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Introduction:

AP European History is intended to be an introductory college level course in high school.  The workload is significant, but hopefully you will find it rewarding.  My goal is to inspire, motivate, support and guide you on our journey together.  The AP Exam is challenging to be sure, but throughout the year we will examine and practice all the necessary material and skills you will need to succeed.  Keep in mind, however, that there are there no shortcuts.  You will need to put in the time and effort in order to do well.
AP Euro Historical Periods and Units:
The College Board has divided European History into 4 distinct periods with 9 total units – this is new for the 2020 exam.  Each unit will comprise 10-15% of the AP Exam, but the nine units are not evenly distributed.  Keep these 

divisions on mind as we work our way through the course.  The Periods and Units are as follows:
· Period 1 – 1450 to 1648

· Unit 1 Renaissance and Exploration
· Unit 2 Age of Reformation
· Period 2 – 1648 to 1815

· Unit 3 Absolutism and Constitutionalism
· Unit 4 Scientific, Philosophical and Political Developments

· Unit 5 Conflict, Crisis and Reaction in the late 18th Century

· Period 3 – 1815 to 1914 

· Unit 6 Industrialization and Its Effects
· Unit 7 19th Century Perspectives and Political Developments

· Period 4 – 1914 to the near Present

· Unit 8 20th Century Global Conflicts
· Unit 9 Cold War and Contemporary Europe

AP Euro Course Themes:
The College Board has also updated the Course Themes for the 2020 Exam.  The course syllabus and the exam are tied to these themes so they are helpful to think about as we read and study European History over the course of the year.  The themes are explained in more detail in the AP Course Guide and on my website.  The themes are:
• Theme 1 (INT) - Interaction of Europe and the World
• Theme 2 (ECD) - Economic and Commercial Developments
• Theme 3 (CID) - Cultural and Intellectual Developments

• Theme 4 (SOP) - States and other Institutions of Power 

•  Theme 5 (SCD) - Social Organization and Development
· Theme 6 (NEI) -National and European Identity

· Theme 7 (TSI) - Technological and Scientific Innovation

AP Historical Thinking Skills:
On the exam you will be expected to apply your learning in various ways. The following skills are an important part of the course and the exam.  Due to space constraints please read more about these ideas in the AP Course Guide (this is on the website and also easily found via Google).  Throughout the course we will work on all of the following skills in more detail--

· Developments and Processes-- Identifying and Explaining Historical developments and processes
· Sourcing and Situation -- Analyze sourcing and situation of primary and secondary sources
· Claims and Evidence in Sources -- Analyze arguments in primary and secondary sources
· Contextualization -- Analyze the context of historical events, developments or processes
· Making Connections -- Using historical reasoning to analyze patterns and connections in history
· Argumentation – Developing an argument with a historically defensible claim and evidence

The AP Exam:
The AP European History exam was recently changed, again (for the 4th time in a row).  If you are using online or other types of review material be sure that it is updated for the new exams – from Fall of 2019.  Our unit Exams will mirror the formats outlined below.   The Exam itself contains the following FOUR types of questions (continued on next page):
I.  Multiple Choice Questions: 55 stimulus based multiple choice questions in 55 minutes (40% of Exam Score)
II. Short Answer Questions (SAQ):  3 short answer questions in 40 minutes (20% of Exam Score)

III. Document Based Question (DBQ): 1 question from the time period 1600-2001 answered by examining and analyzing 7 documents, and your own knowledge, in 60 minutes (25% of Exam Score)

IV: Long Essay Question (LEQ): Select 1 of 3 essay prompts to respond to in 40 minutes; questions are all on the same course theme; one option from Period 1, one option from periods 2 or 3, one option from periods 3 or 4 (15% of Exam Score)
Course Outline:
Since the exam is in early May the year is a bit uneven in terms of course material.  First Semester there is a fair bit more historical reading and there will be at least one more exam.  Since each unit is also a bit different in size, there are not exams for each unit – they will be scheduled well in advance during breaks in the material that make the most sense to me.  I will have a tentative exam schedule up on the calendar during the first week of the course on the google calendar.  The time we will spend on each unit is roughly as follows, but keep in mind that due to unforeseen disruptions this schedule is subject to change:
Semester One

Unit 1: 
Background and Age of Renaissance (2 weeks) 
The Age of Exploration (1 week)
Unit 2: 
The Reformation and Wars of Religion (2 weeks)

Unit 3: 

Absolutism, and Constitutionalism (2 weeks)
Unit 4: 

Scientific, Philosophical and Political Developments (3 weeks) 

Unit 5: 

Conflict, Crisis and Reaction in the Late 18th Century (3 weeks)

Unit 6: 
The Industrial Revolution (2 ½ weeks)
Semester Two

Unit 7:

 19th Century Perspectives and Political Developments (3 weeks)

Unit 8: 

20th Century Global Conflicts (5 weeks)

Unit 9:

Cold War and Contemporary Europe (3 weeks)

Exam Prep:

Final Exam Review for the AP Exams (2 weeks)

Post-Exam:

Final Project (3 weeks)

Grading Scale:
Final grades will be calculated based on your overall percentage as follows.  There is no rounding.

	A
	93 – 100%

	A-
	90 – 92.9%

	B+
	87 – 89.9%

	B
	83 – 86.9%

	B-
	80 – 82.9%

	C+
	77 – 79.9%

	C
	73 – 76.9%

	C-
	70 – 72.9%

	D+
	67 – 69.9%

	D
	63 – 66.9%

	D-
	60 – 62.9%

	F
	59.9% and lower


AP Exam Score Grade Bonus Points:
As is customary with AP courses at Issaquah High school there will be grade increases based on student performance on the AP European History Exam.  The grade increases will be applied by the end of October the following school year.  Starting with a score of 3 there will be: two grade bumps for a 3, three grade bumps for a 4 and five grade bumps for a 5 applied to the lowest semester grade first.  Here are a few examples:
· 1st Semester grade B, 2nd Semester grade B-, Score of 5 = 1st Semester A- ,2nd Semester A- 
· 1st Semester grade A, 2nd Semester grade B, Score of 4 = 1st Semester A, 2nd Semester A
· 1st Semester grade B+, 2nd Semester grade A-, Score of 3= 1st Semester A-, 2nd Semester A

Grading Categories:
There are 4 components that will make up your 1st semester course grade.  They are:

1. Reading Assignments
(chapter notes and others)
20%

2. Unit Exams (AP Style tests after every 3 -5 chapters)

30%

3. Class work and other Uncategorized Assignments

40%

4. Final Exam (AP Style Final Exam)



10%

There are 5 components that will make up your 2nd semester course grade.  They are:

1. Reading Assignments
(chapter notes and others)
20%

2. Unit Exams (AP Style tests after every 3 -5 chapters)

25%

3. Class work and other Uncategorized Assignments

40%

4. Final Exam (AP Style Final Exam)



10%

5. Final Project (Post AP Exam)



5%

Reading Related Assignments:
There will be a few various reading related type assignments throughout the year.  This course will be very reading intensive and it is critical that students keep up with the reading assignments.  You will know essentially the bulk of the reading schedule in September – so plan accordingly.
· Chapter Guided Notes Assignments
· Reading Quizzes

· Other Specific Reading Related Assignments 
Exams:

The Unit Exams are an important part of the course. The exams will feature a variety of different types of questions ranging from more objective (multiple choice) to more open ended essay type questions.  Different unit exams will feature different types – but you will always know ahead of time which types of questions to expect.  Note: not all units will have an independent exam.  Some units are quite short, so an exam might cover multiple units.
Class Work and Other Uncategorized Assignments:  
The bulk of the coursework will center on reading and discussion.  It is therefore vital that you keep up with the reading and notes, but additionally there will be other in-class type assignments and a variety of charts, seminar discussions and other types of work throughout the year.  Anything that doesn’t obviously fit into the other grading categories will fit into this one.
Final Exams:

There will be a final exam for both 1st and 2nd semesters.  For 1st semester the final will focus on material from Units 1 – 7.  The exam will feature multiple AP Exam sections.  The final exam for 2nd semester will be a multipart AP Euro exam given prior to the actual Exam (in late April) and will cover material from the entire course.
Late Work:
In order to cover the material required by the College Board the pace of the course will be brisk.  If you don’t keep up with the assignments, you may quickly find yourself in a rather deep hole.  Students who are struggling are encouraged to speak up rather than suffering in silence.  That said, late work beyond 5 class periods late will not be accepted for course credit.  Accepted late work will receive reduced credit.  Obviously, excused absences and the like will be handled per school policy.  Nothing in this policy shall override instructor discretion in handling unique or special circumstances, on a case by case basis, so long as exceptions are granted equitably to all students.
Academic Honesty and Plagiarism:
Collaboration is an important part of the learning process, but collaboration and copying are not the same thing.  I expect all students to do their own thinking, their own writing and to act with integrity when it comes to classwork.  You cannot learn by cheating.  Other than copying homework assignments and dishonest actions during tests, probably the most common form of cheating occurs as plagiarism on written assignments.  The internet is a powerful tool in the research process, but cutting and pasting the words from a website is not the same as writing a paper.   
For exams, any sharing of specific exam information is prohibited.  Since AP style exams require a considerable amount of time to create it may not always be possible to create multiple exams throughout the course of the year.  Sharing specific content from these exams with students in other sections of the class is academically dishonest.  Anyone who shares information, and anyone information is shared with, is subject to a potential zero on the exam in question.  This includes sharing information verbally and through electronic means.  
There will be zero tolerance for plagiarized work/academic dishonesty in this class.  In order to deter plagiarism and academic dishonesty I intend to have the following consequences which are in-line with school policy:

1st Offense during the school year:
Zero on the entire assignment, no opportunity for earning credit

2nd Offense during the school year:
Zero on the entire assignment and a potential failing grade for the semester, no opportunity for earning credit
Miscellaneous:
Please note that this syllabus is not intended to cover every eventuality that may arise over the course of the year.  Other policies or changes to those listed here are possible, but ample notice will be given.  Additionally, keep in mind that the policies outlined in the student handbook, school board policies and Washington State law also applies.
