Absolutism and
Constitutionalism

ca.1589-1725

Despite the lavish lifestyles of wealthy nobles and royals, the seventeenth century was a
period of crisis and transformation in Europe. Agricultural and manufacturing slumps led to
food shortages and shrinking population rates. Religious and dynastic conflicts led to almost
constant war, visiting violence and destruction on ordinary people and reshaping European
states. With Louis XIV of France taking the lead, armies grew larger than they had been
since the time of the Roman Empire, resulting in new government bureaucracies and higher
taxes. Yet even with these obstacles, European states succeeded in gathering more power,
and by 1680 much of the unrest that originated with the Reformation was resolved.

These crises were not limited to western Europe. Central and eastern Europe experi-
enced even more catastrophic dislocation, with German lands serving as the battleground
of the Thirty Years’ War and borders constantly vulnerable to attack from the east. In Prus-
sia and in Habsburg Austria absolutist states emerged in the aftermath of this conflict.
Russia and the Ottoman Turks also experienced turmoil in the mid-seventeenth century,
but maintained their distinctive styles of absolutist government. The Russian and Otto-
man Empires seemed foreign and exotic to western Europeans, who saw them as the an-
tithesis of their political, religious, and cultural values.

While absolutism emerged as the solution to crisis in many European states, a small
minority adopted a different path, placing sovereignty in the hands of privileged groups
rather than the Crown. Historians refer to states where power was limited by law as “con-
stitutional.” The two most important seventeenth-century constitutionalist states were
England and the Dutch Republic. Constitutionalism should not be confused with democ-
racy. The elite rulers of England and the Dutch Republic pursued familiar policies of in-
creased taxation, government authority, and social control. Nonetheless, they served as
influential models to onlookers across Europe as a form of government that checked the

power of a single ruler. ™
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Life at the French Royal Court. King Louis XIV recelves foreign ambassadors to celebrate a peace treaty. The king
grandly occupled the center of his court, which in turn served as the pinnacle for the French people and, at the height
of his glory, for all of Europe. (Erich Lessing/Art Resource; NY)

. LearningCurve
t‘ After reading the chapter, go online and use LearningCurve to retain what you've read.

What were the common crises and achievements of What were the distinctive features of Russian and
seventeenth-century European states? Ottoman absolutism?

What factors led to the rise of the French absolutist

State under Louis X1V, and why did absolutist Spain How and why did the constitutional state triumph
€xperience decline in the same period? in the Dutch Republic and England?

What were the social conditions of eastern Europe, What was the baroque style in art and music, and
and how did the rulers of Austria and Prussia transform where was it popular?

their nations into powerful absolutist monarchies?




464

Seventeenth-Century
Crisis and Rebuilding

What were the common crises and
achievements of seventeenth-century
European states?

Historians often refer to the seventeenth century as an
“age of crisis.” After the economic and demographic
growth of the sixteenth century, Europe faltered into
stagnation and retrenchment. This was partially due ro
climate changes beyond anyoné’s control, but it also
resulted from bitter religious divides, increased gov-
ernmental pressures, and war. These challenges over-
whelmed the fragile balance of rural villages, leading to
hunger and population loss. Overburdened peasants
and city dwellers took action to defend themselves from
high prices and overtaxation, sometimes profiting from
conflicts to obtain relief. In the long run, however,
governments proved increasingly able to impose their
will on the populace. With France under Louis XIV
commanding European leadership, the period wit-

nessed spectacular growth in army size as well as new
forms of taxation, government bureaucracies, and in-
creased state sovereignty.

The Social Order
and Peasant Life

Peasants occupied the lower tiers of a society organized
in hierarchical levels. At the top, the monarch was cele-
brated as a semidivine being, chosen by God to embody
the state.’ In Catholic countries, the clergy occupied
the second level, due to their sacred role interceding
with God and the saints on behalf of their flocks. Next
came nobles, whose privileged status derived from their
ancient bloodlines and centuries of sacrifice on the
battlefield. Christian prejudices against commerce and
money meant that merchants could never lay claim to
the highest honors. However, many prosperous mer-
cantilé families had bought their way into the nobility
through service to the rising monarchies of the fifteenth
and sixteenth centuries and constituted a second tier of
nobles. ‘Those lower on the social scale, the peasants
and artisans who constituted the vast majority of the
population, were expected to defer to their betters with
humble obedience. This was the “Great Chain of Be-
ing” that linked God to his creation in a series of
ranked social groups.

In addition to being rigidly hierarchical, European
societies were patriarchal in nature, with men assum-
ing authority over women as a God-given prerogative.
The family thus represented a microcosm of this so-
cial order. The father ruled his family like a king ruled
his domains. Religious and secular law commanded a
man’s wife, children, servants, and apprentices to defer
to his will. Fathers did not possess the power of life and
death, like Roman patriarchs, but they were entitled to
use physical violence, imprisonment, and other force-
ful measures to impose their authority. These powers
were balanced by expectations that a good father would
provide and care for his dependents.

In the seventeenth century most Europeans lived in
the countryside. The hub of the rural world was the
small peasant village centered on a church and a manor.
Life was in many ways circumscribed by the village,
although we should not underestimate the mobility
induced by war, food shortage, and the desire to seek
one’s fortune or embark on a religious pilgrimage.

Estonian Serfs in the 1660s  The Estonians were
conquered by German military nobility in the Middle Ages
and reduced to serfdom. The German-speaking nobles
ruled the Estonian peasants with an iron hand, and Peter
the Great reafirmed their domination when Russia
annexed Estonia. (Mansell Collection/Time Life Pictures/Getty Images)



W . [ western Europe, a small number of
n- easants in each village owned enough
J to feed themselves and had the
rock and plows necessary to work
eir land. These independent farmers
< leaders of the peasant village. They
; léyed the landless poor, rented out
estock and tools, and served as agents
for the noble lord. Below them were
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Chronology

ca. 1500-1650
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1642-1649
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th 479).
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of miller for grinding grain into flour and

sometimes to the lord for the right to 1683-1718
n bake bread in his oven. Bread was most
1-- often accompanied by a soup made of 1685
e, roots, herbs, beans, and perhaps a small
) piece of sale pork. An important annual 1688-1689
d festival in many villages was the killing 1701-1713
a of the family pig. The whole family
oy gathered to help, sharing a rare abun-
d dance of meat with neighbors and care-
o fully salting the extra and putting down the lard. In The Estates of Normandy, a provincial assembly, re-
= some areas, menstruating women were cateful to stay  ported on the dire conditions in northern France dur-
' away [rom the kitchen for fear they might cause the ing an outbreak of plague:
d lard co spoil.

OF the 450 sick persons whom the inhabitancs were

1 wnable to relieve, 200 were turned out, and these we

Famine and Economic Crisis

v European rural society lived on the edge of subsistence. large number sall remain, and to each of them itis

- N ; o T (g B Il | e N e s
2, Because of the crude technology and low crop yield, only possible to dole out the least scrap of bread. We
v peasants were constantly threatened by scarcity and only give bread to those who would otherwise dic.
e famine, [n the seventeenth century a period of colder Ihe staple dish here cansists of mice, which the in-

f}nd wetter climate throughout Europe, dubbed the
litde jce age” by historians, meant a shorter farming
season with lower yields. A bad harvest created food
shortages; a series of bad harvests could lead to famine.
Rccurrcnt famines significantly reduced the popula-
ton of carly modern Europe. Most people did not die
of outright scarvation, but through the spread of dis-
cases like smallpox and typhoid, which were facilitared
l’)’ malnutrition and exhaustion. Outbreaks of bu-
\ bounic plague continued in Europe undl the 1720s.

saw die one by one as they lay on the roadside. A

habitants hunt, so desperace are chey from hunger.
They devour roots which the animals cannot cag
one can, in fact, not put into words the things one
sees, ... We certily to having oursclves seen herds.
not of cacde, but of men and women, wandering

ing up the earth like pigs to find @ few roots: and as

they can only find rorten onas, and not half enough
of them, they become so weak thar they have not

strength feft o seek food.!
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Peace of Westphalia The
name of a series of treaties
that concluded the Thirty
Years' War in 1648 and
marked the end of
large-scale religious
violence in Europe.
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Given the harsh conditions of life, industry also suf-
fered. The output of woolen textiles, one of the most
important European manufactures, declined sharply
in the first half of the seventeenth century. Food prices
were high, wages stagnated, and unemployment soared.
This economic crisis was not universal: it struck vari-
ous regions at different times and to different degrees.
In the middle decades of the century, for example,
Spain, France, Germany, and England all experienced
great economic difficulties, but these years were the
golden age of the Netherlands.

The urban poor and peasants were the hardest hit.
When the price of bread rose beyond their capacity to
pay, they frequently expressed their anger by rioting. In
towns they invaded bakers’ shops to seize bread and
resell it at a “just price.” In rural areas they attacked
convoys taking grain to the cities. Women often led
these actions, since their role as mothers gave them
some impunity in authorities’ eyes. Historians have
used the term “moral economy” for this vision of a
world in which community needs predominate over
competition and profit.

The Thirty Years’ War

In the first half of the seventeenth century, the fragile
balance of life was violently upturned by the ravages of
the Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648). The Holy Roman
Empire was a confederation of hundreds of principali-
ties, independent cities, duchies, and other polities
loosely united under an elected
emperor. The uneasy truce between
Catholics and Protestants created
by the Peace of Augsburg in 1555
deteriorated as the faiths of various
areas shifted. Lutheran princes felt
compelled to form the Protestant
Union (1608), and Catholics retali-
ated with the Catholic League
(1609). Fach alliance was determined that the other
should make no religious or territorial advance. Dynas-
tic interests were also involved; the Spanish Habsburgs
strongly supported the goals of their Austrian relatives:
the unity of the empire and the preservation of Ca-
tholicism within it.

The war is traditionally divided into four phases.
The first, or Bohemian, phase (1618-1625) was char-
acterized by civil war in Bohemia between the Catholic
League and the Protestant Union. In 1620 Catholic
forces defeated Protestants at the Battle of the White
Mountain. The second, or Danish, phase of the war
(1625-1629) —so called because of the leadership of
the Protestant king Christian IV of Denmark (r. 1588~
1648) —witnessed additional Catholic victories. The
Catholic imperial army led by Albert of Wallenstein
swept through Silesia, north to the Baltic, and east into

ca.1589-1725

Pomerania, scoring smashing victories. Under Charles I,
England briefly and unsuccessfully intervened in this
phase of the conflict by entering alliances against
France and Spain. Habsburg power peaked in 1629
The emperor issued the Edict of Restitution, whereby
all Catholic properties lost to Protestantism since 1552
were restored, and only Catholics and Lutherans were
allowed to practice their faiths.

The third, or Swedish, phase of the war (1630~
1635) began with the arrival in Germany of the Swed-
ish king Gustavus Adolphus (r. 1594-1632) and his
army. The ablest administrator of his day and a devout
Lutheran, he intervened to support the empire’s Prot-
estants. The French chief minister, Cardinal Richelieu,
subsidized the Swedes, hoping to weaken Habsburg
power in Europe. Gustavus Adolphus won two impor-
tant battles but was fatally wounded in combat. The
final, or French, phase of the war (1635-1648) was
prompted by Richeliew’s concern that the Habsburgs
would rebound after the death of Gustavus Adolphus.
Richelieu declared war on Spain and sent military as
well as financial assistance. Finally, in October 1648
peace was achieved.

The 1648 Peace of Westphalia that ended the
Thirty Years’ War marked a turning point in European
history. For the most part, conflicts fought over reli-
gious faith receded. The treaties recognized the inde-
pendent authority of more than three hundred German
princes (Map 15.1), reconfirming the emperor’s se-
verely limited authority. The Augsburg agreement of
1555 became permanent, adding Calvinism to Cathol-
icism and Lutheranism as legally permissible creeds.
The north German states remained Protestant, the
south German states Catholic.

The Thirty Years’ War was the most destructive
event for the central European economy and society
prior to the world wars of the twentieth century. Per-
haps one-third of urban residents and two-fifths of the
rural population died, leaving entire areas depopulated.
Trade in southern German cities, such as Augsburg,
was virtually destroyed. Agricultural areas suffered cat-
astrophically. Many small farmers lost their land, al-
lowing nobles to enlarge their estates and consolidate
their control.?

Achievements in State-Building

In the context of war and economic depression, seven-
teenth-century monarchs began to make new demands
on their people. Traditionally, historians have dis-
tinguished between the “absolutist” governments of
France, Spain, central Europe, and Russia and the con-
stitutionalist governments of England and the Dutch
Republic. Whereas absolutist monarchs gathered all
power under their personal control, English and Dutch
rulers were obliged to respect laws passed by represen-
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the Treaty of Westphalia (1648) ended the war. France emerged as the strongest power in Europe at
the end of the Thirty Years’ War. Based on this map, what challenges did the French state still face in
dominating Europe after 1648? How does the map represent Swedish gains and Spanish losses in the

Treaty of Westphalia?

lative institutions. More recently, historians have em-
phasized commonalities among these powers. Despite
their political differences, all these states shared com-
mon projects of protecting and expanding their fron-
tlers, raising new taxes, consolidating central control,
and competing for the new colonies opening up in the
New and Old Worlds.

_ Rulers encountered formidable obstacles in achiev-
g these goals. Some were purely material. Without
:?aved roads, telephones, or other modern technology,
it took weeks to convey arders from the central govern-
Ment to the provinces. Rulers also suffered from lack
of information about their realms, making it impos-

sible to police and tax the population effectively. Local
power structures presented another serious obstacle.
Nobles, the church, provincial and national assem-
blies, town councils, guilds, and other bodies held legal
privileges, which could not easily be rescinded. In some
kingdoms many people spoke a language different
from that of the Crown, further diminishing their will-
ingness to obey its commands.

Nonetheless, over the course of the seventeenth cen-
tury both absolutist and constitutional governments
achieved new levels of central control. This increased
authority focused on four areas in particular: greater
taxation, growth in armed forces, larger and more

467



468

Chapter 15 Absolutism and Constitutionalism

efficient bureaucracies, and the increased ability to
compel obedience from subjects. To meet the demands
of running their expanding governments, rulers turned
to trusted ministers. Cardinal Richelieu in France and
Count-Duke Olivares in Spain each played the role of
chief adviser to his king and enabler of state power.
Royal favorites acquired power and fortune from their
position; however, they were vulnerable to distrust and
hostility from others at court. Olivares ended his career
in disgrace, while the duke of Buckingham, favorite to
James I and Charles I of England, was assassinated.
Over time, centralized power added up to some-
thing close to sovereignty. A state may be termed sover-
eign when it possesses a monopoly over the instruments
of justice and the use of force within clearly defined
boundaries. In a sovereign state, no system of courts,
such as church tribunals, competes with state courts in
the dispensation of justice; and private armies, such as
those of feudal lords, present no threat to central au-
thority. While seventeenth-century states did not ac-
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quire total sovereignty, they made important strides
toward that goal.

Warfare and the Growth
of Army Size

The driving force of seventeenth-century state-build-
ing was warfare. In medieval times, feudal lords had
raised armies only for particular wars or campaigns;
now monarchs began to recruit their own forces and
maintain permanent standing armies. Instead of serv-
ing their own interests, army officers were required to
be loyal and obedient to those who commanded them,
New techniques for training and deploying soldiers
meant a rise in the professional standards of the army,

Along with professionalization came an explosive
growth in army size. The French took the lead, with the
army growing from roughly 125,000 men in the Thirty
Years' War to 340,000 at the end of the seventeenth
century.® Changes in the style of armies encouraged
this growth. Mustering a royal army took longer than
simply hiring a mercenary band, giving enemies time
to form coalitions. For example, the large coalitions
Louis XIV confronted (see pages 475—476) required him
to fight on multiple fronts with huge armies. In turn,
the relative size and wealth of France among European
nations allowed Louis to field enormous armies and
thereby to pursue the ambitious foreign policies that
caused his alarmed neighbors to form coalitions against
him.

Noble values of glory and honor outshone concerns
for safety or material benefit. Because they personally
led their men in battle, noble officers experienced high
death rates on the battlefield. Nobles also fell into debt
because they had to purchase their positions in the
army and the units they commanded, which meant
that they were obliged to assume many of the costs
involved in creating and maintaining their units. It was
not until the 1760s that the French government as-
sumed the full cost of equipping troops.

Other European powers were quick to follow the
French example. The rise of absolutism in central and
eastern Europe led to a vast expansion in the size of
armies. Great Britain followed a similar, albeit distinc-
tive pattern. Instead of building a land army, the Brit-
ish focused on naval forces and eventually built the
largest navy in the world.

The Professionalization of the Swedish Army Swedish
king Gustavus Adolphus, surrounded by his generals, gives
thanks to God for the safe arrival of his troops in Germany
during the Thirty Years' War. A renowned military leader,
the king imposed constant training drills and rigorous
discipline on his troops, which contributed to their
remarkable success in the war. (Military Academy of Karlberg)




popular Political Action

A governments continuously raised taxes to meet the
s of war, neighborhood riots over the cost of bread
d into armed uprisings. Popular revolts were ex-
':r_cmely common in I:ngl.:.md, Francc: .Spain, Portu-
.IgaJ. and Traly during the Thirty Years’ War. In 1640
Philip 1V of Spain faced revolt in Catalonia, the eco-
nomic center of his realm. A the same time he struggled
1o put down uprisings in Portugal and in the northern
vajnces of the Netherlands. In 1647 the city of Pa-
.]erm.{), in Spanish-occupied Sicily, exploded in protest
over food shortages caused by a series of bad harvests.
Fearing public unrest, the city government subsidized
the price of bread, attracting even more starving peas-
ants from the countryside. When Madrid ordered an
end to subsidies, municipal leaders decided to lighten
the loaf rather than raise prices. Not fooled by this
change, local women led a bread riot, shouting “Long
Jive the king and down with the taxes and the bad gov-
ernment!” Insurgency spread to the rest of the island
and eventually to Naples on the mainland. Apart from
affordable food, rebels demanded the suppression of
extraordinary taxes and participation in municipal
government. Some dreamed of a republic that would
abolish noble tax exemptions. Despite initial successes,
the revolt lacked unity and strong leadership and could
not withstand the forces of the state.

In France urban uprisings became a frequent aspect
of the social and political landscape. Beginning in 1630
and continuing on and off through the early 1700s,
major insurrections occurred at Dijon, Bordeaux (bor-
DOH), Montpellier, Lyons, and Amiens. All were char-
acterized by deep popular anger and violence directed
at outside officials sent to collect taxes. These officials
were sometimes seized, beaten, and hacked to death.
For example, in 1673 Louis XIV’s imposition of new
taxes on legal transactions, tobacco, and pewter ware
provoked an uprising in Bordeaux.

Municipal and royal authorities often struggled to
overcome popular revolt. They feared that stern repres-
sive measures, such as sending in troops to fire on
crowds, would create martyrs and further inflame the
situation, while full-scale occupation of a city would
be very expensive and detract from milicary efforts
elsewhere. The limitations of royal authority gave some
leverage to rebels. To quell riots, royal edicts were some-
Fimes suspended, prisoners released, and discussions
Initiated.

By the beginning of the cighteenth century, this
leverage had largely disappeared. Municipal govern-
ments were better integrated into the national struc-
ture, and local authorities had prompt military support
from the central government. People who publicly op-
Posed royal policies and taxes received swift and severe
Punishment.
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Absolutism in France and Spain

Absolutism in
France and Spain

What factors led to the rise of the French absolutist
state under Louis X1V, and why did absolutist Spain

experience decline in the same period?

In the Middle Ages jurists held that as a consequence
of monarchs’ coronation and anointment with sacred
oil, they ruled “by the grace of God.” Law was given by
God; kings “found” the law and acknowledged that
they must respect and obey it. Kings in absolutist states
amplified these claims, asserting that they were respon-
sible to God alone. They claimed exclusive power to
make and enforce laws, denying any other institution
or group the authority to check their power. In France
the founder of the Bourbon monarchy, Henry IV,
established foundations upon which his successors
Louis XIII and Louis XIV built a stronger, more cen-
tralized French state. Louis XIV is often seen as the
epitome of an “absolute” monarch, with his endless
wars, increased taxes and economic regulation, and glo-
rious palace at Versailles. In truth, his success relied on
collaboration with nobles, and thus his example illus-
trates both the achievements and the compromises of
absolutist rule.

As French power rose in the seventeenth century,
the glory of Spain faded. Once the fabulous revenue
from American silver declined, Spain’s economic stag-
nation could no longer be disguised, and the country
faltered under weak leadership.

The Foundations of Absolutism
Louis XIV’s absolutism had long roots. In 1589 his

grandfather Henry IV (r. 1589-1610), the founder of .

the Bourbon dynasty, acquired a devastated country.
Civil wars between Protestants and Catholics had
wracked France since 1561. Poor harvests had reduced
peasants to starvation, and commercial activity had de-
clined drastically. “Henri le Grand” (Henry the Great),
as the king was called, promised “a chicken in every
pot” and inaugurated a remarkable recovery.

He did so by keeping France at peace during most of
his reign. Although he had converted to Catholicism,
he issued the Edict of Nantes, allowing Protestants the
right to worship in 150 traditionally Protestant towns
throughout France. He sharply lowered taxes and in-
stead charged royal officials an annual fee to guarantee
the right to pass their positions down to their heirs. He
also improved the infrastructure of the country, build-
ing new roads and canals and repairing the ravages of
years of civil war. Despite his efforts at peace, Henry
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Fronde A series of violent
uprisings during the early

reign of Louis XIV triggered
by growing royal control and |
increased taxation.
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was murdered in 1610 by a Catholic zealot, setting off
a national crisis.

After the death of Henry 1V, his wife, the queen-
regent Marie de’ Medici, headed the government for
the nine-year-old Louis XIII (r. 1610-1643). In 1628
Armand Jean du Plessis— Cardinal Richelieu (1585—
1642) —became first minister of the French crown.
Richelieu’s maneuvers allowed the monarchy to main-
tain power within Europe and within its own borders
despite the turmoil of the Thirty Years’ War.

Cardinal Richeliews political genius is best reflected
in the administrative system he established to strengthen
royal control. He extended the use of intendants, com-
missioners for each of France’s thirty-two districts who
were appointed directly by the monarch, to whom
they were solely responsible. They recruited men for
the army, supervised the collection of taxes, presided
over the administration of local law, checked up on the
local nobility, and regulated economic activities in
their districts. As the intendants’ power increased un-
der Richelieu, so did the power of the centralized
French state.

Under Richelieu, the French monarchy also acted
to repress Protestantism. Louis personally supervised
the siege of La Rochelle, an important port city and a
major commercial center with strong ties to Protestant
Holland and England. After the city fell in October
1628, its municipal government was suppressed. Prot-
estants retained the right of public worship, but the
Catholic liturgy was restored. The fall of La Rochelle
was one step in the removal of Protestantism as a strong
force in French life.

Richelieu did not aim to wipe out Protestantism
in the rest of Europe, however. His main foreign pol-
icy goal was to destroy the Catholic Habsburgs' grip
on territories that surrounded France. Consequently,
Richelieu supported Habsburg enemies, including Prot-
estants. In 1631 he signed a treaty with the Lutheran
king Gustavus Adolphus promising French support
against the Habsburgs in the Thirty Years’ War. For the
French cardinal, interests of state outweighed religious
considerations.

Richelieu’s successor as chief minister for the next
child-king, the four-year-old Louis XIV, was Cardinal
Jules Mazarin (1602-1661). Along with the regent,
Queen Mother Anne of Austria, Mazarin continued
Richeliews centralizing policies. His struggle to increase
royal revenues to meet the costs of war led to the upris-
ings of 1648-1653 known as the Fronde. A Sfrondeur
was originally a street urchin who threw mud at the
passing carriages of the rich, but
the word came to be applied to
the many individuals and groups
who opposed the policies of the
government. In Paris, magistrates

|
|
i
|
! of the Parlement of Paris, the na-
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tion’s most important court, were outraged by the
Crown’s autocratic measures. These so-called robe no-
bles (named for the robes they wore in court) encour-
aged violent protest by the common people. During
the first of several riots, the queen mother fled Paris
with Louis XIV. As rebellion spread outside Paris and
to the sword nobles (the traditional warrior nobility),
civil order broke down completely. In 1651 Anne’s re-
gency ended with the declaration of Louis as king in
his own right. Much of the rebellion died away, and its
leaders came to terms with the government.

The violence of the Fronde had significant results
for the future. The twin evils of noble rebellion and
popular riots left the French wishing for peace and for
a strong monarch to reimpose order. This was the leg-
acy that Louis XV inherited in 1661 when he assumed
personal rule of the largest and most populous country
in western Furope at the age of twenty-three. Humili-
ated by his flight from Paris, he was determined to
avoid any recurrence of rebellion.

Louis XIV and Absolutism

In the reign of Louis XIV (r. 1643~1715), the longest
in European history, the French monarchy reached the
peak of absolutist development. In the magnificence of
his court and the brilliance of the culture that he pre-
sided over, Louis dominated his age. (See “Primary
Source 15.1: Louis X1V, King of France and Navarre,
1701,” at right.) Religion, Anne, and Mazarin all
taught Louis the doctrine of the divine right of kings:
God had established kings as his rulers on earth, and
they were answerable ultimately to him alone. Kings
were divinely anointed and shared in the sacred nature
of divinity, but they could not simply do as they
pleased. They had to obey God's laws and rule for the
good of the people. To symbolize his central role in the
divine order, when he was fifteen years old Louis
danced at a court ballet dressed as the sun, thereby
acquiring the title of the “Sun King.”

In addition to parading his power before the court,
Louis worked very hard at the business of governing. He
ruled his realm through several councils of state and in-
sisted on taking a personal role in many of their deci-
sions. He selected councilors from the recently ennobled
or the upper middle class because he believed “that the
public should know, from the rank of those whom 1
chose to serve me, that I had no intention of sharing
power with them.™ Despite increasing financial prob-
lems, Louis never called a meeting of the Estates Gen-
eral, thereby depriving nobles of united expression or
action. Nor did Louis have a first minister. In this way
he avoided the inordinate power of a Richelieu.

Although personally tolerant, Louis hated division
within the realm and insisted that religious unity was
essential to his royal dignity and to the security of the



PRIMARY SOURCE 15.1

| ;Louis X1V, King of France and Navarre, 1701

This was oné of Louis XIV's favorite
ortraits of himself. He liked it so much

that he had many copies of the portrait

made, in full and half-size format.

EVALUATE THE EVIDENCE

1. Why do you think the king liked the
portrait s much? What image of the
king does it present to the viewer?
What details does the painter include,
and what impression do they convey?

2. How does this representation of royal
power compare with the images of
peter the Great (page 485) and
Charles | (page 490)? Which do you
find the most impressive, and why?

(Louvre, Paris, France/Giraudon/The Bridgeman Art Library)

state. He thus pursued the policy of Protestant repres-
sion launched by Richelieu. In 1685 Louis revoked the
Edict of Nantes. The new law ordered the Catholic bap-
tism of Huguenots (French Calvinists), the destruction
of Huguenot churches, the closing of schools, and the
exile of Huguenot pastors who refused to renounce
their faith. The result was the departure of some of the
king’s most loyal and industrially skilled subjects.
Despite his claims to absolute authority, multiple
constraints existed on Louis’s power. As a representa-
tive of divine power, he was obliged to rule in a man-
ner consistent with virtue and benevolence. He had to
uphold the laws issued by his royal predecessors. More-

over, he also relied on the collaboration of nobles, who
maintained tremendous prestige and authority in their
ancestral lands. Without their cooperation, it would
have been impossible to extend his power throughout
France or wage his many foreign wars. Louis’s need to
elicit noble cooperation led him to revolutionize court
life at his spectacular palace at Versailles.

Life at Versailles

Through most of the seventeenth century, the French
court had no fixed home, following the monarch to his
numerous palaces and country residences. In 1682

an
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LIVING IN THE

AS

The Absolutist Palace

sion for European rulers. Their dramatic palaces sym-

bolized the age of absolutist power, just as soaring
Gothic cathedrals had expressed the idealized spirit of the
High Middle Ages. With its classically harmonious, symmet-
rical, and geometric design, Versailles served as the model
for the wave of palace building that began in the last decade
of the seventeenth century. Royal palaces like Versailles
were intended to overawe the people and proclaim their
owners’ authority and power.

Located ten miles southwest of Paris, Versailles began
as a modest hunting lodge built by Louis XIII in 1623. His
son Louis XIV spent decades enlarging and decorating the
original structure, Between 1668 and 1670, architect Louis
Le Vau (luh VOH) enveloped the old building within a much
larger one that still exists today. In 1682 the new palace be-
came the official residence of the Sun King and his court,
although construction continued until 1710, when the royal
chapel was completed. At any one time, several thousand
people occupied the bustling and crowded palace. The awe-
some splendor of the eighty-yard Hall of Mifrors, replete
with floor-to-ceiling mirrors and ceiling murals illustrating
the king's triumphs, contrasted with the strong odaors.from

B y 1700 palace building had become a veritable obses-

the courtiers who commonly relieved themselves in discreet
corners.

In 1693 Charles X| of Sweden, having reduced the power
of the aristocracy, ordered the construction of his Royal
Palace, which dominates the center of Stockholm to this
day. Another such palace was Schénbrunn, an enormous
Viennese Versailles begun in 1695 by Emperor Leopold to
celebrate Austrian military victories and Habsburg might.
Shown at lower right is architect Joseph Bernhard Fischer
von Erlach’s ambitious plan for Schénbrunn palace. Fischer’s
plan emphasizes the palace’s vast size and its role as a site
for military demonstrations. Ultimately, financial constraints
resulted in a more modest building.

In central and eastern Europe, the favorite noble servants
of royalty became extremely rich and powerful, and they, too,
built grandiose palaces in the capital cities. These palaces
were in part an extension of the monarch, for they surpassed
the buildings of less-favored nobles and showed all the high
road to fame and fortune. Take, for example, the palaces of
Prince Eugene of Savay,a French nobleman who became Aus-
tria’'s most famous military hero. It was Eugene who led the
Austrian army, smashed the Turks, fought Louis XIV to a
standstill, and generally guided the triumph of absolutism in

Prince Eugene's Summer Palace in Vienna. (Erich Lessing/Art Resource, NY)

Louis moved his court and government to the newly
renovated palace at Versailles, a former hunting lodge.
The palace quickly became the center of political, so-
cial, and cultural life. The king required all great nobles
to spend at least part of the year in attendance on him
there, so he could keep an eye on their activities. Since

he controlled the distribution of state power and
wealth, nobles had no choice but to obey and compete
with each other for his favor at Versailles.

The glorious palace, with its sumptuous interiors
and extensive formal gardens, was a mirror to the world
of French glory, soon copied by would-be absolutist



Austria: rewarded with great wealth by his
teful king, Eugene called on the leading ar-
; of the day, Fischer von Erlach and jo-
25 vOn Hildebrandt, to consecrate his
one and fresco. Fischer built Eugene’s
Winter (of Town) Palace in Vienna, and he and
debrandt collaborated on the prince’s Sum-
b on the city's outskirts. The prince’s
idence featured two baroque
5, the Lower Belvedere and the Upper Bel-
déte. completed in 1722 and at left. The
flding’s interior is equally stunning, with
touching giants serving as pillars and a mag-
ificent great staircase.
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_GUES'i"HL’?NS FOR ANALYSIS

1. Compare these images. What did

~ concrete objects and the manipulation of
space accomplish for these rulers that
mere words could not?

2. What disadvantages might stem from

using architecture as a political tool?
3. |s the use of space and monumental
architecture still a political tool in today's

world?

monarchs across Furope. (See “Living in the Past: The
Absolutist Palace,” above.) The reality of daily life in
the palace was less glamorous. Versailles served as gov-

'i ?nmcnt offices for royal bureaucrats, as living quarters
: f()l' the royal family and nobles, and as a place of work
L or hundreds of domestic servants. [t was also open to

Louis X1V leading a tour of the extensive grounds at Versailles. (Chateau
de Versailles, France/Giraudon/The Bridgeman Art Library)

the public at certain hours of the day. As a result, it was
crowded with three thousand to ten thousand people
every day. Even high nobles had to put up with
cramped living space, and many visitors complained of
the noise, smell, and crowds. (See “Primary Source
15.2: Letter from Versailles,” page 475.)

Plans for the Palace at

schonbrunn, ca. 1700. (ONB/
vVienna, Picture Archive, L 8001-D)




mercantilism A system of
economic regulations aimed
at increasing the power of
the state based on the belief |
that a nation’s international
power was based on its
wealth, specifically its supply
of gold and silver.

Chapter 15 Absolutism and Constitutionalism

Louis further revolutionized court life by establish-
ing an elaborate set of etiquette rituals to mark every
moment of his day, from waking up and dressing in
the morning to removing his clothing and retiring at
night. Courtiers vied for the honor of participating in
these ceremonies, with the highest in rank claiming the
privilege of handing the king his shirt. Endless squab-
bles broke out over what type of chair one could sit on
at court and the order in which great nobles entered
and were seated in the chapel for Mass.

These rituals may seem absurd, but they were far
from trivial. The king controlled immense resources
and privileges; access to him meant favored treatment
for government offices, military and religious posts,
state pensions, honorary titles, and a host of other ben-
efits. The duke of Saint-Simon wrote of the kings
power at court in his memoirs:

No one understood better than Louis XIV the art of
enhancing the value of a favour by his manner of
bestowing it; he knew how to make the most of a
word, a smile, even of a glance. If he addressed any
one, were it but to ask a trifling question or make
some commonplace remark, all eyes were turned on
the person so honored; it was a mark of favour
which always gave rise to comment.’

Courtiers sought these rewards for themselves and their
family members and followers. A system of patron-
age—in which a higher-ranked individual protected a
lower-ranked one in return for loyalty and services—
flowed from the court to the provinces. Through this
mechanism Louis gained cooperation from powerful
nobles.
Although they could not hold public offices or posts,
women played a central role in the patronage system.
At court the king’s wife, mistresses, and other female
relatives recommended individuals for honors, advo-
cated policy decisions, and brokered alliances between
factions. Noblewomen played a similar role, bringing
their family connections to marriage to form powerful
social networks. Onlookers some-
times resented the influence of
powerful women at court. The

| duke of Saint-Simon said of Ma-
dame de Maintenon, Louis XIV’s
mistress and secret second wife,
“Many people have been ruined
by her, without having been able
to discover the author of the ruin,
search as they might.”

Louis XIV was also an enthusiastic patron of the
arts, commissioning many sculptures and paintings for
Versailles as well as performances of dance and music.
Scholars characterize the art and literature of the age of
Louis XIV as French classicism. By this they mean that

ca. 1589-1725

the artists and writers of the late seventeenth century
imitated the subject matter and style of classical antiq-
uity, that their work resembled that of Renaissance It-
aly, and that French art possessed the classical qualities
of discipline, balance, and restraint. Louis XIV also
loved the stage, and in the plays of Moliere and Racine
his court witnessed the finest achievements in the his-
tory of the French theater. In this period, aristocratic
ladies wrote many genres of literature and held salons
in their Parisian mansions where they engaged in witty
and cultured discussions of poetry, art, theater, and the
latest worldly events. Their refined conversational style
led Moliére and other observers to mock them as
“précieuses” (PREH-see-00z; literally “precious”), or af-
fected and pretentious. Despite this mockery, the
précieuses represented an important cultural force ruled
by elite women.

With Versailles as the center of European politics,
French culture grew in international prestige. French
became the language of polite society and international
diplomacy, gradually replacing Latin as the language
of scholarship and learning. Royal courts across Eu-
rope spoke French, and the great aristocrats of Russia,
Sweden, Germany, and elsewhere were often more flu-
ent in French than in the tongues of their homelands.
France inspired a cosmopolitan European culture in
the late seventeenth century that looked to Versailles as
its center.

French Financial Management
Under Colbert

France’s ability to build armies and fight wars depended
on a strong economy. Fortunately for Louis, his con-
troller general, Jean-Baptiste Colbert (1619-1683),
proved to be a financial genius. Colbert’s central prin-
ciple was that the wealth and the economy of France
should serve the state. To this end, from 1665 to his
death in 1683, Colbert rigorously applied mercantilist
policies to France.

Mercantilism is a collection of governmental poli-
cies for the regulation of economic activities by and
for the state. It derives from the idea that a nation’s
international power is based on its wealth, specifically
its supply of gold and silver. To accumulate wealth, a
country always had to sell more goods abroad than it
bought. To decrease the purchase of goods outside
France, Colbert insisted that French industry should
produce everything needed by the French people.

To increase exports, Colbert supported old industries
and created new ones, focusing especially on textiles,
which were the most important sector of the economy.
Colbert enacted new production regulations, created
guilds to boost quality standards, and encouraged for-
eign craftsmen to immigrate to France. To encourage

the purchase of French goods, he abolished many do-
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L etter from Versailles

in 1652, the German princess Elisabeth-Charlotte was
qughter of the elector of the Palatinate, one of the
small states of the Holy Roman Empire. In 1671 she
arrfed the duke of Orléans, brother of Louis XIV. When
Euﬁﬁ’ wife died in 1683, Elisabeth-Charlotte became the

| ,’g est-ranked woman at the French court. Despite the con-
<iderable pride she took in her position, her correspondence
reveals her unhappiness and boredom with court life and

her longing for home, as shown in the letter to her sister
:f'g}gerpted below.

[ | have nothing new to tell you; | walk and read and
write; sometimes the king drives me to the hunt in his
caleche. There are hunts every day; Sundays and Wednes-
days are my son’s days; the king hunts Mondays and
Thursdays; Wednesdays and Saturdays Monseigneur [heir
to the throne] hunts the wolf; M. le Comte de Toulouse,
Mondays and Wednesdays; the Duc du Maine, Tuesdays;
and M. le Duc, Fridays. They say if all the hunting kennels
were united there would be from 900 to 1000 dogs. Twice
aweek there is a comedy. But you know, of course, that |

~ go nowhere [due to mourning for her recently deceased
husband]; which vexes me, for | must own that the the-
atre is the greatest amusement | have in the world, and
the only pleasure that remains to me. ...

If the Court of France was what it used to be one
might learn here how to behave in society; but —
excepting the king and Monsieur [the king's brother, her
deceased husband] — no one any longer knows what

mestic tariffs and raised tariffs on foreign products. In
1664 Colbert founded the Company of the East Indies
with (unfulfilled) hopes of competing with the Dutch
for Asian trade.

Colbert also hoped to make Canada—rich in un-
tapped minerals and some of the best agricultural land
in the world — part of a vast French empire. He sent
four thousand colonists to Quebec, whose capital had
been founded in 1608 under Henry IV. Subsequently,
the Jesuit Jacques Marquette and the merchant Louis
Joliet sailed down the Mississippi River, which they
named Colbert in honor of their sponsor (the name
soon reverted to the original Native American one).
Marquette and Joliet claimed possession of the land on
both sides of the river as far south as present-day Ar-
kansas. In 1684 French explorers continued down the
Mississippi to its mouth and claimed vast tertitories for
Louis X1V, The area was called, naturally, “Louisiana.”

PRIMARY SOURCE 15.2

politeness is. The young men think only of horrible de-
bauchery. | do not advise any one to send their children
here; for instead of learning good things, they will only
take lessons in misconduct. You are right in blaming Ger-
mans who send their sons to France; how | wish that you
and | were men and could go to the wars! —but that's a
completely useless wish to have. . . . If | could with pro-
priety return to Germany you would see me there quickly.
I love that country; | think it more agreeable than all oth-
ers, because there is less of luxury that | do not care for,
and more of the frankness and integrity which | seek. But,
be it said between ourselves, | was placed here against my
will, and here | must stay till | die. There is no likelihood
that we shall see each other again in this life; and what
will become of us after that God only knows. 2

EVALUATE THE EVIDENCE

1. What are the principal amusements of court life,
according to Elisabeth-Charlotte? What comparison
does she draw between life in Germany and France?

2. How does the image of Versailles conveyed by
Elisabeth-Charlotte contrast with the images of the
palace found elsewhere in this chapter? How do you
explain this contrast? If courtiers like her found life so
dreary at court, why would they stay?

Source: The Correspondence of Madame, Princess Palatine, Marie-Adélaide de
Savoie, and Madame de Maintenon, ed. and trans. Katharine Prescott Wormeley
(Boston: Hardy, Pratt, 1902), pp. 50-52.

During Colbert’s tenure as controller general, Louis
was able to pursue his goals without massive tax in-
creases and without creating a stream of new offices.
The constant pressure of warfare after Colbert’s death,
however, undid many of his economic achievements.

Louis XIV’s Wars

Louis XIV wrote that “the character of a conqueror is
regarded as the noblest and highest of titles.” In pursuit
of the title of conqueror, he kept France at war for
thirty-three of the fifty-four years of his personal rule.
Francois le Tellier, marquis de Louvois, Louis’s secre-
tary of state for war, equaled Colbert’s achievements
in the economic realm. Louvois created a professional
army in which the French state, rather than private
nobles, employed the soldiers. Uniforms and weapons
were standardized, and a rational system of training

o
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Territory gained
1668
W 1678
1713

The Acquisitions of
Louis XIV, 1668-1713

Peace of Utrecht A series of
treaties, from 1713 to 1715, that
ended the War of the Spanish
Succession, ended French
expansion in Europe, and marked |
the rise of the British Empire.

Chapter 15 Absolutism and Constitutionalism

and promotion was devised. Many historians believe
that the new loyalty, professionalism, and growth of
the French army represented the peak of Louiss suc-
cess in reforming government. As in so many other
matters, his model was followed across Europe.

Louis’s goal was to expand France to what he con-
sidered its natural borders. His armies managed to ex-
tend French borders to include important commercial
centers in the Spanish Netherlands and Flanders as
well as the entire province of
Franche-Comté between 1667
and 1678. In 1681 Louis
seized the city of Strasbourg,
and three years later he sent
his armies into the province of
Lorraine. At that moment the
king seemed invincible. In
fact, Louis had reached the
limit of his expansion. The
wars of the 1680s and 1690s
brought no additional territo-
ries but placed unbearable
strains on French resources.
Colbert’s successors resorted
to desperate measures to fi-

% E nance these wars, including
_~ devaluation of the currency
e T and new taxes.

Louis’s last war was en-
dured by a French people suf-
fering high taxes, crop failure,
and widespread malnutrition
and death. In 1700 the childless Spanish king Charles
1T (r. 1665-1700) died, opening a struggle for control
of Spain and its colonies. His will bequeathed the
Spanish crown and its empire to Philip of Anjou, Louis
XIV’s grandson (Louis’s wife, Maria-Theresa, had been
Charles’s sister). The will violated a prior treaty by
which the European powers had agreed to divide the
Spanish possessions between the king of France and
the Holy Roman emperor, both brothers-in-law of
Charles II. Claiming that he was following both Span-
ish and French interests, Louis broke with the treaty
and accepted the will, thereby triggering the War of the
Spanish Succession (1701-1713).

In 1701 the English, Dutch, Austrians, and Prussians
formed the Grand Alliance against Louis XIV. War
dragged on until 1713. The Peace of Utrecht, which
ended the war, allowed Louis’s
grandson Philip to remain king
of Spain on the understanding
that the French and Spanish
crowns would never be united.
France surrendered Nova Sco-

tia, Newfoundland, and the

ca. 1589-1725

Hudson Bay tertitory to England, which also acquired
Gibraltar, Minorca, and control of the African slave
trade from Spain (Map 15.2).

The Peace of Utrecht represented the balance-
of-power principle in operation, setting limits on the
extent to which any one power — in this case, France—
could expand. It also marked the end of French expan-
sion. Thirty-five years of war had given France the rights
to all of Alsace and some commercial centers in the
north. But at what price? In 1714 an exhausted France
hovered on the brink of bankruptcy. It is no wonder
that when Louis XIV died on September 1, 1715, many
subjects felt as much relicf as they did sorrow.

The Decline of Absolutist Spain
in the Seventeenth Century

At the beginning of the seventeenth century, France’s
position appeared extremely weak. Struggling to re-
cover from decades of religious civil war that had de-
stroyed its infrastructure and economy, France could
not dare to compete with Spain’s European and over-
seas empire or its mighty military. Yet by the end of
the century their positions were reversed, and France
had surpassed .all expectations to attain European
dominance.

By the carly seventeenth century the seeds of Span-
ish disaster were sprouting., Between 1610 and 1650
Spanish trade with the colonies in the New World fell
60 percent due to competition from local industries in
the colonies and from Dutch and English traders. At
the same time, the native Indian and African slaves
who toiled in the South American silver mines suffered
frightful epidemics of disease. Ultimately, the mines
that filled the empire’s treasury started to run dry, and
the quantity of metal produced steadily declined after
1620.

In Madrid, however, royal expenditures constantly
exceeded income. To meet mountainous state debt, the
Crown repeatedly devalued the coinage and declared
bankruptcy, which resulted in the collapse of national
credit. Meanwhile, manufacturing and commerce
shrank. In contrast to the other countries of western
Europe, Spain had a tiny middle class. The elite con-
demned moneymaking as vulgar and undignified.
Thousands entered economically unproductive profes-
sions: there were said to be nine thousand monasteries
in the province of Castile alone. To make matters worse,
the Crown expelled some three hundred thousand
Moriscos, or former Muslims, in 1609, significantly re-
ducing the pool of skilled workers and merchants.
Those working in the textile industry were forced out
of business by steep inflation that pushed their produc-
tion costs to the point where they could not compete
in colonial and international markets.®
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Map 15.2 Europe After the Peace of Utrecht, 1715

The series of treaties commonly called the Peace of Utrecht ended the War of the Spanish Succession
and redrew the map of Europe. A French Bourbon king succeeded to the Spanish throne. France surren-
dered the Spanish Netherlands (later Belgium), then in French hands, to Austria, and recognized the
Hohenzollern rulers of Prussia. Spain ceded Gibraltar to Great Britain, for which it has been a strategic
naval station ever since. Spain also granted Britain the asiento, the contract for supplying African slaves

ANALYZING THE MAP ldentify the areas on the map that changed hands as a result of the Peace of
Utrecht. How did these changes affect the balance of power in Europe?

connecTions How and why did so many European countries possess scattered or noncontiguous
territories? What does this suggest about European politics in this period? Does this map suggest

Spanish aristocrats, attempting to maintain an ex-
ttavagane lifestyle they could no longer afford, in-
creased the rents on their estates. High rents and heavy
taxes in turn drove the peasants from the land, leading
t0a decline in agricultural productivity. In cities wages
and production stagnated. Spain also ignored new sci-
entific methods that might have improved agricultural

or manufacturing techniques because they came from
the heretical nations of Holland and England.

The Spanish crown had no solutions to these dire
problems. Philip 1T (r. 1598-1621), a melancholy and
deeply pious man, handed the running of the government
over to the duke of Lerma, who used it to advance his
personal and familial wealth. Philip IV (r. 1621-1665)

d ™ French Bourbon lands
' I Spanish Bourbon lands
I Austrian Habsburg lands
[ Prussian lands
i

— Boundary of the Holy Roman Empire -
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ca. 1589-1725

Spanish Troops  The long wars that Spain fought over Dutch independence, in support of Habsburg
interests in Germany, and against France left the country militarily exhausted and financially drained by the
mid-seventeenth century. In this detail from a painting by Peeter Snayers, Spanish troops — thin, emaciated,
and probably unpaid —straggle away from battle. (Prado, Madrid, Spain/index/The Bridgeman Art Library)

left the management of his several kingdoms to Gaspar
de Guzmén, Count-Duke of Olivares. Olivares was an
able administrator who has often been compared to
Richelieu. He did not lack energy and ideas, and he suc-
ceeded in devising new sources of revenue. But he clung
to the grandiose belief that the solution to Spain’s diffi-
culties rested in a return to the imperial tradition of the
sixteenth century. Unfortunately, the imperial tradition
demanded the revival of war with the Dutch at the expi-
ration of a twelve-year truce in 1622 and a long war
with France over Mantua (1628—1659). Spain thus be-
came embroiled in the Thirty Years War. These con-
flicts, on top of an empty treasury, brought disaster.

Spain’s situation worsened with internal conflicts
and fresh military defeats through the remainder of the
seventeenth century. In 1640 Spain faced serious re-
volts in Catalonia and Portugal. In 1643 the French
inflicted a crushing defeat on a Spanish army at Rocroi
in what is now Belgium. By the Treaty of the Pyrences
of 1659, which ended the French-Spanish conflict,
Spain was compelled to surrender extensive territories
to France. In 1688 the Spanish crown reluctantly rec-
ognized the independence of Portugal, almost a cen-
tury after the two crowns were joined. The era of
Spanish dominance in Europe had ended.

Absolutism in Austria
and Prussia

What were the social conditions of eastern
Europe, and how did the rulers of Austria
and Prussia transform their nations into
powerful absolutist monarchies?

The rulers of eastern Europe also labored to build strong
absolutist states in the seventeenth century. But they
built on social and economic foundations far different
from those in western Europe, namely serfdom and
the strong nobility who benefited from it. The endless
wars of the seventeenth century allowed monarchs to
increase their power by building large armies, increas-
ing taxation, and suppressing representative institu-
tions. In exchangg for their growing political authority,
monarchs allowed nobles to remain as unchallenged
masters of their peasants, a deal that appeased both
king and nobility, but left serfs at the mercy of the
lords. The most successful states were Austria and Prus-
sia, which witnessed the rise of absolutism between
1620 and 1740.
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The Return of Serfdom

conomic and social hardship was common
across Europe; important differences existed berween
st and west. [n the west the demographic losses of
the Black Death allowed peasants to escape from serf-
Jom as they acquired enough land to feed themselves.
ln eastern Europe seventeenth-century peasants had
fargely lost their ability to own land independently.
Jiastern lords dealr with the labor shortages caused by
the Black Death by restricting the right of their peas-
ants to MOVe 10 take advantage of better opportunities
5¢iscw11€fc- In Prussian territories by 1500 the law re-
quired that runaway peasants be hunted down and re-
wuned to their lords. Moreover, lords steadily toolk
more and more of their peasants’ land and arbitrarily
imposed heavier labor obligations. By the early 1500s
Jotds in many eastern territories could command their
peasants to work for them without pay for as many as

While ¢

six days a week.

The gradual erosion of the peasantry’s economic po-
sition was bound up with manipulation of the legal
system. The local lord was also the local prosecutor,
judge, and jailer, There were no independent royal of-
ficials to provide justice or uphold the common law.
The power of the lord reached far into serfs’ everyday
lives. Not only was their freedom of movement re-
stricted, but they also required permission to marry or
could be forced to marry. Lords could reallocate the
lands worked by their serfs at will or sell serfs apart
from their families. These conditions applied even on
lands owned by the church.

Between 1500 and 1650 the consolidation of serf-
dom in eastern Europe was accompanied by the growth
of commercial agriculture, particularly in Poland and
castern Germany. As economic expansion and popu-
lation growth resumed after 1500, eastern lords in-
creased the production of their estates by squeezing
sizable surpluses out of the impoverished peasants.
They then sold these surpluses to foreign merchants,
who exported them to the growing cities of wealthier
western Furope. The Netherlands and England bene-
fited the most from inexpensive grain from the east.

It was not only the peasants who suffered in eastern
Europe, With the approval of kings, landlords sys-
tematically undermined the medieval privileges of the
towns and the power of the urban classes. Instead of
selling products to local merchants, landlords sold di-
rectly to foreigners, bypassing local towns. Eastern
towns also lost their medieval right of refuge and were
compelled to return runaways to their lords. The pop-
ulation of the towns and the urban middle classes de-
clined grearly. This development both reflected and
Promoted the supremacy of noble landlords in most of
€astern Europe in the sixteenth century.

Absolutism in Austria and Prussia

The Austrian Habsburgs

Like all of central Europe, the Habsburgs emerged
from the Thirty Years’ War impoverished and exhausted.
Their efforts to destroy Protestantism in the German
lands and to turn the weak Holy Roman Empire into
a real state had failed. Although the Habsburgs re-
mained the hereditary emperors, real power lay in the
hands of a bewildering variety of separate political ju-
risdictions. Defeat in central Europe encouraged the
Habsburgs to turn away from a quest for imperial
dominance and to focus inward and eastward in an
attempt to unify their diverse holdings. If they could
not impose Catholicism in the empire, at least they
could do so in their own domains.

Habsburg victory over Bohemia during the Thirty
Years War was an important step in this direction.
Ferdinand II (r. 1619-1637) drastically reduced the
power of the Bohemian Estates, the largely Protestant
representative assembly. He also confiscated the land-
holdings of Protestant nobles and gave them to loyal
Catholic nobles and to the foreign aristocratic merce-
naries who led his armies. After 1650 a large portion of
the Bohemian nobility was of recent origin and owed
its success to the Habsburgs.

With the support of this new nobility, the Habsburgs
established direct rule over Bohemia. Under their rule
the condition of the enserfed peasantry worsened sub-
stantially: three days per weck of unpaid labor became
the norm. Protestantism was also stamped out. These
changes were important steps in creating absolutist
rule in Bohemia.

Ferdinand TII (r. 1637-1657) continued to build
state power. He centralized the government in the em-
pire’s German-speaking provinces, which formed the
core Habsburg holdings. For the first time, a perma-
nent standing army was ready to put down any inter-
nal opposition. The Habsburg monarchy then turned
east toward the plains of Hungary, which had been
divided between the Ottomans and the Habsburgs
in the early sixteenth century. Between 1683 and 1699
the Habsburgs pushed the Ottomans from most of
Hungary and Transylvania. The recovery of all the for-
mer kingdom of Hungary was completed in 1718.

The Hungarian nobility, despite its reduced strength,
effectively thwarted the full development of Habsburg
absolutism. Throughout the seventeenth century Hun-
garian nobles rose in revolt against attempts to impose
absolute rule. They never triumphed decisively, but
neither were they crushed the way the nobility in Bo-
hemia had been in 1620. In 1703, with the Habsburgs
bogged down in the War of the Spanish Succession,
the Hungarians rose in one last patriotic rebellion un-
der Prince Francis Rikdczy. The prince and his forces
were eventually defeated, but the Habsburgs agreed
to restore many of the traditional privileges of the
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aristocracy in return for Hungarian acceptance of he-
reditary Habsburg rule. Thus Hungary, unlike Austria
and Bohemia, was never fully integrated into a central-
ized, absolute Habsburg state.

Despite checks on their ambitions in Hungary, the
Habsburgs made significant achievements in state-
building elsewhere by forging consensus with the
church and the nobility. A sense of common identity
and loyalty to the monatchy grew among clites in
Habsburg lands, even to a certain extent in Hungary.
German became the language of the state, and zealous
Catholicism helped fuse a collective identity.

Vienna became the political and cultural center of
the empire. By 1700 it was a thriving city with a popu-
lation of one hundred thousand and its own version 0
Versailles, the royal palace of Schonbrunn.

Prussia in the
Seventeenth Century

In the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, the Hohen-
zollern family had ruled parts of eastern Germany as

ca.1589-1725

the imperial electors of Brandenburg and the dukes of
Prussia. ‘The title of “clector” gave its holder the privi-
lege of being one of only seven princes or archbishops
entitled to elect the Holy Roman emperor, but the
electors had little real power. When he came to power
in 1640, the twenty-year-old Frederick William, later
known as the “Great Elector,” was determined to unify
his three provinces and enlarge his holdings. These
provinces were Brandenburg; Prussia, inherited in 1618;
and scattered territories along the Rhine inherited in
1614 (Map 15.3). Each was inhabited by German-
speakers, but each had its own estates. Although the
estates had not met regularly during the chaotic Thirey
Years Wiar, taxes could not be levied without their
consent. ‘The estates of Brandenburg and Prussia were
dominated by the nobility and the landowning classes,
known as the Junkers.

Frederick William profited from ongoing European
war and the threat of invasion from Russia when he
argued for the need for a permanent standing army.
In 1660 he persuaded Junkers in the estates to accept
taxation without consent in order to fund an army.

Map 15.3 The Growth of Austria and Brandenburg-Prussia to 1748 Austria expanded to the south-
west into Hungary and Transylvania at the expense of the Ottoman Empire. It was unable to hold the rich
German province of Silesia, however, which was conquered by Brandenburg-Prussia.
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g aoreed 1o do so in exchange for reconfirmation of
own privileges, including authority over the serfs.
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this army mobile in times of need

| Junkers The nobility of
can create great respect for you in

Brandenburg and Prussia,

Vi-
ps pg won over the Junkers, the king crushed poten-  the world, so that you can speak a ‘ they were reluctant allies
the opposition 0 his power from the towns. One by  word like the other powers.”® of Frederick William in

ver
:ter‘

Prussian cities were climinated from the estates
subjected to new taxes on goods and services.
Thereaftet, the estates’ power declined rapidly, for

;ﬂGreat Flector had both financial independence

d superior force. He revealed his strategy toward
agillg the estates in the written instructions he left

_-.SOII:

Penny-pinching and hard-work- his consolidation of the
ing, Prederick William achieved re- ‘ Prussian state.

sults. The king and his ministers

built an exceptionally honest and conscientious bu-
reaucracy to administer the country and foster eco-

nomic development. Twelfth in Europe in population,

Prussia had the fourth-largest army by 1740. The Prus-

sian army was the best in Europe, astonishing foreign

the _
rty rli Always regulate the expenditures according to the observers with its precision, skill, and discipline. As one
eir ~ pevenues, and have officials diligently render receipts Western traveler put it: “There is no theatre in Berlin

every year. When the finances are in a good state
¥

whatsoever, diversion is understood to be the hand-

ere

es, ’ again, then you will have enough means, and you some troops who parade daily, A special attraction is
 will not have to request money from the estates or the great Potsdam Grenadier Regiment. . . when they

an address them. Then it is also not necessary to hold practice drill, when they fire and when they parade up

he " the many and expensive parliaments, because the and down, it is as if they form a single body.™

ny. ' more parliaments you hold, the more authority is Nevertheless, Prussians paid a heavy and lasting

pt raken from you, because the estates always try some- price for the obsessions of their royal drillmaster.

Y. thing tha is detrimental to the majesty of the ruler.” Army expansion was achieved in part through forced

By following his own sage advice, Frederick William
tripled state revenue during his reign and expanded the
army drastically. In 1688 a population of 1 million
supported a peacetime standing army of 30,000. In
1701 the elector’s son, Frederick I, received the ele-
vated title of king of Prussia (instead of elector) as a
reward for aiding the Holy Roman emperor in the War
of the Spanish Succession.

The Consolidation of
Prussian Absolutism

Erederick William 1, “the Soldiers’ King” (r. 1713-
1740), completed his grandfacher's work, eliminating
the last traces of parliamentary estates and local self-
government. It was he who truly established Prussian
absolutism and transformed Prussia into a military
state. Frederick William was intensely attached to mil-
itary life. He always wore an army uniform, and he
lived the highly disciplined life of the professional sol-
dier. Years later he followed the family tradition by
leaving his own written instructions to his son: “A for-
midable army and a war chest large enough to make

A Prussian Giant Grenadier  Frederick William | wanted tall,

conscription, which was declared lifelong in 1713.

hflndsome soldiers. He dressed them in tight, bright uniforms to
distinguish them from the peasant population from which most
soldiers came. He also ordered several portraits of his favorites,
such as this one, from his court painter, J. C. Merk. Grenadiers
(greh-nuh-DEERZ) wore the miter cap instead of an ordinary hat
S0 that they could hurl their heavy grenades unimpeded by a
broad brim. (The Rayal Collection € 2013, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth It)
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boyars The highest-
ranking members of
the Russian nobility.
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Desperate drafices fled the country or injured them-
selves to avoid service. Finally, in 1733 Frederick Wil-
liam T ordered that all Prussian men would undergo
military training and serve as reservists in the army,
allowing him to preserve both agricultural production
and army size. To appease the Junkers, the king en-
listed them to lead his growing army. The proud nobil-
ity thus commanded the peasantry in the army as well
as on the estates.

With all men harnessed to the war machine, Prus-
sian civil society became rigid and highly disciplined.
As a Prussian minister later summed up, “To keep quiet
is the first civic duty.”!? Thus the policies of Prederick
William I, combined with harsh peas-
ant bondage and Junker tyranny, laid
the foundations for a highly militaristic
country.

The Development of Russia
and the Ottoman Empire

What were the distinctive features of Russian
and Ottoman absolutism?

A favorite parlor game of nineteenth-century intellec-
tuals was debating whether Russia was a Western (Eu-
ropean) or non-Western (Asian) society. This question
was particularly fascinating because it was unanswer-
able. To this day, Russia differs from the West in some
fundamental ways, though its history has paralleled
that of the West in other aspects.

There was no question in the minds of Europeans,
however, that the Ottomans were outsiders. Even ab-
solutist rulers disdained Ottoman sultans as cruel and
tyrannical despots. Despite stereotypes, however, the
Ottoman Empire was in many ways more tolerant than
its Western counterparts, providing protection and se-
curity to other religions while steadfastly maintaining
the Muslim faith. The Ottoman state combined the
Byzantine heritage of the territory it had conquered
with Persian and Arab traditions. Flexibility and open-
ness to other ideas and practices were sources of strength
for the empire.

The Mongol Yoke and
the Rise of Moscow

The two-hundred-year period of rule by the Mongol
khan (king) set the stage for the rise of absolutist Russia.
The Mongols, a group of nomadic tribes from present-
day Mongolia, established an empire that, at its height,

ca.1589-1725

stretched from Korea to castern Europe. In the thir-
tcenth century the Mongols conquered the Slavie
princes and forced them to render payments of goods,
money, and slaves. The princes of Moscow became
particularly adept at serving the Mongols and were
awarded the title of “great prince.” Ivan 1T (r. 1462
1505), known as Ivan the Grear, successfully expanded
the principality of Moscow toward the Baltic Sea.

By 1480 Ivan Il was strong enough to defy Mongol
control and declare the autonomy of Moscow. To le-
gitimize their new position, the princes of Moscow
modeled themselves on the Mongol khans. Like the
khans, the Muscovite state forced weaker Slavic princi-
palities to render tribute previously paid to Mongols
and borrowed Mongol institutions such as the tax
system, postal roures, and census. Loyalty from the
highest-ranking nobles, or boyars, helped the Musco-
vite princes consolidate their power.

Another source of legitimacy for Moscow was its
claim to the political and religious legacy of the Byzan-
tine Empire. After the fall of Constantinople to the
Turks in 1453, the princes of Moscow saw themselves
as the heirs of both the caesars (ot emperors) and
Orthodox Christianity. The title “esar,” first taken by
Ivan TV in 1547, is in fact a contraction of caesar. The
wsars considered themselves righrful and holy rulers,
an idea promoted by Orthodox chu rchmen who spoke
of “holy Russia” as the “Third Rome.” The marriage
of Tvan 111 to the daughter of the last Byzantine em-
peror further enhanced Moscow's assertion of imperial
authority.

The Tsar and His People

Developments in Russia took a chaotic turn with the
reign of Ivan IV (r. 1533-1584), the famous “Ivan the
Terrible” who rose to the throne at age three. At age
sixteen Ivan pushed aside his advisers and in an awe-
inspiring ceremony, with gold coins pouring down on
his head, he majestically crowned himself tsar.

Tvar’s reign was successful in defeating the remnants
of Mongol power, adding vast new territories to the
realm, and laying the foundations for the huge, multi-
ethnic Russian empire. After the sudden death of his
wife, however, Ivan began a campaign of persecution
against those he suspected of opposing him. He exe-
cuted members of leading boyar families, along with
their families, friends, servants, and peasants. To replace
them, Ivan created a new service nobility, whose loy-
alty was guaranteed by their dependence on the state
for land and titles.

As landlords demanded more from the serfs who
survived the persecutions, growing numbers of peas-
ants fled toward wild, recently conquered territories 0
the cast and south. There they joined free groups and
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jor bands known as Cossacks.
4 responded by tying peasants
- er MOTC firmly to the land and to
};blg landholders. Simultancously;
I.| ordered that urban dwellers be
b and to their towns and jobs so that
ould tax them more heavily. The
1 classes had no security in their
pertys and even the wealthiest
chants were dependent agents of
the tsar. These restrictions checked
the growth of the Russian middle
classes and stood in sharp contrast to
economic and social developments in
zv:vestern Europe.

" After the death of Ivan and his
successor, Russia entered a chaotic
erjod known as the “Time of Trou-
bles” (1598-161 3). While Ivan’s rela-
dves struggled for power, ordinary
'people suffered drought, crop failure,
“and plague. The Cossacks and peas-
ants rebelled against nobles and offi-
cials, demanding fairer treatment.

This social explosion from below brought the nobles,
big and small, together. They crushed the Cossack re-
bellion and brought Ivan’s sixteen-year-old grand-
nephew, Michael Romanov, to the throne (r.
1613-1645). (See “Primary Source 15.3: A German

Account of Russian Life,” page 484.)

Although the new tsar successfully reconsolidated
central authority, he and his successors did not improve
the lot of the common people. In 1649 a law extended
serfdom to all peasants in the realm, giving lords unre-
stricted rights over their serfs and establishing penalties

Russiai Prasant  An
eighteenth-century French
artist visiting Russia recorded
his impressions of the daily life
of the Russian people in this
etching of a fish merchant
pulling his wares through a
snowy village on a sleigh. Two
Caviar vendors behind him
Make a sale to a young mother
standing at her doorstep with

her baby in her arms. (From
Jean-Baptiste Le Prince's second set of
Russian etchings, 1765. Private
Collection/www.amis-paris
“Petersbourg.org)
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for harboring runaways. Social and
religious uprisings among the poor
and oppressed continued through the
seventeenth century. One of the larg-
est rebellions was led by the Cossack
Stenka Razin, who in 1670 attracted
a great army of urban poor and peas-
ants. He and his followers killed land-
lords and government officials and
proclaimed freedom from oppres-
sion, but their rebellion was defeated
in 1671.

Despite the urbulence of the pe-
riod, the Romanov tsars, like their
Western counterparts, made several
important achievements during the
second half of the seventeenth cen-
tury. After a long war, Russia gained
land in Ukraine from Poland in 1667
and completed the conquest of Sibe-
ria by the end of the century. Territo-
rial expansion was accompanied by
growth of the bureaucracy and the
army. The tsars employed foreign ex-

perts to reform the Russian army, .
and enlisted Cossack warriors to
fight Siberian campaigns. The
great profits from Siberia’s natural
resources, especially furs, funded
the Romanovs bid for Great
Power status. Russian imperialist
expansion to the cast paralleled
the Western powers exploration
and conquest of the Atlantic
world in the same period.

Cossacks Free groups and
outlaw armies originally
comprising runaway

\ peasants living on the

borders of Russian territory
from the fourteenth century
| onward. By the end of the
sixteenth century they had
‘ formed an alliance with the
Russian state.
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PRIMARY SOURCE 15.3

A German Account of Russian Life

Seventeenth-century Russia remained a remote and mysteri-
ous land for western and even central Europeans, who had
few direct contacts with the tsar’s dominion. Westerners por-
trayed eastern Europe as more “parbaric” and less “civilized”
than their homelands. Thus they expanded eastern Europe’s
undeniably harsher social and economic conditions to en-
compass a very debatable cultural and moral inferiority.

Knowledge of Russia came mainly from occasional travel-
ers who had visited Russia and sometimes wrote accounts of
what they saw. The most famous of these accounts was by
the German Adam Olearius (ca. 1599-1671), who was sent
to Moscow on three diplomatic missions in the 1630s. These
missions ultimately proved unsuccessful, but they provided
Olearius with a rich store of information for his Travels in
Muscovy, from which the following excerpts are taken. Pub-
lished in German in 1647 and soon translated into several
languages (but not Russian), Olearius’s unflattering but well-
informed study played a major role in shaping European
ideas about Russia.

[ the government of the Russians is what political theo-
rists call a “dominating and despotic monarchy,” where
the sovereign, that is, the tsar or the grand prince who
has obtained the crown by right of succession, rules the
entire land alone, and all the people are his subjects, and
where the nobles and princes no less than the common
folk — townspeople and peasants —are his serfs and
slaves, whom he rules and treats as a master treats his
servants. . ..

if the Russians be considered in respect to their char-
acter, customs, and way of life, they are justly to be
counted among the barbarians. ... The vice of drunken-
ness is so common in this nation, among people of every
station, clergy and laity, high and low, men and women,
old and young, that when they are seen now and then
lying about in the streets, wallowing in the mud, no atten-
tion is paid to it, as something habitual. If a cart driver
comes upon such a drunken pig whom he happens to
know, he shoves him onto his cart and drives him home,
where he is paid his fare. No one ever refuses an oppor-
tunity to drink and to get drunk, at any time and in any
place, and usually it is done with vodka. . . .

The Russians being naturally tough and born, as it
were, for slavery, they must be kept under a harsh and
strict yoke and must be driven to do their work with clubs
and whips, which they suffer without impatience, because
such is their station, and they are accustomed to it. Young
and half-grown fellows sometimes come together on cer-
tain days and train themselves in fisticuffs, to accustom
themselves to receiving blows, and, since habit is second

nature, this makes blows given as punishment easier to
bear. Each and all, they are slaves and serfs. . ..

Because of slavery and their rough and hard life, the
Russians accept war readily and are well suited to it. On
certain occasions, if need be, they reveal themselves as
courageous and daring soldiers. . - .

Although the Russians, especially the common popu-
lace, living as slaves under a harsh yoke, can bear and en-
dure a great deal out of love for their masters, yet if the
pressure is beyond measure, then it can be said of them:
“patience, often wounded, finally turned into fury.” A dan-
gerous indignation results, turned not so much against
their sovereign as against the lower authorities, especially
if the people have been much oppressed by them and
by their supporters and have not been protected by the
higher authorities. And once they are aroused and en-
raged, it is not easy to appease them. Then, disregarding
all dangers that may ensue, they resort to every kind of
violence and behave like madmen. . . . They own little;
most of them have no feather beds; they lie on cushions,
straw, mats, or their clothes; they sleep on benches and,
in winter, like the non-Germans [natives] in Livonia, upon
the oven, which serves them for cooking and is flat on
the top; here husband, wife, children, servants, and maids
huddle together. In some houses in the countryside we saw
chickens and pigs under the benches and the ovens. ...
Russians are not used to delicate food and dainties; their
daily food consists of porridge, turnips, cabbage, and
cucumbers, fresh and pickled, and in Moscow mostly of
big salt fish which stink badly, because of the thrifty use
of salt, yet are eaten with relish. ...

The Russians can endure extreme heat. In the bath-
house they stretch out on benches and let themselves be
beaten and rubbed with bunches of birch twigs and wisps
of bast (which | could not stand); and when they are hot
and red all over and so exhausted that they can bear it no
longer in the bathhouse, men and women rush outdoors
naked and pour cold water over their bodies; in winter
they even wallow in the snow and rub their skin with it as
if it were soap; then they go back into the hot bathhouse.
And since bathhouses are usually near rivers and brooks,
they can throw themselves straight from the hot into the
cold bath. ...

Generally noble families, even the small nobility, rear
their daughters in secluded chambers, keeping them hid-
den from outsiders; and a bridegroom is not allowed to
have a look at his bride until he receives her in the bridal
chamber. Therefore some happen to be deceived, being
given a misshapen and sickly one instead of a fair one,
and sometimes a kinswoman or even a maidservant in-
stead of a daughter; of which there have been examples



1 among the highborn. No wonder therefore that
n they live together like cats and dogs and that
fe eating is sO common among Russians. ...

" |n the Krem!in and in the city there are a great
churches, chapels, and monasteries, both

' and without the city walls, over two thousand
I, This is s0 because every nobleman who has

me fortune has a chapel built for himself, and most
’ Hem are of stone. The stone churches are round
vaulted inside. . ... They allow neither organs nor
other musical instruments in their churches,

ng: Instruments that have neither souls nor life
not praise God.. ..

In their churches there hang many bells, some-
nas five of six, the largest not over two hundred-
ights. They ring these bells to summon people to
irch, and also when the priest during mass raises
chalice. In Moscow, because of the multitude of
churches and chapels, there are several thousand

lIs, which during the divine service create such a
ng and din that one unaccustomed to it listens in
‘amazement.

__'VALUATE THE EVIDENCE

1. How did Olearius characterize the Russians in
general? What supporting evidence did he offer
for his judgment? What biases can you detect
in his account of Russian people?

2 How might Olearius’s account help explain
Stenka Razin's rebellion (page 483)?

3, On the basis of these representative passages,

why do you think Olearius’s book was s0 popular

and influential in central and western Europe?

Source: "A Foreign Traveler in Russia,” excerpt from pp. 249-251in
Alliourte Book for Russian History from Early Times to 1917, volume 1, Early
1 Tintes to the Late Seventeenth Century, edited by George Vernadsky,
_"Ralph T. Fisher, Jr., Alan D. Ferguson, Andrew Lossky, and

I"‘Sef.gei Pushkarev, compiler. Copyright © 1972 by Yale
University Press. Used with permission of the publisher.
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The Development of Russia and the Ottoman Empire

The Reforms of Peter the Great

Heir to Romanov efforts at state-building, Peter the
Great (r. 1682-1725) embarked on a tremendous
campaign to accelerate and complete these processes.
A giant for his time at six feet seven inches, and pos-
sessing enormous energy and willpower, Peter was de-
termined to build the army and to continue Russian
territorial expansion. Fascinated by weapons and for-
eign technology and eager to gain support against the
powetful Ottoman Empire, the tsar led a group of 250
Russian officials and young nobles on an eighteen-
month tour of western European capitals. Traveling
unofficially to avoid lengthy diplomatic ceremonies,
Peter met with foreign kings, toured the sites, and
learned shipbuilding and other technical skills from lo-
cal artisans and experts. He was particularly impressed
with the growing economic power of the Dutch and
the English, and he considered how Russia could profit
from their example.

Returning to Russia, Peter entered into a secret alli-
ance with Denmark and Poland to wage a sudden war
of aggression against Sweden wi th the goal of securing
access to the Baltic Sea and opportunities for westward
expansion. Peter and his allies believed that their com-
bined forces could win easy victories because Sweden
was in the hands of a new and inexperienced king.

Eighteen—year—old Charles XII of Sweden (1697—
1718) surprised Peter. He defeated Denmark quickly

peter the Great  This compelling portrait by Grigory Musikiysky
captures the strength and determination of the warrior-tsar in 1723,
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after more than three decades of personal rule. In his hand Peter holds
the scepter, symbol of royal sovereignty, and across his breastplate is

draped an ermine fur, a mark of honor, In the background are the
battleships of Russia's new Baltic fleet and the famous St. Peter and

St. Paul Fortress that Peter built in St. Petersburg. (Hermitage/St. Petersburg,

Russia/Bridgeman Art Library) -




Saint Basil's Cathedral, Moscow With its sloping roofs and colorful

onion-shaped domes, Saint Basil's is a

striking example of powerful Byzantine influences on Russian culture. According to fradition, an enchanted
lvan the Terrible blinded the cathedral's architects to ensure that they would never duplicate their fantastic
achievement, which still dazzles the beholder in today's Red Square. (George Holtan/Fhoto Researchers)

in 1700, then turned on Russia. In a blinding snow-
storm, his well-trained professional army attacked
and routed unsuspecting Russians besieging the
Swedish fortress of Narva on the Baltic coast. It was,
for the Russians, a grim beginning to the long and
brutal Great Northern War, which lasted from 1700
to 1721.

Peter responded to this defeat with measures de-
signed to increase state power, strengthen his armies,
and gain victory. He requi red all nobles to serve in the
army or in the civil administration— for life. Since a
more modern army and government required skilled
experts, Peter created new schools and universities and
required every young nobleman to spend five years in
education away from home. Peter established an inter-
locking military-civilian burcaucracy with fourteen
ranks, and he decreed that all had to start at the bot-
tom and work toward the top. The system allowed
some people of non-noble origins to rise to high posi-
tions, a rarity in Europe at the time. Drawing on his
experience abroad, Peter sought talented foreigners
and placed them in his service. These measures gradu-
ally combined to make the army and government more
powerful and efficient.

Peter also greatly increased the service requirements
of commoners. In the wake of the Narva disaster, he
established a regular standing army of more than two
hundred thousand peasant-soldiers, drafted for life and

commanded by noble officers. He added an additional
hundred thousand men in special regiments of Cos-
sacks and foreign mercenaries. To fund the army, taxes
on peasants increased threefold during Peter’s reign.
Serfs were also arbitrarily assigned to work in the grow-
ing number of factories and mines that supplied the
military.

Peter’s new war machine was able to crush the small
army of Sweden in Ukraine at Poltava in 1709, one of
the most significant battles in Russian history. Russia’s
victory against Sweden was conclusive in 1721, and
Fstonia and present-day Latvia came under Russian
rule for the first time. After his vicrory at Poltava, Peter
channeled enormous resources into building a new
Western-style capital on the Baltic to rival the great
cities of Europe. Originally a desolate and ‘swampy
Swedish outpost, the magnificen city of St, Petersburg
was designed to reflect modern urban planning, with
wide, straight avenues, buildings set in a uniform line,
and large parks.

The government drafted twenty-five thousand ©
forty thousand men each summer to labor in St. Peters-
burg, many of whom died from hunger, sickness, and
accidents. Nobles were ordered to build costly palaces
in St. Petersburg and to live in them most of the year.
Merchants and artisans were required to settle and
build in the new capital. The building of St. Petersburg
was, in truth, an enormous direct tax levied on the
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Map 15.4 The Ottoman Empire at Its Height, 1566 The Ottomans, like their great rivals the Habsburgs,

wealthy, with the peasantry forced to do the manual
labor.

There were other important consequences of Peter’s
reign. For Peter, modernization meant westernization,
and both Westerners and Western ideas flowed into
Russia for the first time. He required nobles to shave
their heavy beards and wear Western clothing, previ-
ously banned in Russia. He also ordered them to at-
tend parties where young men and women would mix
together and freely choose their own spouses. From
these efforts a new elite class of Western-oriented Rus-
sians began to emerge.

_ Peter's reforms were unpopular with many Rus-
sians. For nobles, one of Peter’s most detested reforms
was the imposition of unigeniture—inheritance of
land by one son alone— cutting daughters and other

sons from family property. For peasants, the reign of

ic tsar saw a significant increase in the bonds of serf-
-cllﬂl‘ﬂ, and the gulf between the enserfed peasantry and
thtj educared nobility increased. Despite the unpopu-
.“.l’lfy of Peter’s reforms, his modernizing and western-
zing of Russia paved the way for it to move somewhat
FIOSer to the European mainstream in its thought and
stitutions during the Enlightenment, especially un-
der Catherine the Great.

rose to rule a vast dynastic empire encompassing many different peoples and ethnic groups. The army and
the bureaucracy served to unite the disparate territories intoa s

ingle state under an absolutist ruler.

The Growth of the
Ottoman Empire

Most Christian Europeans perceived the Ottomans
as the antithesis of their own values and traditions
and viewed the empire as driven by an insatiable lust
for warfare and conquest. In their view the fall of
Constantinople was considered a historic catastro-
phe and the raking of the Balkans a form of despotic
imprisonment. To Ottoman eyes, the world looked
very different. The siege of Constantinople liberated
a glorious city from its long decline under the Byzan-
tines. Rather than being a despoiled captive, the Bal-
kans became a haven for refugees fleeing the growing
intolerance of Western Christian powers. The Otto-
man Empire provided Jews, Muslims, and even some
Christians safety from the Inquisition and religious
war.

The Ottomans came out of Central Asia as con-
quering warriors, settled in Anatolia (present-day Tur-
key), and, at their peak in the mid-sixteenth century,
ruled one of the most powerful empires in the world
(sce Chapter 14). Their possessions stretched from
western Persia across North Africa and into the heart
of central Europe (Map 15.4).
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n Muslim culture, harem means 2 sacred place or a sanc-
I tuary. The term was applied to the part of the household

occupied by women and children and forbidden to men
outside the family. The most famous harem member in Otto-
man history was Hurrem, wife of Suleiman the Magnificent.

Like many of the sultan’s concubines, Hirrem (1505?-
1558) was of foreign birth. Tradition holds that she was born
Aleksandra Lisowska in the kingdom of Poland (present-day
Ukraine). Captured during a Tartar raid and enslaved, she en-
tered the imperial harem between 1517 and 1520, when she
was about fifteen years old. Reports from Venetian visitors
claimed that she was not outstandingly beautiful, but was pos-
sessed of wonderful grace, charm, and good humor, earning
her the Turkish nickname Hurrem, or “joyful one." Soon after
her arrival, Hiirrem became the imperial favorite.

Suleiman’s love for Hiirrem led him to set aside all prece-
dents for the role of a concubine, including the rule that con-
cubines must cease having children once they gave birthto a
male heir. By 1531 Hiirrem had given Suleiman one daughter
and five sons. In 1533 or 1534 Suleiman entered formal mar-
riage with his consort—an unprecedented and scandalous
honor for a concubine. Suleiman reportedly lavished attention
on his wife and defied convention by allowing her to remain in
the palace throughout her life instead of accompanying her
son to a provincial governorship.

Contemporaries were shocked by Hurrem’s influence over
the sultan and resentful of the apparent role she played in pol-
itics and diplomacy. The Venetian ambassador Bassano wrote
that “the Janissaries and the entire court hate her and her
children likewise, but because the Sultan loves her, no one
dares to speak."”* Court rumors circulated that Hiirrem used
witchcraft to control the sultan and ordered the sultan’s exe-
cution of his first-born son by another mother.

The correspondence between Suleiman and Hirrem, un-
available until the nineteenth century, along with Suleiman's
own diaries, confirms her status as the sultan’s most trusted
confidant and adviser. During his frequent absences, the pair
exchanged passionate love letters. Hiirrem included political
information and warned of potential uprisings. She also inter-
vened in affairs between the empire and her former home, ap-
parently helping Poland attain its privileged diplomatic status.
She brought a feminine touch to diplomatic relations, sending
personally embroidered articles to foreign leaders.

Hirrem used her enormous pension to contribute a
mosque, two schools, a hospital, a fountain, and two public
baths to Istanbul. In Jerusalem, Mecca, and Istanbul, she pro-
vided soup kitchens and hospices for pilgrims and the poor.
She died in 1558, eight years before her husband. Her son
Selim 11 (r. 1566-1574) inherited the throne.

*Quoted in Galina Yermolenko, “Roxolana: The
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Hiirrem and her ladies in the harem. (Bibliotheque nationale de France)

Relying on Western observers' reports, histarians tradi-
tionally depicted Hilrrem as a manipulative and power-hungry
social climber. They portrayed her career as the beginning of a
wsultanate of women" in which strong imperial leadership
gave way to court intrigue and debauchery. More recent histo-
rians have emphasized the intelligence and courage Hiirrem
demonstrated in navigating the ruthlessly competitive world
of the harem.

Hirrem's journey from Ukrainian maiden to concubine to
sultan’s wife captured enormous public attention. She is the
subject of numerous paintings, plays, and novels, as well as an
opera, a ballet, and a symphony by the composer Haydn. In-
terest in and suspicion of Hiirrem continues. In 2003 a Turkish
miniseries once more depicted her as a scheming intriguer,

QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS

1. What types of power did Hurrem exercise during her
lifetime? How did her gender enable her to attain certain
kinds of power and also constrain her ability to exercise it?

2. What can an exceptional woman like Hirrem reveal about
the broader political and social world in which she lived?

Source: Leslie P. Pierce, The Imperial Harem: Women and Sovereignty in the Ottoman
Empire (New York: Oxford University Press, 1993).

ONLINE DOCUMENT ASSIGNMENT

What forces shaped Western views of Hiirrem? GO
to the Integrated Media and examine characterizations
of Hiirrem as seen through the eyes of a Habsburg
diplomat, and then complete a writing assignment
based on the evidence and details from this chapter.
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oman Empire was built on a unique model
ate and society. Agricultural land was the pcrson'al
dicary property of'thc sultan, and peasants paid
o5 10 USE the la.m!. 1?1'1erc was therefore an almost
mplete abscnce of private landed property and no
hereditary nobility. el
" The Ottomans also employed a distinctive form of
Jernment administration. The top ranks of the bu-
' were staffed by the sultan’s slave corps. Be-
slim law prohibited enslaving other Muslims,
sultan’s agents purchased slaves along the borders
“the empire. Within the realm, the sultan levied a
M of one thousand to three thousand male children
the conquered Christian populations in the Bal-
ns every year. These young slaves were raised in Tur-
key as Muslims and were trained to fight and to
administer. Unlike enslaved Africans in European col-
onies, who faced a dire fate, the most talented Otto-
man slaves rose to the top of the bureaucracy, where
they might acquire wealth and power. The less fortu-
nate formed the core of the sultan’s army, the janissary
corps. These highly organized and efficient troops gave
the Ottomans a formidable advantage in war with
western Europeans. By 1683 service in the janissary
corps had become so prestigious that the sultan ceased
recruitment by force, and it became a volunteer army
open to Christians and Muslims.
The Ottomans divided their subjects into religious
communities, and each miller, or “nation,” enjoyed
autonomous self-government under its religious lead-
: ers. The Ottoman Empire recognized Orthodox Chris-
‘tians, Jews, Armenian Christians, and Muslims as
distinct millets, but despite its tolerance, the empire
was an explicitly Islamic state. The millet system cre-
ated a powerful bond between the Ottoman ruling
class and religious leaders, who supported the sultan’s
rule in return for extensive authority over their own
communities. Each millet collected taxes for the state,
regulated group behavior, and maintained law courts,
schools, houses of worship, and hospitals for its people.
Istanbul (known outside the empire by its original
name, Constantinople) was the capital of the empire.
The “old palace” was for the sultan’s female family
members, who lived in isolation under the care of
eunuchs, men who were castrated to prevent sexual re-
lations with women. The newer Topkapi palace was
where officials worked and young slaves trained for fu-
ture administrative or military careers. Sultans married
Women of the highest social standing, while keeping
Many concubines of low rank. To prevent the elite
families into which they married from acquiring influ-
enice over the government, sultans procreated only
with their concubines and not with official wives. They
also adopted a policy of allowing each concubine to
Produce only one male heir. At a young age, each son
Went to govern a province of the empire accompanied
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sultan The ruler of the
Ottoman Empire; he owned all
the agricultural land of the
empire and was served by an
army and bureaucracy com-
posed of highly trained slaves.

by his mother. These practices
were intended to stabilize
power and prevent a recur-
rence of the civil wars of
the late fourteenth and early
fifteenth centuries.

Sultan Suleiman undid
these policies when he boldly
married his concubine, a for-
mer slave of Polish origin
named Hiirrem, and had sev-
eral children with her. (See
“Individuals in Society: Hiir-
rem,” at left) Starting with
Suleiman, imperial wives be-
gan to take on more power.
Marriages were arranged be-
tween sultans’ daughters and
high-ranking servants, creat-
ing powerful new members of
the imperial household. Over time, the sultan’s exclu-
sive authority waned in favor of a more bureaucratic

janissary corps The core of the
sultan’s army, composed of slave
conscripts from non-Muslim
parts of the empire; after 1683 it
became a volunteer force.

millet system A system used
by the Ottomans whereby

- subjects were divided into
religious communities, with
each millet (nation) enjoying
autonomous self-government
under its religious leaders.

administration.

Alternatives to Absolutism
in England and the
Dutch Republic

How and why did the constitutional state
triumph in the Dutch Republic and England?

While France, Prussia, Russia, and Austria developed
absolutist states, England and the Netherlands evolved
toward constitutionalism, which is the limitation of
government by law. Constitutionalism also implies a
balance between the authority and power of the gov-
ernment, on the one hand, and the rights and liber-
ties of the subjects, on the other. By definition, all
constitutionalist governments have a constitution, be
it written or unwritten. A nation’s constitution may
be embodied in one basic document and occasionally
revised by amendment, like
the Constitution of the United
States. Or it may be only
partly formalized and include
parliamentary statutes, judi-
cial decisions, and a body of
traditional procedures and
practices, like the English and
Dutch constitutions.

Despite  their common
commitment to constitutional

constitutionalism A form of
government in which power is
limited by law and balanced
between the authority and
power of the government, on
the one hand, and the rights
\ and liberties of the subjects
or citizens on the other hand;
could include constitutional
monarchies or republics.
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republicanism A form of
government in which there is
no monarch and power rests

in the hands of the people as |
exercised through elected |
representatives.

Puritans Members of a
sixteenth- and seventeenth-
century reform movement |
within the Church of England
that advocated purifying it
of Roman Catholic elements,
like bishops, elaborate cer-
emonials, and wedding rings.

Chapter 15 Absolutism and Constitutionalism

government, England and the Dutch Republic repre-
sented significantly different alternatives to absolute
rule. After decades of civil war and an experiment with
republicanism, the English opted for a constitutional
monarchy in 1688. This settlement, which has en-
dured to this day, retained a monarch as the titu-
lar head of government but vested sovereignty in an
elected parliament. Upon gaining independence from
Spain in 1648, the Dutch rejected monarchical rule,
adopting a republican form of government in which
clected estates held supreme power. Neither was dem-
ocratic by any standard, but to other Europeans they
were shining examples of the restraint of arbitrary
power and the rule of law.

Absolutist Claims in England

In 1588 Queen Elizabeth 1 of England (r. 1558-1603)
exercised very great personal power; by 1689 the English
monarchy was severely circumscribed. A rare female
monarch, Elizabeth was able to maintain control aver
her realm in part by refusing to marry and submirt to a
husband. She was immensely popular with her people,
but left no immediate heir to continue her legacy.

In 1603 Elizabeth’s Scottish cousin James Stuart
succeeded her as James I (r. 1603-1625). King James
was well educated and had thirty-five years’ experience
as king of Scotland. But he was not as interested in
displaying the majesty of monarchy as Elizabeth had
been. Urged to wave at the crowds who waited to greet
their new ruler, James complained that he was tired
and threatened to drop his breeches “so they can cheer
at my arse.”!!

James’s greatest problem, however, stemmed from
his absolutist belief that a monarch has a divine right
to his authority and is responsible only to God. James
went so far as to lecture the House of Commons:
“There are no privileges and immunities which can
stand against a divinely appointed King.” Such a view
ran directly counter to English traditions that a per-
son’s property could not be taken away without due
process of law. James I and his son
Charles I (r. 1625-1649) consid-
ered such constraints intolerable
and a threat to their divine-right
prerogative. Consequently, bitter
squabbles erupted between the
Crown and the House of Com-
mons. The expenses of England’s
intervention in the Thirty Years
War, through hostilities with
Spain (1625-1630) and France
(1627-1629), only exacerbated
tensions. Charles I's response was
to refuse to summon Parliament

from 1629 onward.

ca.1589-1725

Van Dyck, Charles | at the Hunt, ca. 1635 Anthony Van
Dyck was the greatest of Rubens's many students. In 1633
he became court painter to Charles |. This portrait of
Charles just dismounted from a horse emphasizes the
aristocratic bearing, elegance, and innate authority of the
king. Van Dyck's success led to innumerable commissions
by members of the court and aristocratic society. He had a
profound influence on portraiture in England and beyond:
some scholars believe that this portrait influenced Rigaud's

1701 portrayal of Louis XIV (see page 471). (Louvre, Paris,
France/Giraudon/The Bridgeman Art Library)

Religious Divides and the
English Civil War

Relations berween the king and the House of Commons
were also embittered by religious issues. In the eatly
seventeenth century growing numbers of English
people felt dissatisfied with the Church of England estab-
lished by Henry VIII (r. 1509-1547). Many Puritans
believed that the Protestant Reformation of the six-
teenth century had not gone far enough. They wanted
to “purify” the Anglican Church of lingering Roman
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ents— elaborate vestments and ceremo-

- lic elem
tho! and even the giving and wearing of

s, biShOpS’

g ringS.
iﬁfg I responded to such ideas by declaring, “No

'JU 1o king.” For James, bishops were among the
sief supporters of the throne. His son and successor,
i 1 further antagonized religious sentiments.
y did he marry a Catholic princess, but he also
Pportcd the heavy-handed policies of the archbishop
" Canterbury William Laud (1573-1645). In 1637
| attempted to impose two new elements on
wurch organization in Scotland: a new prayer book,
eled on the Anglican Book of Common Prayer, and
bishoprics. The Presbyterian Scots rejected these ele-
ents and revolted. To finance an army to put down
the Scots, King Charles was compelled to call a meet-
ing of Parliament in November 1640.

" Charles had ruled from 1629 to 1640 without Par-
fjament, financing his government through extraordi-
nary stopgap levies considered illegal by most English
people. For example, the king revived a medieval law

Jo 1'_1__01’11
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requiring coastal districts to help pay the cost of ships
for defense, but he levied the tax, called “ship money,”
on inland as well as coastal counties. Most members of
Parliament were not willing to trust such a despotic
king with an army. Moreover, many supported the
Scots’ resistance to Charles’s religious innovations. Ac-
cordingly, this Parliament, called the “Long Parlia-
ment” because it sat from 1640 to 1660, enacted
legislation that limited the power of the monarch and
made government without Parliament impossible.

In 1641 the Commons passed the Triennial Act,
which compelled the king to summon Patliament ev-
ery three years. The Commons impeached Archbishop
Laud and then threatened to abolish bishops. King
Charles, fearful of a Scottish invasion—the original
reason for summoning Parliament— reluctantly ac-
cepted these measures.

The next act in the conflict was precipitated by the
outbreak of rebellion in Ireland, where English gover-
nors and landlords had long exploited the people. In
1641 the Catholic gentry of Ireland led an uprising in
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Puritan Occupations
These twelve engravings
depict typical Puritan
occupations and show that
the Puritans came primarily
from the artisan and lower
middle classes. The govern-
ing classes and peasants
made up a much smaller
percentage of the Puritans
and generally adhered to the
traditions of the Church of

England. (visual Connection
Archive)
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The English Civil War,

apter 15 Absolutism and Constitutionalism

response to a feared invasion by anti-Catholic forces of
the British Long Parliament.

Without an army, Charles I could neither come to
terms with the Scots nor respond to the Irish rebellion.
After a failed attempt to arrest parliamentary leaders,
Charles left London for the north of England. There,
he recruited an army drawn from the nobility and its
cavalry staff, the rural gentry, and mercenaries. In re-
sponse, Parliament formed its own army, the New
Model Army, composed of the militia of the city of
London and country squires
with business connections.

1642-1649 During the spring of 1642

i o both sides prepared for war. In

9 . July a linen weaver became the
ET— O'I‘LA;_I_'J first casualty of the civil war
13 = ladd during a skirmish between

> 7, royal and parliamentary forces

& b in Manchester.

IMEAN \ Nsc;r;h The English civil war
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i Major baltle

Protectorate The English
military dictatorship

(1653-1658) established by
Oliver Cromwell following
the execution of Charles |.

(1642-1649) pitted the power

of the king against that of the

Parliament. After three years

of fighting, Parliament’s New

~  Model Army defeated the

king’s armies at the Battles of

Naseby and Langport in the

summer of 1645. Charles,

though, refused to concede

™ defeat. Both sides jockeyed for

position, waiting for a decisive

event. This arrived in the form of the army under the

leadership of Oliver Cromwell, a member of the House

of Commons and a devout Puritan. In 1647 Crom-

well’s forces captured the king and dismissed anti-

Cromwell members of the Parliament. In 1649 the

remaining representatives, known as the “Rump Par-

liament,” put Charles on trial for high treason. Charles

was found guilty and beheaded on January 30, 1649,
an act that sent shock waves around Europe.
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Cromwell and Puritanical
Absolutism in England

With the execution of Charles, kingship was abolished.
The question remained of how the country would be
governed. One answer was provided by philosopher
Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679). Hobbes held a pessi-
mistic view of human nature and believed that, left to
themselves, humans would compete violently for power
and wealth. The only solution, as
he outlined in his 1651 treatise
Leviathan, was a social contract in
which all members of society
placed themselves under the ab-
solute rule of the sovereign, who

ca. 1589 1725

would maintain peace and order. Hobbes imagineq
society as a human body in which the monarch serveq
as head and individual subjects together made up the
body. Just as the body cannot sever its own head, g,
Hobbes believed that society could not, having a¢.
cepted the contract, rise up against its king.

Hobbes’s longing for a benevolent absolute mop-
arch was not widely shared in England. Instead, Olive,
Cromwell and his supporters enshrined a common-
wealth, or republican government, known as the Pro.
tectorate. Theoretically, legislative power rested in the
surviving members of Parliament, and executive power
was lodged in a council of state. In fact, the army con-
trolled the government, and Oliver Cromwell con-
trolled the army, ruling what was essentially a military
dictatorship.

The army prepared a constitution, the Instrument of
Government (1653), that invested executive power in 3
lord protector (Cromwell) and a council of state. It pro-
vided for triennial parliaments and gave Parliament the
sole power to raise taxes. But after repeated disputes,
Cromwell dismissed Parliament in 1655, and the instru-
ment was never formally endorsed. Cromwell contin-
ued the standing army and proclaimed quasi-martial
law. He divided England into twelve military districts,
each governed by a major general. Reflecting Puritan
ideas of morality, Cromwell’s state forbade sports, closed
the theaters, and rigorously censored the press.

On the issue of religion, Cromwell favored some
degree of toleration, and the Instrument of Govern-
ment gave all Christians except Roman Catholics the
right to practice their faith. Cromwell had long asso-
ciated Catholicism in Ireland with sedition and her-
esy, and led an army there to reconquer the country in
August 1649. One month later, his forces crushed a
rebellion at Drogheda and massacred the garrison.
After Cromwell’s departure for England, atrocities
worsened. The English banned Catholicism in Ireland,
executed priests, and confiscated land from Catholics
for English and Scottish settlers. These brutal acts left
a legacy of Irish hatred for England.

Cromwell adopted mercantilist policies similar to
those of absolutist France. He enforced a Navigation
Act (1651) requiring that English goods be transported
on English ships. The act was a great boost to the de-
velopment of an English merchant marine and brought
about a short but successful war with the commer-
cially threatened Dutch. While mercantilist legislation
ultimately benefited English commerce, for ordinary
people the turmoil of foreign war only added to the
harsh conditions of life induced by years of civil war.
(See “Primary Source 15.4: Diary of an English Vil-
lager,” at right.) Cromwell also welcomed the immi-
gration of Jews because of their skills in business, and
they began to return to England after four centuries of
absence.



Ralph Josselin was a vicar and prosperous farmer in the vil-

ac- I ge:of Earls Colne in the southeast of England. In 1643 he
W an a diary that he maintained until his death in 1683. Re-
1.0 5 0 kable in its range, it includes intimate details of Josselin’s
ivey arsonal life and business activities as well as reflections on
1)0“‘ onal and foreign affairs. The following passage contains
,:l(:- ies recorded over one week in june 1651, during the period
€ P
- of Cromwell's Protectorate.
on-
on- [l |une 9, 1651. The state of England although worn with
[ary ¢lvil wars, and scarcity and ill trading for many years,
being but in bad terms with Holland, and not altogether
t of ire of Spain, proclaimed open war with Portugal, and
n a is in open war with France, our fleets being in the mid-
)ro- land sea: we at the same time are endeavouring to
the conquer Scotland, and Ireland, attempt Silly [an archi-
tes, pelago off the Cornish coast] with a fleet, and yet send
Tu- afleet also to reduce the islands of Barbados in Amer-
in- ?ica: and yet the nation is much discontent and divided,
tial yet feared to name not the attempts of any foreigner
Cts, against them.
tan
sed June 10. Lent Mr. Litle this day 20 pounds. Received of
Goodwife Day 3 pounds. This day my wife went to my
T Lady Honywood, where unexpectedly we had a mess of
e peas for which my wife longed very much, this was a

S good providence of god, a mercy laid out that we were
not aware of.
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d, J The Protectorate collapsed when Cromwell died in

ics ‘ 1658 and his ineffectual son succeeded him. Fed up

-ft with military rule, the English longed for a return to
. civilian government and, with it, common law and so-

to cial stability. By 1660 they were ready to restore the

n monarchy.

=d ‘

e * The Restoration of the

) English Monarchy

n The Restoration of 1660 brought to the throne Charles

'y IT (. 1660-1685), eldest son of Charles I, who had

1€ been living on the continent. Both houses of Parlia-

I ment were also restored, together with the established

{ Anglican Church. The Restoration failed to resolve two

i- serious problems, however. What was to be the atti-

d tude of the state toward Puritans, Catholics, and dis-

of senters from the established church? And whart was to

be the relationship between the king and Parliament?

piary of an English Villager

PRIMARY SOURCE 15.4

June 12. Heard Goodwife Mole had the small pox, the lord
in mercy spare me and mine, lent Goodman Mathew
4 pounds for 3 weeks.

June 15. This week past the lord was good and merciful to
me and mine in many outward mercies the lord knows my
heart was in a very dead cold frame, for the Sabbath and |
was very unprepared for it, carelessness eats up my spirit,
and | do not stir up my heart within to gods service, and
yet my god [did not] fail me, my navel moist and my belly
in a part on my left side as it were sore, my wife ill, my
daughter Jane this day ill, oh my lord quicken me and do
me good by all, | preached twice, the day very hot, grass
burns away, the lord in mercy hear prayer for a comfort-
able rain. &

EVALUATE THE EVIDENCE

1. What are Josselin’s chief concerns in life, as reflected
in these passages? How would you describe daily life
in mid-seventeenth-century England, as it appears in
these entries?

2. What elements of the “seventeenth-century crisis”
were apparent to Josselin? Based on these excerpts,
how did ordinary people make sense of the fragility
and the violence of life in this period?

Source: Alan MacFarlane, ed. The Diary of Ralph Josselin, 1616-1683 (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 1991), pp. 247-248. Spelling modernized.

To answer the first question,
Parliament enacted the Test Act
of 1673 against those outside the
Church of England, denying
them the right to vote, hold pub-
lic office, preach, teach, attend
the universities, or even assemble
for meetings. But these restric-
tions could not be enforced.
When the Quaker William Penn
held a meeting of his Friends and
was arrested, the jury refused to convict him.

In politics, Charles II’s initial determination to work
well with Parliament did not last long. Finding that
Parliament did not grant him an adequate income, in
1670 Charles entered into a secret agreement with his
cousin Louis XIV. The French king would give Charles
£200,000 annually, and in return Charles would relax
the laws against Catholics, gradually re-Catholicize

right to vote, preach,

and teach at or attend
| the universities.

Test Act Legislation, passed
by the English Parliament in
1673, to secure the position
of the Anglican Church by
stripping Puritans, Catholics,
and other dissenters of the

assemble, hold public office,
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ca.1589-172y

L3372, OF BRITTAYNE
o )

“The Royall Oake of Brittayne” The chopping down of this tree, as shown in a cartoon from 1649, signifies
the end of royal authority, stability, and the rule of law. As pigs graze (representing the unconcerned common
people), being fattened for slaughter, Oliver Cromwell, with his feet in Hell, quotes Scripture. This is a royalist
view of the collapse of Charles I's government and the rule of Cromwell. (© British Library Board)

England, and convert to Catholicism himself. When
the details of this treaty leaked out, a great wave of
anti-Catholic sentiment swept England.

When Charles died and his Catholic brother James
became king, the worst English anti-Catholic fears
were realized. In violation of the Test Act, James II (r.
1685—1688) appointed Roman Catholics to positions
in the army, the universities, and local government.
When these actions were challenged in the courts, the
judges, whom James had appointed, decided in favor
of the king. James and his supporters opened new
Catholic churches and schools and issued tracts pro-
moting Catholicism. Attempting to broaden his base
of support with Protestant dissenters and noncon-
formists, James granted religious freedom to all.

James’s opponents, a powerful coalition of eminent
persons in Parliament and the Church of England, bit-
terly resisted James’s ambitions. They offered the En-
glish throne to James’s heir, his Protestant daughter
Mary, and her Dutch husband, Prince William of Or-
ange. In December 1688 James 11, his queen, and their
infant son fled to France and became pensioners of

Louis XIV. Early in 1689 William and Mary were
crowned king and queen of England.

Constitutional Monarchy and
Cabinet Government

The English call the events of 1688 and 1689 the
“Glorious Revolution” because they believe it replaced
one king with another with barely any bloodshed. In
truth, William’s arrival sparked revolutionary riots and
violence across the British Isles and in North American
cities such as Boston and New York. Uprisings by sup-
porters of James, known as Jacobites, occurred in 1689
in Scotland. In Ireland, the two sides waged outright
war from 1689 to 1691. William’s victory at the Battle
of the Boyne (1690) and the subsequent Treaty of
Limerick (1691) sealed his accession to power.

In England, the revolution represented the final de-
struction of the idea of divine-right monarchy. The
men who brought about the revolution framed their
intentions in the Bill of Rights, which was formulated
in direct response to Stuart absolutism. Law was to be
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|
ﬁg-:_uppgnents of King James Il invited his daughter
and her hushand, the Dutch prince William of Orange,
| ake the throne of England. James fled for the safety of
mé._-oﬂe of the most outspoken proponents of the
n;ous Revolution” that brought William and Mary to the
rone was philosopher John Locke. In this passage, Locke
ues that sovereign power resides in the people, who may
2 monarch who does not obey the law.

But government into whosesoever hands it is put, be-

¢ | have before shown, entrusted with this condition,

for this end, that men might have and secure their

erties, the prince or senate, however it may have

ar to make laws for the regulation of property be-

n the subjects one amongst another, yet can never
have a power to take to themselves the whole, or any part
of the subjects’ property, without their own consent. For
this would be in effect to leave them no property atall......

* Tis true, governments cannot be supported without
great charge, and 'tis fit every one who enjoys his share of
ifie protection, should pay, out of this estate, his propor-
Eion for the maintenance of it. But still it must be with his
‘own consent, i.e., the consent of the majority, giving it
gither by themselves, or their representatives chosen by
them; for if any one shall claim a power to lay and levy
taxes on the people, by his own authority, and without
such consent of the people, he thereby invades the funda-
‘mental law of property, and subverts the end of govern-

made in Parliament; once made, it could not be sus-
pended by the Crown. Parliament had to be called at
least once every three years. The independence of the
judiciary was established, and there was to be no stand-
ing army in peacetime. Protestants could possess arms,
but the Catholic minority could not. No Catholic
could ever inherit the throne. Additional legislation
granted freedom of worship to Protestant dissenters,
but not to Catholics. William and Mary accepted these
principles when they took the throne, and the House of
Parliament passed the Bill of Rights in December 1689.
The Glotious Revolution and the concept of rep-
fesentative government found its best defense in po-
litica] philosopher John Locke’s Second Treatise of Civil
Government (1690), Locke (1632-1704) maintained
that 4 government that oversteps its proper function—
Protecting the natural rights of life, liberty, and prop-
€ity— bhecomes a tyranny. (See “Primary Source 15.5:
{Ohn Locke, Tive Treatises of Government,” above.) By
Natural” rights Locke meant rights basic to all men

PRIMARY SOURCE 15.5

hn Locke, Two Treatises of Government

ment. For what property have | in that which another may

be right to take when he pleases to himself. ...

The constitution of the legislative is the first and fun-
damental act of society, whereby provision is made for
the continuation of their union, under the direction of
persons, and bonds of laws, made by persons authorized

thereunto, by the consent and appointment of the people,

without which no one man, or number of men, amongst
them, can have authority of making laws that shall be
binding to the rest. When any one, or more, shall take
upon them to make laws, whom the people have not ap-

pointed so to do, they make laws without authority, which

the people are not therefore bound to obey; by which
means they come again to be out of subjection, and may
constitute to themselves a new legislative, as they think

best, being in full liberty to resist the force of those, who,
without authority, would impose any thing upon them. a

EVALUATE THE EVIDENCE

1. For what reason do people form a government,
according to Locke? What wauld be the justification
for disobeying laws and rejecting the authority of
government?

. In what ways does this document legitimize the events

of the Glorious Revolution?

Source: John Locke, Two Treatises of Government. Reprinted in England’s
Glorious Revolution, 1688-1689, ed. Steven C. A. Pincus (Boston: Bedford/St.
Martin’s, 2006), pp. 161-162, 164.

because all have the ability to reason. Under a tyranni-
cal government, the people have the natural right to
rebellion. On the basis of this link, he justified limit-
ing the vote to property owners. Locke’s idea that there
are natural or universal rights equally valid for all
peoples and societies was especially popular in colonial
America. American colonists also appreciated his argu-
ments that Native Americans had no property rights
since they did not cultivate the land and, by extension,
no political rights because they possessed no property.

The events of 1688 and 1689 did not constitute a
democratic revolution. The revolution placed sover-
eignty in Parliament, and Parliament represented the
upper classes. The age of aristocratic government lasted
at least until 1832 and in many ways until 1928, when
women received full voting rights.

In the course of the eighteenth century, the cabinet
system of government evolved. The term cabiner de-
rives from the small private room in which English rul-
ers consulted their chief ministers. In a cabinet system,
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the leading ministers, who must have seats in and the
support of a majority of the House of Commons, for-
mulate common policy and conduct the business of
the country. During the administration of one royal
minister, Sir Robert Walpole, who led the cabinet from
1721 to 1742, the idea developed that the cabinet was
responsible to the House of Commons. The Hanove-
rian king George 1 (r. 1714-1727) normally presided
at cabinet meetings throughout his reign, but his son
and heir, George II (r. 1727-1760), discontinued the
practice. The influence of the Crown in decision mak-
ing accordingly declined. Walpole enjoyed the favor of
the monarchy and of the House of Commons and
came to be called the king’s first, or “prime,” minister.
In the English cabinet system, both legislative power
and executive power are held by the leading ministers,
who form the government.

England’s brief and chaotic experiment with repub-
licanism under Oliver Cromwell convinced its people
of the advantages of a monarchy, albeit with strong
checks on royal authority. For supporters of Parlia-
ment, the tolerant and moderate Dutch Republic had
provided a powerful counterexample to Louis XIV's
absolutism.

Jan Steen, The Merry Family, 1668
boisterous song while seated around the dining table. Despi

In this painting from the Dutch golden age, a happy family enjoys a

te its carefree appearance, the painting was
intended to teach a moral lesson. The children are shown drinking wine and smoking, bad habits they have
learned from their parents. The inscription hanging over the mantelpiece (upper right) spells out the message
clearly: “As the Old Sing, so Pipe the Young." (Gianni Dagli Orti/The Art Archive)

ca. 1589-1725

The Dutch Republic in the
Seventeenth Century

In the late sixteenth century the seven northern proy-
inces of the Netherlands fought for and won their
independence from Spain. The independence of the
Republic of the United Provinces of the Netherlands
was recognized in 1648 in the treaty that ended the
Thirty Years War. In this period, often called the
“golden age of the Netherlands,” Dutch ideas and at-
titudes played a profound role in shaping a new and
modern worldview, At the same time, the United Prov-
inces developed its own distinctive model of a consti-
tutional state.

Rejecting the rule of a monarch, the Dutch estab-
lished a republic, a state in which power rested in the
hands of the people and was exercised through elected
representatives. Other examples of republics in early
modern Europe included the Swiss Confederation and
several autonomous city-states of Italy and the Holy
Roman Empire. Among the Ductch, an oligarchy of
wealthy businessmen called regents handled domestic
affairs in each province’s Estates (assemblies). The pro-
vincial Estates held virtually all the power. A fedetal
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assembly, or States General, handled foreign affairs and
, but it did not possess sovereign authority. All is-
ies had to be referred back to the local Estates for
roval, and each of the seven provinces could veto
proposed legislation. Holland, the province with
largest navy and the most wealth, usually domi-
¢d the republic and the States General.
) _:-Iil each province, the Estates appointed an execu-
tive officer, known as the stadholder, who carried out
monial functions and was responsible for military
: ¢fense, Although in theory freely chosen by the Es-
{tes and answerable to them, in practice the strong
influential House of Orange usually held the office
tadholder in several of the seven provinces of the
iblic. This meant that tensions always lingered be-
supporters of the House of Orange and those
; the staunchly republican Estates, who suspected
.: it the princes of Orange harbored monarchical am-
Ii l’lfi.fls. When one of them, William III, took the
i E_-lSh throne in 1688 with his wife, Mary, the repub-
"¢ Simply continued without stadholders for several
fecades,
; _The political success of the Dutch rested on their
Phenomenal commercial prosperity. The moral and

Satire on Tulipmania  This painting mocks the speculative boom in tulips that hit the Dutch Republic
the 1630s. The left side of the image depicts a group of monkeys dressed as wealthy investors engaged
ing and selling tulips. On the right side, investors experience the pain of the crash, as one monkey
es on a worthless tulip and another is brought to trial for debt. (Private Collection/Johnny Van Haeften Ltd.,

ethical bases of that commercial wealth were thrift,
frugality, and religious toleration. Although there is
scattered evidence of anti-Semitism, Jews enjoyed a
Jevel of acceptance and assimilation in Dutch business
and general culture unique in early modern Europe. In
the Dutch Republic, toleration paid off: it attracted a
great deal of foreign capital and
investment.

The Dutch came to domi-
nate the shipping business by
putting profits from their origi-
nal industry— herring fish-
ing—into shipbuilding. They
boasted the lowest shipping
rates and largest merchant marine in Europe, allowing
them to undersell foreign competitors (see Chapter
14).

Trade and commerce brought the Dutch the high-
est standard of living in Europe, perhaps in the world.
Salaries were high, and all classes of society ate well. A
scholar has described the Netherlands as “an island of
plenty in a sea of want.” Consequently, the Nether-
lands experienced very few of the food riots that char-
acterized the rest of Europe.!?

| stadholder The executive
officer in each of the
United Provinces of the
Netherlands, a position
often held by the princes
of Orange.
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Baroque Art and Music

What was the baroque style in art and music,
and where was it popular?

Throughout European history, the cultural tastes of
one age have often seemed unsatisfactory to the next.
So it was with the baroque. The term baroque may have
come from the Portuguese word for an “odd-shaped,
imperfect pearl” and was commonly used by late-
eighteenth-century art critics as an expression of scorn
for what they considered an overblown, unbalanced
style. Specialists now agree that the baroque style marked
one of the high points in the history of Western culture.

Rome and the revitalized Catholic Church of the
late sixteenth century spurred the early development of
the baroque. The papacy and the Jesuits encouraged
the growth of an intensely emotional, exuberant art.
These patrons wanted artists to go beyond the Renais-

ca. 1589-1725

sance focus on pleasing a small, wealthy cultural elite,
They wanted artists to appeal to the senses and thereby
touch the souls and kindle the faith of ordinary church-
goers while proclaiming the power and confidence of
the reformed Catholic Church. In addition to this un-
derlying religious emotionalism, the baroque drew its
sense of drama, motion, and ceaseless striving from the
Catholic Reformation. The interior of the famous Je-
suit Church of Jesus in Rome—the Gesti— combined
all these characteristics in its lavish, wildly active deco-
rations and frescoes.

Taking definite shape in lraly after 1600, the ba-
roque style in the visual arts developed with excep-
tional vigor in Catholic countries—in Spain and Latin
America, Austria, southern Germany, and Poland. Yer
baroque art was more than just “Catholic art” in the
seventeenth century and the first half of the eighteenth,
True, neither Protestant England nor the Netherlands
ever came fully under the spell of the baroque, but nei-
ther did Catholic France. And Protestants accounted
for some of the finest examples of baroque style, espe-

Rubens, Garden of Love, 1633-1634  This painting is an outstanding example of the lavishness and richness
of baroque art. Born and raised in northern Eufope, Peter Paul Rubens trained as a painter in Italy. Upon his
return to the Spanish Netherlands, he became @ renowned and amazingly prolific artist, patronized by rulers
across Europe. Rubens was a devout Catholic, and his work conveys the emotional fervor of the Catholic

Reformation. (Prado, Madrid, Spain/Glraudon/The Bridgeman Art Library)
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. music. The baroque style spread partly because
o on and bombast spoke to an agitated age that
th::l eriencing great violence and controversy in
Pﬁnd religion.
i painting, the baroque reached maturity early
Jy Peter Paul Rubens (1577-1640), the most out-
ding and most representative of baroque painters.
ﬁng in his native Flanders and in Iraly, where he
j ;iﬁﬂucnccd by masters of the High Renaissance
o a5 Michelangelo, Rubens developed his own rich,

c'suo"us. colorful style, which was characterized by

imated figures, melodramatic contrasts, and monu-
wl size. Rubens excelled in glorifying monarchs
25 Queen Mother Marie de” Medici of France. He
« also a devout Catholic; nearly half of his pictures
eat Christian subjects. Yet one of Rubens’s trademarks
the fleshy, sensual nudes who populate his can-
as Roman goddesses, water nymphs, and remark-
ly- voluptuous saints and angels.

In music, the baroque style reached its culmina-
tion almost a century later in the dynamic, soaring
lines of the endlessly inventive Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685-1750). Organist and choirmaster of several
Lutheran churches across Germany, Bach was equally
at home writing secular concertos and sublime reli-
gious cantatas. Bach’s organ music combined the ba-
roque spirit of invention, tension, and emotion in an
,]g.nﬁ) rgettable striving toward the infinite. Unlike Ru-

N\ LOOKING BACK
L OOKING AHEAD

Renaissance appeared in doubt.

==
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bens, Bach was not fully appreciated in his lifetime,
but since the carly nineteenth century his reputation
has grown steadily.
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'The seventeenth century represented a difficult
passage between two centuries of dynamism
and growth. On one side lay the sixteenth cen-
tury of religious enthusiasm and strife, overseas expansion, rising population, and vigorous commerce.
On the other side stretched the eighteenth-century era of renewed population growth, economic de-
velopment, and cultural flourishing. The first half of the seventeenth century was marked by the
spread of religious and dynastic warfare across Europe, resulting in the death and dislocation of many
millions. This catastrophe was compounded by recurrent episodes of crop failure, famine, and epi-
":i‘?.l'tmic disease, all of which contributed to a stagnant economy and population loss. In the middle
decades of the seventeenth century, the very survival of the European monarchies established in the

‘ With the re-establishment of order in the second half of the century, maintaining political and so-
cial stability was of paramount importance to European rulers and elites. In western and eastern Eu-
10pe, a host of monarchs proclaimed their God-given and “absolute” authority to rule in the name of
Peace, unity, and good order. Rulers’ ability to impose such claims in reality depended a great deal on
°mpromise with local elites, who acquiesced to state power in exchange for privileges and payoffs. In
is way, absolutism and constitutionalism did not always differ as much as they claimed. Both sys-
s relied on political compromises forged from decades of strife.

L. _[}_1‘1 cighteenth century was to see this status quo thrown into question by new Enlightenment as-
Pltations for human society, which themselves derived from the inquisitive and self-confident spirit of
the Scientific Revolution. By the end of the century, demands for real popular sovereignty would chal-
*0ge the foundations of the political order so painfully achieved in the seventeenth century.
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REVIEW and EXPLORE

’ MAKE IT STICK

" LearningCurve
\_‘ After reading the chapter, go online and use LearningCurve to retain what you've read.

? Identify Key Terms

Identify and explain the significance of each item below.

Peace of Westphalia boyars (p. 482) republicanism (p. 490)

(p. 466) Cossacks (p. 483) Puritans (p. 490)
Fronde (p. 470) sultan (p. 489) Protectorate (p. 492)
mercantilism (p. 474) janissary corps (p. 489) Test Act (p. 493)
Peace of Utrecht (p. 476) millet system (p. 489) stadholder (p. 497)
Junkers (p. 480) constitutionalism (p. 489)

Review the Main Ideas
Answer the focus questions from each section of the chapter.

+ What were the common crises and achievements of seventeenth-century European
states? (p. 464)

What factors led to the rise of the French absolutist state under Louis X1V, and why did
absolutist Spain experience decline in the same period? (p. 469)

What were the social conditions of eastern Europe, and how did the rulers of Austria
and Prussia transform their nations into powerful absolutist monarchies? (p. 478)

What were the distinctive features of Russian and Ottoman absolutism? (p. 482)

How and why did the constitutional state triumph in the Dutch Republic and England?
(p. 489)

+ What was the baroque style inart and music, and where was it popular? (p. 498)

Make Connections
' Think about the larger developmentsand continuities within and across chapters.

1. This chapter has argued that, despite their political differences, rulers in absolutist and

constitutionalist nations faced similar o
achieved many of the same goals. Do you agree with this argument? Why or why not?

bstacles in the mid-seventeenth century and

2. Proponents of absolutism in western Europe believed that their form of monarchical
rule was fundamentally different from and superior to what they saw as the “despo-
tism” of Russia and the Ottoman Empire. What was the basis of this belief and how

accurate do you think it was?



ONLINE DOCUMENT ASSIGNMENT

Hurrem

What forces shaped Western views of Hiirrem?

You encountered Hiirrem’s story on page 488. Keeping the question above in mind, go to the
Integrated Media and examine characterizations of Hiirrem as seen through the eyes of a Habsburg
diplomat, and then complete a writing assignment based on the evidence and details from this chapter.
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