuss some of the ways in which Romantic artists, musicians, and writers responded to political and socioeconomic conditions in the period from 1800 to 1850.  Document your response with specific examples from discussions of at least two of the three disciplines: visual arts, music, and literature.

Imperialism and Europe's World Supremacy 
71. By the end of the 18oo's Europe dominated the world. What was the most important reason for that dominance?

72. How and in what ways were economic and political factors responsible for intensifying European imperialist activity in Africa from the min nineteenth century the beginning of the First World War?
73. Analyze the policies of three European colonial powers regarding Africa between 1871 and 1914.

The First World War

74. Focusing on the diplomatic situation in June – August 1914 assess the responsibility of each of the countries involved in the coming of World War 1.

75. Why were the Balkans referred to in earlier twentieth century as “the powder keg of Europe”?
76. Discuss the ways in which the first World War contributed to the death of the aristocratic tradition in politics, social structure, and culture.

77. "1914-1918 marks a turning point in the intellectual and cultural history of Europe."  Defend, refute, or modify this statement with reference to the generation before and the generation after the First World War.

78. Compare and contrast the degree of success of treaties negotiated in Vienna (1814-1815) and Versailles (1919) in achieving European stability.

79. Analyze the major social, political, and technological changes that took place in European warfare between 1789 and 1918.
The Russian Revolution and the Soviet Union

80. How was Lenin able to gain control of the Russian Revolution and government between April and October 1917?

81. In what ways, and with what results did both Lenin and Stalin alter Marxism?

82. Compare and contrast the roles of the peasantry and of urban workers in the French Revolution of 1789 to those of the peasantry and of urban workers in the Russian Revolutions of 1917.

83. Describe and analyze the long-term social and economic trends in the period 1860 to 1917 that prepared the ground for revolution in Russia.

84. Compare and contrast the extent to which Catherine the Great and Joseph Stalin were "Westernizers."

Democracy and Dictatorship – The Interwar Years
85. Compare the rise to power of fascism in Italy and in Germany.

86. In what ways did the peculiar history of postwar Germany lay the groundwork for the rise of Hitler and his Nazi party? How did Hitler's brilliance in the use of mass politics assist that rise in the late 1920s and early 1930s?

87. Why did England and France hesitate so long before summoning the will to go to war in 1939? What links exist between appeasement and the European' fear of communism during the 1930s?

88. “The Treaty of Versailles and the Depression of the 1930s were the paramount factors in the triumph of Nazism in Germany in 1933: the personality of Hitler was important but of the secondary importance.” Agree of disagree.

89. Compare and contrast the efforts to ensure European collective security that were made by the victorious powers between 1815 and 1830 (after the Napoleonic Wars) with those made by the victorious powers 1918 and 1933 (after the First World War).

90. Why did Germany's experiment with parliamentary democracy between 1919 and 1939 fail?

91. How and in what ways did European painting or literature reflect the disillusionment in society between 1919 and 1939?  Support your answer with specific artistic or literary examples.

92. Compare and contrast the French Jacobin’s use of state power to achieve revolutionary goals during the Terror (1793-1794) with Stalin’s use of state power to achieve revolutionary goals in the Soviet Union during the period 1928 to 1939.

The Second World War 

93. Why was Hitler's foreign policy so successful from 1933 to 1940 but increasingly disastrous from 1941 to 1945?

94. Throughout World War II Roosevelt followed a policy of postponing controversial territorial and political decisions until victory was assured. Churchill, on the other hand, wanted prior diplomatic bargaining and political arrangements with the Russians concerning a postwar settlement. What were the advantages and disadvantages of each approach? Would Churchill's strategy have prevented Russian domination of Eastern Europe after 1945?

95. To what extent was the Yalta conference responsible for the start of the Cold War?

The Cold War and The Postwar World 1945 – Present
96. Assess the responsibilities of both the United States and the Soviet Union for the outbreak of the Cold War.

97. Why was the Western Europe able to recover so quickly, both economically and politically from the devastation of World War II? 

98. What is entailed by the word “de-Stalinization” as it applies to both the Soviet Union and its eastern European dependencies? Why did Khrushchev take this dangerous course rather than lettering the Stalin memory die with passing time?

99. Analyze the ways in which the Cold War affected the political development of European nations from the end of the Second World War in 1945 to the construction of the Berlin Wall in 1961.

100. Analyze the ways in which technology was an issue in European social activism between 1945 and 1970.  Be sure to include three of the following: environmentalism, peace movements, student protests, women's movements, workers' movements.

101. Compare and contrast the women's suffrage movements of the late 19th and early 20th centuries with the European feminist movements of the 1960's and 1970's.

102. Between 1945 and 1970, virtually all European colonies achieved independence. Discuss the changes within Europe that contributed to this development.

103. Compare and contrast the political and economic policies of Joseph Stalin in the period before the Second   World War and those of Mikhail Gorbachev (1985 – 1991).

