|deologies and Upheavals

1815-1850

The momentous economic and political transformation of modern times that began in the
late eighteenth century with the “unfinished” revolutions — the Industrial Revolution in
England and the political revolution in France —would play out with unpredictable conse-
quences in the first half of the nineteenth century. Attempts to manage the progressive
forces associated with the French Revolution led first to a reassertion of conservative po-
litical control in continental Europe. Following the leadership of Austrian foreign minister
Klemens von Metternich, the aristocratic leaders of the Great Powers sought to stamp out
the spread of liberal and democratic reforms.

The political and cultural innovations made possible by the unfinished revolutions
proved difficuft to contain, however. In politics, powerful new ideologies — liberalism, na-
tionalism, and socialism —emerged to oppose Metternich’s revitalized conservatism. In
literature, art, and music, romanticism—an intellectual and artistic movement that chal-
lenged the certainties of the Enlightenment and fed the growth of popular nationalism —
captured the intensity of the era. A successful revolution in Greece, liberal reform in Great
Britain, and popular unrest in France gave voice to ordinary people’s desire for political
and social change. All these movements helped launch the great wave of revolutions that

swept across Europe in 1843. ™
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Lifein the #aevolutionary Era. Between 1830 and 1848, crowds stormed public areas to force political change in many
tsof Europe. Here Louis Phillipe, crowned French king in 1830 in response to popular unrest, leaves Versailles for the
WParis City Hall to greet the people. The tricolor republican flag of the revolution that he has just accepted goes before

him, i

aus de Versailles, France/Giraudon/The Bridgeman Art Library)
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How was peace restored and maintained after 1815? How and where was conservatism challenged
after 18152

What new ideologies emerged to challenge
conservatism? What were the main causes and results of the
| revolutions of 1848?

What were the characteristics of the romantic
Mavement?
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tion, they brokered an agreement that contribytey
fifty years of peace in Europe (Map 21.1). 0

The Aftermath of the
Napoleonic Wars

How was peace restored and maintained
after 1815?

The European Balance of Powey

The allied powers were concerned first and F()remo-..,.
with the defeated enemy, France. Agreeing to the rﬁt
toration of the Bourbon dynasty (see Chapter 19), ﬁl&
The eventual eruption of revolutionary political forces X '

was by no means predictable as the Napoleonic era  abdication. The first Treaty of Paris, signed befyy
ended. Quite the contrary. After finally defeating Napoleon escaped from Elba and attacked the Boyghy

Napoleon, the conservative, aristocratic monarchies of  regime, gave France the boundaries it had possessed iy
Russia, Prussia, Austria, and Great Britain— known 1792, which were larger than those of 1789, In addj:
as the Quadruple Alliance — reaffirmed their deter-  tion, France did not have to pay war reparations. Thyg
mination to hold France in line. Other international  the victorious powers avoided provoking a spirit of
questions remained unresolved. Even before Napoleon’s victimization and desire for revenge in the defeated;

final defeat, the allies had agreed to meet to fashion  country.

a general peace accord in 1814 at the Congress of Representatives of the Quadruple Alliance (plus 2
Vienna, where they faced a great challenge: how could  representative of the restored Bourbon monarch of
they construct a lasting settlement that would not sow  France) fashioned the peace at the Congress of Vienna

the seeds of another war? By carefully managing the  from September 1814 to June 1815, with minor assis-
tance from a host of delegates from the smaller Euro--

balance of power and embracing conservative restora-

Adjusting the Balance This French cartoon captures the essence of how the
educated public thought about the balance-of-power diplomacy resulting In the
Treaty of Vienna, the last page of which was signed and sealed in 1815 by the
representatives of the various European states (inset). In the cartoon, the
Englishman on the left uses his money to counterbalance the people that the
prussian and the fat Metternich are gaining in Saxony and ltaly. Alexander | sits:
happily on his prize, Poland. (cartoon: Bibliotheque nationale de France; treaty: The “Final Act"

du Ministere des Affaires Etrangeres, Paris, France/Archives Charmet/The Bridgeman Art Library)
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allies offered France lenient terms after Napolegpe

of the Treaty of Vienna, established at the Congress of Vienna, 9 June 1815 [pen & ink on paper]/Archives
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- erates. One of Ehe main tasks of the
s wis [0 raise a number of for-
e barriers against renewed French

n. The Low Countries— 1810
and Holland —were united un- 1815

? o enlarged Dutch  monarchy
ble of opposing France more effec-
ly, Prussia received  considerably 1819
_ tetritory on France's eastern bor- 1820
as to stand as the “sentinel on the
v ggainst France. In these ways,
uadruple Alliance combined leni- 1821
toward France with strong defen-

1823
1830

Self- gt and tradidonal ideas
bout the halance of power motivated
a moderation toward Trance. To
Klemens vors Metternich (M EH-tuhr-
ihl) and Robert Castlereagh (KA-suhl-

. the foreign ministers of Austria and

A Britain, respectively, as  well
their French counterpart, Charles Tal- 1832

vrand, the balance of power meant an
ley ! 1839

1840

international equilibrium of  political
and milicary forces that would discour-

aggression l)y any combination of
states or, worse, the domination ot Fu-

rope by any single stare. 1847

The Greatr Powers— Austria, Britain, 1848

Prussia, Russia, and France—used the

balance of power to settle their own dan-
gerous disputes at the Congress of Vi-
enna. The victors generally agreed that
Cach of them should receive compensation in the form

of territory for their successful struggle againse the

D0

French, Great Britain had already won colonies and
St ¢ outposts during the long wars. Austria gave
l.-lp territories in .l‘."yf:|gim'n and southern Germany but
expande

d greatly elsewhere, taking the rich provinces
and Lombardy in northern ltaly as well as
Tormer Polish possessions and new lands on the eastern
coust of the Adriatic. Russian and Prussian claims for
territorial pansion were Mmore contentious. When
nce, Austria, and Grear Britain all argued for lim-
dted pain, Russia accepted a small Polish kingdom a ndl
Prussia took only part of Saxony in addition to its
gHns ro the west (see Ma p 2. This compromise fell
very much within the framework of balance-of-power
ideolooy,

L

riunately for France, Napoleon suddenly es-
nd of B

Cped from his “comic kingdom” on the isla

,||:);l

Aang

retonived his wars {_“ ansion fora brief time
reignited] his wars of expansion fora brief cime
Chaprer 19). Yet the second Trea ty of Paris, conelu
dlter Nape fear at Waterloo in 1815,

dit = |1 = T o
still relatively moderate toward France. Fat, old Louis
/ . .

\W_ was restored o his throne for a second time.

Chronology

1790s5-1840s
1809-1848

1845-1851

France lost only a litde tenirory, Congress of Vienna

had to pay an indemnity of 700 A meeting of the Quadruple
million francs, and had o suppore Alliance — Russia, Prussia,
a large army ()f:0(.‘,(:?1_|I|;):u‘im'1 for five Austria, and Great Britain—
years. The rest of the serrlement restoration France, and
concluded ar che Congress of Vi-
enna was lefe intace. The members

of the Quac

ever, did agree to meer periodically
; )

smaltler European states to

fashion a general peace

ruple Alliance, how- settlementthat began after

the defeat of Napoleon's

o discuss their common intereses France in 1814

and o consider appropriaic mea-
sures for the maintenance of peace in Europe. This
agreemnent marked the beginning of the European

5
o

“Congress b
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en, \'V]_I_I_(.T]')_ |?.I.Si‘(i(;l_ |(_)l'].{_‘; [RREK6] 'lfh(:‘, nine-

teenth century and setdled many incernational ¢rises

peacetully, through international conferences or “con-

TIES
Qres

25" and balance-o power diplomacy.

Metternich and Conservatism

Ihe pcm.i:i_t:al_ ideals of conservatism, often

ssocinted

£ .
er Prince [Klemens von

with Ausirian foreion
gn

Metternich (1773-1859

dominared Creat Power
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Grecit Powers
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MAPPING THE PAST

Map 21.1 Europe in 1815

ut after the defeat of Napoleon international politics was

In 1815 Europe contained many different states, b
Great Britain, and France. (The number rises to

dominated by the five Great Powers: Russia, Prussia, Austria,
six if one includes the Ottoman Empire.)

ANALYZING THE MAP Trace the political boundaries of each Great Power, and compare their geographi-

cal strengths and weaknesses. What territories did Prussia and Austria gain as a result of the war with Napoleon?
CONNECTIONS How did Prussia’s and Austria's territorial gains contribute to the balance of power established
at the Congress of Vienna? What other factors enabled the Great Powers to achieve such a long-lasting peace?

.

middle ranks of the landed nobility of the Rhineland,

discussions at the Congress of Vienna. Metternich’s de-
Metternich was an internationally oriented aristocrat

. termined defense of the monarchical status quo made

him a villain in the eyes of most progressive, liberal — who made a brilliant diplomatic career. Austrian for-
chinkers of the nineteenth century. Yet rather than  eign minister from 1809 to 1848, the cosmopolital
denounce his politics, we can oy to understand the and conservative Metternich had a pessimistic view @

(0

general conservatism he represented. Born into the  human nature, which he believed was ever prone



1850
exCEsS, nd self-serving behavior. The disruptive
o the French Revolution and the Napoleonic
onfirmed these views, and Metternich’s conser-
oy would emerge as a powerful new political ideo-
| force in response to the revolutionary age.
'emmich firmly believed that liberalism, as em-
éa-:iﬂ revolutionary America and France, bore the
Snsibility for the untold hlo_odshcd and suffering
od by wenty-five years of war. Like Edmund
ke (see Chapter 19) and other conservatives,
seich blamed liberal middle-class revolutionar-
op stirring up the lower classes. Authoritarian gov-
nents, he concluded, were necessary to protect
“.t){ from the baser elements of human behavior,
were easily released in a democratic system. Or-
2ed religion was another pillar of strong govern-
ent Metternich despised the anticlericalism of the
lightenment and the French Revolution and main-
e that Christian morality was a vital bulwark
inst radical change.
Merternich defended his class and its rights and
ivileges with a clear conscience. The church and no-
ility were among Europé’s most ancient and valuable
psticutions, and conservatives regarded tradition as
e basic foundation of human society.
The threat of liberalism appeared doubly dangerous
Metternich because it generally went with aspira-
ons for national independence. Liberals believed that
ach people, each nation al group, had a right to estab-
its own independent government and fulfill its
n destiny. The idea of national self-determination
‘under constitutional government was repellent to
\Metternich because it threatened to revolutionize cen-
tral Europe and destroy the Austrian Empire.

After centuries of war, royal intermarriage, and ter-
ritorial expansion, the vast Austrian Empire of the
‘Habsburgs included many peoples within its borders
(Map 21.2). Germans made up about one-fourth of
the population. Large numbers of Magyars (Hungari-
ans), Czechs, Italians, Poles, and Ukrainians lived
alongside each other in the imperial state, as did
'S_i_hallur groups of Slovenes, Croats, Serbs, and Roma-
hians. The various Slavic groups, together with the
I_tali:ms and the Romanians, were widely scattered and
completely divided, yet they outnumbered the politi-
cally dominant Germans and Hungarians. Different
¢thnic groups mingled in the same provinces and the
same villages. The peoples of the Austrian Empire
Spoke ar least eleven different languages, observed
""'aﬁlly different customs, and lived with a surprising
Variety of regional civic and political institutions.

The multiethnic state Metternich served had
strengths and weaknesses. A large population and vast
tetritories gave the empire economic and military clout,
but its potentially dissatisfied nationalities undermined
political unity. In these circumstances, Metternich vir-

The Aftermath of the Napoleonic Wars 687

Prince Klemens von Metternich  This portrait by Sir Thomas
Lawrence reveals much about Metternich, the foreign minister of the
Austrian Empire. Handsome, refined, and intelligent, this grand
aristocrat passionately defended his class and its interests. (The Royal
Colleetion £ 2013 Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth I1)

tually had to oppose liberalism and nationalism —if
Austria was to remain intact and powerful, it could
hardly accommodate ideologics that supported na-
tional self-determination.

On Austrias borders, Russia and, to a lesser ex-
tent, the Ottoman Empire supported and echoed
Metternich’s efforts to hold back liberalism and na-
tionalism. Bitter enemies, these far-flung empires were
both absolutist states with powerful armies and long
traditions of expansion and conquest. Because of those
conquests, both were also multinational empires with
many peoples, languages, and religions, but in cach
case most of the ruling elite came from the dominant
ethnic group— the Orthodox Christian Russians of
central and northern Russia and the Muslim Ottoman
Turks of Anatolia (much of modern Turkey). After
1815 both of these multinational absolutist states
worked to preserve their respective traditional conserv-
ative orders. Only after 1840 did each in turn experi-
ence a profound crisis and embark on a program of
fundamental reform and modernization, as we shall

see in Chapter 23.
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Map 21.2 Peoples of the Habsburg Monarchy, 1815  The old dynastic state ruled by the Habsburg
monarchy was a patchwork of nationalities and ethnic groups, in which territorial borders barely reflected
the diversity of where different peoples actually lived. Note especially the widely scattered pockets of
Germans and Hungarians. How do you think this ethnic diversity might have led to the rise of national

independence movements in the Austrian Empire?

Conservative political ideologies had important prac-
tical consequences. Under Metternich’s leadership,
Austria, Prussia, and Russia embarked on a decades-
long crusade against the liberties and civil rights asso-
ciated with the Trench and American Revolutions.
The first step was the formation in September 1815 of
the Holy Alliance by Austria, Prussia, and Russia.
First proposed by Russia’s Alexander I, the alliance

worked to repress reformist and

Holy Alliance An alliance revolutionary  movements  and
Y

formed by the conservative
rulers of Austria, Prussia, |
and Russiasin September

1815 that became a symbol

of the repression of liberal

and revolutionary movements
all over Europe.

688

stifle desires for nadonal inde-
pendence across Europe.

The conservative restoration
first brought its collective power
to bear on southern Furope. In
1820 revolutionaries successfully
forced the monarchs of Spain and

the southern lralian Kingdom of the Two Sicilies to
establish constitutional monarchies, with press free-
doms, universal male suffrage, and other liberal re-
forms. Metternich was horrified: revolution was rising
once again. Calling a conference at Troppau in Aus- :
tria, he and Alexander T proclaimed the principle of
acrive intervention to maintain all autocratic regimes
whenever they were threatened. Austrian forces then
marched into Naples in 1821 and restored the autos
cratic power of Ferdinand T in the Two Sicilies. A
French invasion of Spain in 1823 likewise return¢
power to the king there.

The conservative policies of Metternich and
Holy Alliance crushed reform not only in Austria and
the Tralian peninsula but also in the entire Germal

f Vi

enna had called into being, The new confederation, a

| the

Confederation, which the peace settlement o

loose association of German-speaking states based on
Napoleon'’s reorganization of the territory, rcp_}_m:u‘i the

roughly three hundred principalities, free cities, anc




PRIMARY SOURCE 21.1

o member of @ radical student fraternity at the German
fy.of Jena assassinated the conservative author and dip-
"L,'gust von Kotzebue. Metternich used the murder as an
promufgute the repressive Karlsbad Decrees, ex-
pelow. which clamped down on liberal nationalists in
psities and the press throughout the German Confed-

n Universities
special representative of the ruler of each state shall
ointed for each university, with appropriate instruc-
"vnd extended powers, and shall reside in the place
@ the university is situated. . . .
uhe function of this agent shall be to see to the strictest
' ent of existing laws and disciplinary regulations; to
carefully the spirit which is shown by the instruc-
the university in their public lectures and regular
gs, and, without directly interfering in scientific mat-

in the methods of teaching, to give a salutary direc-
‘to the instruction, having in view the future attitude of
tudents. Lastly, he shall devote unceasing attention to
erything that may promote morality, good order, and out-
ard p”ropriety among the students. . ..
.The confederated governments mutually pledge them-
to remove from the universities or other public edu-
onal institutions all teachers who, by obvious deviation
heir duty, or by exceeding the limits of their functions,
by the abuse of their legitimate influence over the youth-
| minds, or by propagating harmful doctrines hostile to
ublic order or subversive of existing governmental institu-
,shall have unmistakably proved their unfitness for the

hefiem iportant office intrusted to them. ...
,31 o - [Articles 3 and 4 ordered the universities to enforce laws
ral re-

sy nst secret student societies.]
- Aus-
ple of
oimes
then
auto-

s, A

rned

‘Press Law
‘_ 1.S0 long as this decree shall remain in force no
\bublication which appears in the form of daily issues, or as a

ds nastic states of the Holy Roman Empire with just
'_-[-l““ty-ﬁ‘ig}‘.t German states, dominated by Prussia and

: thccl: :aﬁustriu (see Map 21.1). The states in the German Con-
an tederation retained independence, and though am-
man bassadors from each met in a Confederation Diet, or
Vi- assembly, it had little real political power. When liberal

»111, rili {r:eforrners and university students began to protest
t(;lC ;:r the national un.iﬁcation of ‘the German states, the

and artljtnan and Prussian leadership used the dlet. to issue
enforce the infamous Karlsbad Decrees in 1819.

ternich: Conservative Reaction
the German Confederation

serial not exceeding twenty sheets of printed matter, shall
go to press in any state of the union without the previous
knowledge and approval of the state officials. . ..

6. The Diet shall have the right, moreover, to suppress on
its own authority, without being petitioned, such writings
included in Article 1, in whatever German state they may ap-
pear, as, in the opinion of a commission appointed by it, are
inimical to the honor of the union, the safety of individual
states, or the maintenance of peace and quiet in Germany.
There shall be no appeal from such decisions. . ...

Establishment of an Investigative Committee

1. Within a fortnight, reckoned from the passage of this
decree, there shall convene, under the auspices of the
Confederation . . . an extraordinary commission of in-
vestigation to consist of seven members, including the
chairman.

2. The object of the commission shall be a joint inves-
tigation, as thorough and extensive as possible, of the
facts relating to the origin and manifold ramifications of
the revolutionary plots and demagogical associations
directed against the existing constitution and the internal
peace both of the union and of the individual states. &

EVALUATE THE EVIDENCE

1. How do the regulations in the decrees express the spirit
of reactionary politics after the Napoleonic Wars?

2. The decrees were periodically renewed until finally
overturned during the revolutions of 1848. How effective
were they in checking the growth of liberal politics?

Source: James Harvey Robinson, Readings in European History, vol. 2 (Boston: Ginn
and Company, 1906), pp. 547-550.

These decrees required the German states to outlaw
liberal political organizations, po-
lice their universities and newspa-
pers, and establish a permanent
committee with spies and inform-
ers to clamp down on liberal or
radical reformers. (See “Primary
Source 21.1: Metternich: Conser-
vative Reaction in the German
Confederation,” above.)

| Karlsbad Decrees Issued

in 1819, these decrees

were designed to uphold
Metternich's conservatism,
requiring the German states
to root out subversive ideas
and squelch any liberal
organizations.
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Chapter 21 Ideologies and Upheavals

The forces of reaction squelched reform in Russia as
well. In St. Petersburg in December 1825, a group of
about three thousand army officers inspired by liberal
ideals staged a protest against the new tsar, Nicholas 1.
Troops loyal to Nicholas I surrounded and assaulted
the group with gunfire, cavalry, and cannon, leaving
some sixty men dead; the surviving leaders were publicly
hanged, and the rest sent to exile in Siberia. Through
military might, secret police, imprisonment, and exe-
cution, conservative regimes in central Europe used
the powers of the state to repress liberal reform wher-
ever possible.

Limits to Conservative Power
and Revolution in South America

Metternich liked to call himself “the chief Minister of
Police in Europe,” and in the following years, the
members of the Holy Alliance continued to battle
against liberal political change.! While Metternich’s
system proved quite effective in central Europe, at
Jeast until 1848, the monarchists failed to stop dynas-
tic change in PFrance in 1830 or prevent Belgium
from winning independence from the Netherlands in
1831.

The most dramatic challenge to conservative power
occurred not in Europe, but overseas in South Amer-
ica. In the 1820s South American elites rose up and
broke away from the Spanish crown and established a
number of new republics based at first on liberal, En-
lightenment ideals. The leaders of the revolutions were
primarily wealthy Creoles, direct descendants of Span-
ish parents born in the Americas. The well-established
and powerful Creoles—only about 5 percent of the
population — resented the political and economic con-
trol of an even smaller elite minority of peninsulares,
people born in Spain who lived in and ruled the colo-
nies. The vast majority of the population, composed of
“mestizos” and “mulattos” (people of ethnically mixed
heritage), enslaved and freed Africans, and native in-
digenous peoples, languished at the bottom of the so-
cial pyramid.

By the late 1700s the Creoles had begun to question
Spanish policy and even the necessity of further colo-
nial rule. The spark for revolt came during the Napo-
leonic Wars, when the French occupation of Spain in
1808 weakened the power of the autocratic Spanish
crown and the Napoleonic rhetoric of rights inspired
revolutionaries. Yet the Creoles hesitated, worried that
open revolt might upend the social pyramid or even
lead to a slave revolution as in Haiti (see Chapter 19).

+ 'The South American revolutions thus began from
below, with spontaneous uprisings by subordinated
peoples of color. Creole leaders quickly emerged to
take control of a struggle that would prove to be more
prolonged and violent than the American Revolution,

I 815"1 REn

with outcomes less clear. In the north, the cop, e
general Simén Bolivar—the Latin Americay utlen
lent of George Washington—defeated Spanigh (}ur
and established a short-lived “Gran Colombia » wh
lasted from 1819 to 1830. Bolivar, the “People’s Iibé'
tor,” dreamed of establishing a federation of sau"
American states, modeled on the United States, T, g
south, José de San Martin, a liberal-minded mility ‘
commander, successfully threw off Spanish conro] 1y
1825. g
Dreams of South American federation and i

f

proved difficult to implement. By 1830 the |jppe
northern state established by Bolivar had fractyged
and by 1840 the borders of the new nations log
much like the map of Latin America today. Most of
new states initially received liberal constitutions, |y
these were difficult to implement in lands where the
vast majority of people had no experience with congje
tutional rule and women and the great underclags gf "
non-Creoles were not allowed to vote. Experiments.
with liberal constitutions soon gave way to a new pos-
litical system controlled by caudillos (cow-DEE-yohs),
or strong men, sometimes labeled warlords. Often for-
mer Creoles, the caudillos ruled limited territories on
the basis of military strength, family patronage, and
populist politics. The South American revolutions had
failed to establish lasting constitutional republics, but
they did demonstrate the revolutionary potential of
liberal ideals and the limits on conservative control.

The Spread of Radical Ideas

What new ideologies emerged to challenge
conservatism?

In the years following the peace settlement of 1815,
intellectuals and social observers sought to harness the
radical ideas of the revolutionary age to new political
movements. Many rejected conservatism, with its stress
on tradition, a hereditary monarchy, a privileged tr_lﬂd’
owning aristocracy, and an official state church. Ofrent
inspired by liberties championed during the French
Revolution, radical thinkers developed and refined al-
rernative ideologies— or political pl‘.ilosuphics——ﬂﬂd
tried to convince society to act on them. In so doing
they helped articulate the basic political ideals that
continue to shape Western society today.

Liberalism and the Middle Class
The principal ideas of liberalism— liberty and equal”

ity—were by no means defeated in 1815, First re&”
ized successfully in the American Revolution and then
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art in the French Revolution, liberalism
l-gprescﬂtﬂth’ﬂ government as opposed o
' archy, and equality before the law as
Jy separate classes. The idea of liberty
fic individual freedoms: freedom of
1 freedom of speech, freedom of assembly,
hip, and freedom from arbitrary arrest.
eas are still the guiding beliefs in modern dem-
- cpates, but in Europe in 1815 only France with
111's Constitutional Charter and Great Brit-
¢h its parliament had realized any of the liberal
_ fiven in those countrics, liberalism had only

in

'm'.of Wwors

o succeed.
hough conservatives still saw liberalism as a pro-

threat, it had gained a group of powerful adher-
the new upper classes made wealthy through
wing industrialization and global commerce. Lib-
{Leconomic principles, the doctrine of laissez faire
2y FEHR), called for free trade (including relaxa-
fimport/export duties), unrestricted private enter-
and no government interference in the economy.
we saw in Chapter 17, Adam Smith posited the
w1 of free-market capitalism in 1776 in opposition to
Lilism and its attempt to regulate trade. Smith
that freely competitive private enterprise would
all citizens a fair and equal opportunity to do what
did best and would result in greater income for
fe, not just the rich. (Smith’s form of liberalism
often called “classical” liberalism in the United States
yider to distinguish it sharply from modern Ameri-

e liberalism, which usually favors more government
grams to meet social needs and to regulate the
fConomy.)

In the first half of the nineteenth century, liberal
olitical ideals became closely associated with narrow
interests. Starting in the 1820s in Britain, busi-
elites enthusiastically embraced laissez-faire poli-
tes because they proved immensely profitable, and
sed liberal ideas to defend their right to do as they
hed in their factories. Labor unions were outlawed
ause, these elites argued, unions restricted free com-

on and the individual’s “right to work.” Early-
ificteenth-century liberals favored representative
oVernment, but they generally wanted property quali-
tions attached ro the right to vote. In practice, this
eant limiting the vote to very small numbers of the
Il-to-do, Workers, peasants, and women, a5 well as
dﬁli?-cluss shopkeepers, clerks, and artisans, did not
OWn the necessary property and thus could not vote.
_ As liberalism became increasingly identified with
P_Pef~clu.t;s business interests, some 0pponcants of con-

Ivatism felf thar liberalism did not go nearly far

S
1 #hough, Inspired by memories of the French Revolu-
_2 A ﬂ:: and l'l'lclcxmnple n%' Jacksonian dctnncmcy in the
hen i ﬂac::% AJY‘ICI"LC:II‘I rePL|l)llt:. thes? 1'cpnb.|1c;.1.ns mfp:mded
al ideology to include universal voting rights, at
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least for males. Republicans were more radical than the
liberals, and they were more willing than most liberals
to endorse violent upheaval to achieve goals. As a re-
sult, liberals and radical republicans could join forces
against conservatives only up to a point.

The Growing Appeal
of Nationalism

Nationalism — an idea destined to have an enormous
influence in the modern world—was another radical
idea that gained popularity in the years after 1815. The
nascent power of nationalism was revealed in the suc-
cess of the French armies in the revolutionary and
Napoleonic Wars, when soldiers inspired by patriotic
loyalty to the French nation achieved victory after vic-
tory (see Chapter 19). Early
nationalists found inspiration
in the vision of a people united
by a common language, a
common history and culture,
and a common territory. In
German-speaking central Eu-
rope, defeat by Napoleon’s
armies had made the vision of
a national people united in de-
fense of their “fatherland” par-
ticularly attractive.

In the early nineteenth cen-
tury such national unity was
more a dream than a reality as
far as most ethnic groups or
nationalities were concerned.
Local dialects abounded, even
in relatively cohesive countries
like France, where peasants
from neatby villages often
failed to understand each
other. Moreover, @ variety of
ethnic groups shared the terri-
rory of most states, not just the
Austrian, Russian, and Otto-
man Empires discussed earlier. Over the course of the
nineteenth century, nationalism nonetheless gathered
forceasa poHric&] philusoph y. Advancing literacy rates,
the establishment of a mass press, the growth of large
srate bureaucracies, compulsory education, and con-
scription armies all created a common culture that en-
couraged ordinary people to take pride in their national

heritage.

In multiethnic states, however, nationalism also pro-
moted disintegration. Recognizing the power of the
“national idea,” European nationalists— generally ed-
ucated, middle-class liberals and intellectuals —sought
to turn the cultural unity that they desired into politi-
cal reality. They believed that every nation, like every

liberalism The principal ideas
of this movement were equality
and liberty; liberals demanded
representative government and
equality before the law as well
as individual freedoms such

as freedom of the press,
freedom of speech, freedom of
assembly, freedom of worship,
and freedom from arbitrary
arrest.

laissez faire A doctrine of
economic liberalism that calls
for unrestricted private
enterprise and no government
interference in the economy.

nationalism The idea that each
people had its own genius and
specific identity that manifested
itself especially in a common
language and history, and often
| led to the desire for an
independent political state.
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socialism A backlash |
against the emergence of
individualism and the
fragmentation of industrial
society, and a move toward
cooperation and a sense of
community; the key ideas
were economic planning,
greater social equality, and
state regulation of property.

Marxism An influential
political program based on
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citizen, had the right to exist in freedom and to de-
velop its unique character and spirit, and they hoped
to make the territory of each people coincide with
well-defined borders in an independent nation-state.
This political goal made nationalism explosive, par-
ticularly in central and eastern Europe, where different
peoples overlapped and intermingled. As discussed,
the Austrian, Russian, and Ottoman central states re-
fused to allow national minorities independence; that
suppression fomented widespread discontent among
nationalists who wanted freedom from oppressive im-
perial rule. In the many different principalities of the
Italian peninsula and the German Confederation, to
the contrary, nationalists yearned for national unifica-
tion across what they saw as divisive and obsolete state
borders. Whether they sought independence or unifi-
cation, before 1850 nationalist movements were fresh,
idealistic, and progressive, if not revolutionary.
In recent years scholars have tried to understand
how the nationalist vision, often fitting so poorly with
existing conditions and promising so much upheaval,
was so successful in the long run. Of fundamental im-
portance in the rise of nationalism was the develop-
ment of a complex industrial and urban society, which
required much better communication between indi-
viduals and groups.? This need for improved commu-
nication promoted the use of a standardized national
language in many areas, creating at least a superficial
cultural unity as a standard tongue spread through
mass education and the emer-
gence of the popular press. When
a minority population was large
and concentrated, the nationalist
campaign for a standardized lan-

| guage often led the minority
group to push for a separate na-
tion-state.

‘ Many scholars also argue that
nations are recent creations, the

| product of a new, self-conscious
nationalist ideology. Thus nation-
states emerged in the nineteenth

the socialist ideas of German ‘ century as “imagined communi-

radical Karl Marx, which
called for a working-class
revolution to overthrow
capitalist society and
establish a Communist state.

ties” that sought to bind millions

of strangers together around

the abstract concept of an all-

‘ embracing national identity. This

meant bringing citizens together

with emotionally charged sym-

bols and ceremonies, such as independence holidays

and patriotic parades. On these occasions the imag-

, ined nation of spiritual equals might celebrate its most

hallowed traditions, which were often recent inven-
tions.?

Between 1815 and 1850 most people who believed

in nationalism also believed in cither liberalism or rad-

18154

ical republicanism. A deep belief in the creativi
nobility of the people linked these two concepts, |
erals and especially democrats saw the people ds
ultimarte source of all government. Yet libepals and\l
tionalists agreed that the benefits of 5‘3'ng0\*€1'1{111'
would be possible only if the people were United
common traditions that transcended local inte )
and even class differences. Thus the liberty of the i
vidual and the love of a free nation overlapped gl‘ea
in the carly nineteenth century. '
Despite some confidence that a world system |yyeq
on independent nations would promote global |
mony, early nationalists eagerly emphasized the
ferences among peoples and developed a strong ge
of “us” versus “them.” To this “us-them” outlook, i1
all too easy for nationalists to add two highly yolag
ingredients: a sense of national mission and a sense of
national superiority. As Europe entered an age of j"
creased global interaction, these two underlying i ;
would lead to aggression and conflict, as powerfyl
nation-states backed by patriotic citizens comp_etéf
with each other on the international stage. :

The Foundations of
Modern Socialism

More radical than liberalism or nationalism was
socialism. Early socialist thinkers were a diverse group
with wide-ranging ideas. Yet they shared a sense that
the political revolution in France, the growth of indus:
trialization in Britain, and the rise of laissez faire had:
created a profound spiritual and moral crisis, Mod:
ern capitalism, they believed, fomented a selfish in
vidualism that encouraged inequality and split th
community into isolated fragments. Society urgentl
required fundamental change to re-establish cooperds
tion and a new sense of community.

Early socialists felt an intense desire to help the
poor, and they preached that the rich and the poot
should be more nearly equal economically. To this end_’.
they believed that private property should be strictlyl
regulated by the government, or abolished outright
and replaced by state or community ownership. Eco-
nomic planning, greater social equality, and state reg4=
lation of property were the key ideas of cafly
socialism—and of all socialism since.

One influential group of early socialist advocate®
became known as the “utopian socialists” because thel
grand schemes for social improvement ultimatety

proved unworkable. The Frenchmen Count Henri ¢

Saint-5imon (awn-REE duh san-see-MOHN) (1760=
1825) and Charles Fourier (sharl FAWR-ee-ay) (1772=
1837) and the British industrialist Robert Owen all
founded movements intended to establish model co™”
munities that would usher in a new age of happiﬂcss'
and equality.



1850

_Simon optimistic:dly proclaimed the tremen-
" ibilities of industrial development: “The
Pﬂsc' of the human species . . . is before us!™
.,ﬂ_;lp:pmgmss was“proper social orgauiza_rion that
 the “parasites —the court, the aristocracy,
« and churchmen—to give way, once and for
¢ “doers” —the leading scientists, engineers,
ustrialists. The doers would carefully plan the
y and guide it forward by undertaking vast
- works projects and establishing investment
aint-Simon also stressed in highly moralistic
that every social institution ought to have as its
oal improved conditions for the poor.

¢ 1830 the utopian critique of capitalism be-
sharper. Chatles Fourier envisaged a socialist
2 of mathematically precise, self-sufficient com-
iies called “phalanxes,” each made up of 1,620
Jle. Foutier was also an early proponent of the total
ncipation of women. According to Fouriet, under
lism young single women were shamelessly
&_f’ to their future husbands for dowries and other
acial considerations. ‘Therefore, he called for the
ition of marriage and for sexual freedom and free
ns based only on love. The great British utopian
yert Owen, an early promoter of labor unions, like-
called for society to be reorganized into model
trial-agricultural communities. Saint-Simon,
tter, and Owen all had followers who tried to put
ideas into practice. Though these attempts had
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basically collapsed by the 1850s, utopian socialist ideas
remained an inspiration for future reformers and revo-
lutionaries.

Some socialist thinkers embraced the even more
radical ideas of anarchism. In his 1840 pamphlet What
Is Property? Pierre-Joseph Proudhon (1809-1865), a
self-educated printer, famously argued that “property
is theft!” Property, he claimed, was profit that was sto-
len from the worker, the source of all wealth. Distrust-
ful of all authority and political systems, Proudhon
believed that states should be abolished and that soci-
ety should be organized in loose associations of work-
ing people.

Other early socialists, like Louis Blanc (18111 882),
a sharp-eyed, intelligent journalist, focused on more
practical reforms. In his Organization of Work (1839),
he urged workers to agitate for universal voting rights
and to take control of the state peacefully. Blanc be-
lieved that the state should set up government-funded
workshops and factories to guarantee full employment.
The right to work had to become as sacred as any other
right.

As industrialization advanced in European cities,
working people began to embrace the socialist mes-
sage. This happened first in France, where workers
cherished the memory of the radical phase of the
French Revolution and became violently opposed to
laissez-faire laws that denied their right to organize in
guilds and unions. Developing a sense of class in the
process of their protests, workers favored collective ac-
tion and government intervention in economic life.
Thus the aspirations of workers and radical theorists
reinforced each other, and a genuine socialist move-
ment emerged in Paris in the 1830s and 1840s.

The Birth of
Marxist Socialism

In the 1840s France was the center of socialism, but in
the following decades the German intellectual Karl
Marx (1818-1883) would weave the diffuse strands of
socialist thought into a distinctly modern ideology.
Marxist socialism — or Marxism — would have a last-
ing impact on political thought and practice.

The son of a Jewish lawyer who had converted to
Lutheranism, the young Marx was a brilliant student.

Mr. and Mrs. Karl Marx  Active in the revolution of 1848, Marx fled
from Germany in 1849 and settled in London. There Marx and his young
wife lived a respectable middle-class life while he wrote Capital, the
weighty exposition of his socialist theories. Marx also worked to
organize the working class, and he earned a modest income as a
journalist and received financial support from his coauthor and lifelong
friend, Friedrich Engels. (Time Life Pictures/Mansell/Getty Images)
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bourgeoisie The middle-
class minority who owned
the means of production
and, according to Marx,
exploited the working-class

proletariat.

proletariat The industrial
working class who, according |
to Marx, were unfairly
exploited by the profit-
seeking bourgeoisie.

romanticism An artistic
movement at its height
from about 1790 to the
1840s that was in part a
revolt against classicism
and the Enlightenment,
characterized by a belief
in emotional exuberance,
unrestrained imagination,
and spontaneity in both art
and personal life.
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After earning a Ph.D. in philosophy at Humboldt
University in Berlin in 1841, he turned to journalism,
and his critical articles about the laboring poor caught
the attention of the Prussian police. Forced to flee
Prussia in 1843, Marx traveled around Europe, pro-
moting socialism and avoiding the authorities. He
lived a modest, middle-class life with his wife, Jenny,
and their children, often relying on his friend and col-
league Friedrich Engels (see Chapter 20) for financial
support. After the revolutions of 1848, Marx settled in
London, where he spent the rest of his life as an advo-
cate of working-class revolution.
Capital, his magnum opus, ap-
peared in 1867.

Marx was a dedicated scholar,
and his work united sociology,
economics, philosophy, and his-
tory in an impressive synthesis.
From Scottish and English politi-
cal economists like Adam Smith
and David Ricardo, Marx learned
to apply social-scientific analysis
to economic problems, though he
pushed these liberal ideas in radi-
cal directions. Deeply influenced
by the utopian socialists, Marx
championed ideals of social
equality and community. He crit-
icized his socialist predecessors,
however, for their fanciful uto-
pian schemes, claiming that his
version of “scientific’ socialism
was rooted in historic law, and
therefore  realistic.  Following
German philosophies of idealism
associated with Georg Hegel
(1770-1831), Marx came to believe that history had
patterns and purpose and moved forward in stages
toward an ultimate goal.

Bringing these ideas together, Marx argued that
class struggle over economic wealth was the great en-
gine of human history. In his view, one class had al-
ways exploited the other, and with the advent of
modern industry, society was split more clearly than
ever before: between the upper class— the bourgeoisie
(boor-ZHWAH-zee) —and the working class— the
proletariat. The bourgeoisie, a tiny minority, owned
the means of production and grew rich by exploiting
the labor of workers. Over time, Marx argued, the pro-
letariat would grow ever larger and ever poorer, and
their increasing alienation would lead them to develop
a sense of revolutionary class-consciousness. Then, just
as the bourgeoisie had triumphed over the feudal aris-
tocracy in the French Revolution, the proletariat would
overthrow the bourgeoisie in a violent revolutionary

1815-1850:'
cataclysm. The result would be the end of class Struge|
and the arrival of communism, a system of tadicy]
equality.

Fascinated by the rapid expansion of modery capie
talism, Marx based his revolutionary program on ay
insightful yet critical analysis of economic hismr},‘ U“-r.
der feudalism, he wrote, labor had been organized Ao
cording to long-term contracts of rights and I”'i"ilﬁg.es
Under capitalism, to the contrary, labor was 4 C0|.11":
modity like any other, bought and sold for wagegs 1n
the free market. The goods workers produced were al-
ways worth more than what those workers were paid;.
and the difference— “surplus value,” in Marx’s termg___
was pocketed by the bourgeoisie in the form of profiy,
. Elapitalism for Marx was imm(einsely pro}(liuctive but

i exploitative. In a never-ending search for prg
thi b}(,)urgeoisie would squeeze worl%ers dry ancllJ thfg;
expand across the globe, until all parts of the world
were trapped in capitalist relations of production,
Contemporary ideals, such as free trade, private prop-:
erty, and even marriage and Christian morality, were
myths that masked and legitimized class exploitation,
To many people, Marx’s argument that the contradic-
tions inherent in this unequal system would eventually
be overcome in a working-class revolution, appeared to
be the irrefutable capstone of a brilliant interpretation
of historical trends.

When Marx and Engels published 7he Communiss
Manifesto on the eve of the revolutions of 1848, theit
opening claim that “a spectre is haunting Europe—
the spectre of Communism” was highly exaggerated.
The Communist movement was in its infancy; scat-
tered groups of socialists, anarchists, and labor leaders
were hardly united around Marxist ideas. But by the
time Marx died in 1883, Marxist socialism had pro-
foundly reshaped left-wing radicalism in ways that
would inspire revolutionaries around the world for the
next one hundred years.

The Romantic Movement

What were the characteristics of the romantic
movement?

'The early nineteenth century brought changes to lit
erature and the other arts as well as political ideas:
Followers of the new romantic movement, or romafn?
ticism, revolted against the emphasis on rationality;
order, and restraint that characterized the Enlighten”
ment and the controlled style of classicism. Foreruf”
ners appeared from about 1750 on, but the movement
crystallized fully in the 1790s, primarily in Englan



any. Romanticism gained strength and
. qcross Europe until the 1840s, when it gradu-
gpt . way to realism.

he Tenets of Romanticism

o other cultural movements, romanticism was char-
ed by intellectual diversity. Nonetheless, common
sters stand out. Artists inspired by romanticism
iated the emphasis on reason associated with
known Enlightenment philosophes like Voltaire
(ontesquicu (see Chapter 16). Romantics cham-
el instead emotional exuberance, unrestrained
ination, and spontaneity in both art and personal
Preoccupied with emotional excess, romantic
woiks explored the awesome power of love and desire
of hatred, guilt, and despair.

" Where Enlightenment thinkers applied the scien-
¢ method to social issues and cast rosy predictions
for fiiture progress, romantics valued intuition and
postalgia for the past. Where Enlightenment thinkers
raced secularization, romantics sought the inspira-
of religious ecstasy. Where the Enlightenment
yalued public life and civic affairs, romantics delved
iito the supernatural and turned inward, to the hid-
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den recesses of the self. As the Austrian composer Franz
Schubert exclaimed in 1824:

Oh imagination, thou supreme jewel of mankind,
thou inexhaustible source from which artists and
scholars drink! Oh, rest with us— despite the fact
that thou art recognized only by a few—so as to
preserve us from that so-called Enlightenment, that
ugly skeleton without flesh or blood!®

Nowhere was the break with Enlightenment clas-
sicism more apparent than in romanticism’s general con-
ception of nature. Classicists were not particularly
interested in nature. The romantics, in contrast, were
enchanted by stormy seas, untouched forests, and icy
arctic wastelands. Nature could be awesome and tem-
pestuous, a source of beauty or spiritual inspiration.
Most romantics saw the growth of modern industry
as an ugly, brutal attack on their beloved nature and
on venerable traditions. They sought escape—in the
unspoiled Lake District of northern England, in exotic
North Africa, in an imaginary and idealized Middle
Ages.

The study of history became a romantic obsession.
History held the key to a universe now perceived to be

Delacroix, Massacre at Chios
The Greek struggle for freedom
and independence won the
enthusiastic support of liberals,
nationalists, and romantics. The
Ottoman Turks were portrayed
as cruel oppressors who were
holding back the course of
history, as in this moving

masterpiece by Delacroix.
(Louvre, Paris, France/Giraudon/The
Bridgeman Art Library)
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PRIMARY SOURCE 21.2

English Romantic Poets

These poems by Percy Bysshe Shelley and John Keats stand as sublime examples of literary romanticism.

OZYMANDIAS
Percy Bysshe Shelley, 1818

I met a traveller from an antique land

Who said: “Two vast and trunkless legs of stone
Stand in the desert. Near them, on the sand,

Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose frown,
And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command,

Tell that its sculptor well those passions read
Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things,
The hand that mocked them and the heart that fed.
And on the pedestal these words appear —

‘My name is Ozymandias, king of kings:

Look on my works, ye Mighty, and despair!”
Nothing beside remains. Round the decay

Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare,

The lone and level sands stretch far away.”

BRIGHT STAR
John Keats, 1819
Bright star, would | were stedfast as thou art —
Not in lone splendour hung aloft the night
And watching, with eternal lids apart,
Like nature’s patient, sleepless Eremite,

organic and dynamic, not mechanical and static, as
Enlightenment thinkers had believed. Historical nov-
els like Sir Walter Scott’s fvanhoe (1820), a passionate
romance set in twelfth-century England, found ecager
readers among the literate middle classes. Professional
historians influenced by romanticism, such as Jules
Michelet, went beyond the standard accounts of great
men or famous battles. Michelet’s many books on the
history of France consciously promoted the growth of
national aspirations; by fanning the embers of mem-
ory, Michelet encouraged the French people to search
the past for their special national destiny.
Romanticism was a lifestyle as well as an intellectual
movement. Many early-nineteenth-century romantics
lived lives of tremendous emotional intensity. Obses-
sive love affairs, duels to the death, madness, strange
illnesses, and suicide were not uncommon. Romantic
artists typically led bohemian lives, wearing their hair

_long and uncombed in preference to donning pow-
* dered wigs, and rejecting the materialism of refined

society. Great individualists, the romantics believed
that the full development of one’s unique human po-
tential was the supreme purpose in life.

The moving waters at their priestlike task
Of pure ablution round earth's human shores,
Or gazing on the new soft-fallen mask
Of snow upon the mountains and the moors —
No — yet still stedfast, still unchangeable,
Pillow'd upon my fair love's ripening breast,
To feel for ever its soft fall and swell,
Awake for ever in a sweet unrest,
Still, still to hear her tender-taken breath,
And so live ever — or else swoon to death.

EVALUATE THE EVIDENCE

1. How do the themes of these poems express some
of the basic tenets of romanticism?

2. How do the powerful emotions described in and
evoked by these poems challenge Enlightenment
rationalism?

Source: George Edward Woodberry, ed., The Complete Poetical Works of Percy
Bysshe Shelley (Boston: Houghton, Mifflin, and Company, 1892), p. 20%;

H. Buxton Forman, ed., The Complete Works of John Keats, vol. 3 (Glasgow:
Gowars and Gray, 1901), p. 224.

Literature

Romanticism found its distinctive voice in poetry, as
the Enlightenment had in prose. Though romantic po-
etry had important forerunners in the German “Storm
and Stress” movement of the 1770s and 1780s, its first
great poets were English: William Blake, William
Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, and Sir Walter:
Scott were all active by 1800, followed shortly by Lord:
Byron, Percy Bysshe Shelley, and John Keats. (See “Pris
mary Source 21.2: English Romantic Poets,” above.)

A towering leader of English romanticism, Willian
Wordsworth was deeply influenced by Rousseau and
the spirit of the carly French Revolution, Wordswor th
settled in the rural Lake District of England with his
sister, Dorothy, and Samuel Taylor Coleridge (17727
1834), In 1798 Wordsworth and Coleridge puhlishdd
their Lyrical Ballads, which abandoned flowery classi
cal conventions for the language of ordinary spcﬁ'f'h
and endowed simple subjects with the loftiest majesty
Wordsworth believed that all natural things were 537
cred, and his poetry often expressed a mystical appre”
ciation of nature:



natural form, rock, fruit or flower
the loose stones that cover the high-way
e 2 moral life, I saw them feel,

linkd them to some feeling; the great mass
hedded ina quickening soul, and all

| beheld, respired with inward meaning.®

every

Wordsworth expressed his love of nature in com-
'Pl;;icii forms that a variety of readers could appreci-
(his stanza well illustrates his famous conception
jpetry as the “spontaneous overflow of powerful
[which] takes its origin from emotion recol-
in tranquility.””

France under Napoleon, classicism remained
ng and at first inhibited the growth of romanti-
. An early French champion of the new move-
Germaine de Staél (duh STAHL) (1766-1817)
the French to throw away their worn-out classi-
models. Her study On Germany (1810) extolled
spontancity and enthusiasm of German writers
thinkers, and it had a powerful impact on the
1815 generation in France. (See “Individuals in
aciery: Germaine de Staél,” page 700.) Between
0 and 1850, the romantic impulse broke through
the poetry and prose of Alphonse de Lamartine,
tor Hugo, and George Sand (pseudonym of the
woman writer Armandine-Aurore-Lucile Dudevant).
ese, Victor Hugo (1802-1885) became the most

{€asper David Friedrich, Two Men
iContemplating the Moon  Friedrich’s
Teverence for the mysterious powers of
Inature radiates from this masterpiece of
{ftomantic art. Completed in 1820, the
painting shows two relatively small,
anonymous figures mesmerized by the
Stblime beauty of the full moon. Viewers
0f the painting, positioned by the artist
10 look over the shoulders of the men,
‘are likewise compelled to experience
Nature's wonder. In a subtle expression
of the connection between romanticism
and political reform, Friedrich has clothed
“the men in old-fashioned, traditional

i German dress, which radical students
.'had adopted as a form of protest against
the repressive conservatism of the

pDSt‘Nﬁpoleonic era. (Galerie Neue Meister
Dre"dﬁﬂ. Germany/© Staatliche Kunstsammiungen/
“I8sten/The Bridgeman Art Library)
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Son of a Napoleonic general, Hugo achieved an
amazing range of rhythm, language, and image in his
lyric poetry. His powerful novels exemplified the ro-
mantic fascination with fantastic characters, exotic his-
torical settings, and human emotions. The hero of
Hugo's famous 7he Hunchback of Notre Dame (1831) is
the great cathedral’s deformed bell-ringer, a “human
gargoyle” overlooking the teeming life of fifteenth-
century Paris. Renouncing his early conservatism,
Hugo equated freedom in literature with liberty in
politics and society. His political evolution was thus
exactly the opposite of Wordsworth’s, in whom youth-
ful radicalism gave way to middle-aged caution. As the
contrast between the two artists suggests, romanticism
was compatible with many political beliefs.

In central and eastern Europe, literary romanticism
and early nationalism often reinforced one another.
Well-educated romantics championed ~their own
peoplés histories, cultures, and unique greatness. Like
modern anthropologists, they studied peasant life and
transcribed the folk songs, tales, and proverbs that
the cosmopolitan Enlightenment had disdained. The
brothers Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm were particularly
successful at rescuing German fairy tales from obliv-
ion. (See Primary Source 21.3: The Brothers Grimm,
Children’s Stories and Household Tales, p. 698.) In the
Slavic lands, romantics played a decisive role in con-
verting spoken peasant languages into modern written
languages. In the vast Austrian, Russian, and Otto-
man Empires, with their many ethnic minorities, the
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PRIMARY SOURCE 21.3

Familiar fairy tales such as “Snow White" and “Little Red
Riding Hood" are the legacy of the Brothers Grimm — Jacob
(1785-1863) and Wilhelm (1768-1859)— university-trained
linguists who traveled through rural Germany recording
folktales in the first decades of the nineteenth century. Deter-
mined to preserve what Wilhelm called “a world of magic”in
a time of rapid change, their work uncovered a popular oral
culture that worked mythic, pagan, and Christian themes
into folktales and legends about the trials and joys of every-
day life. In 1812, the brothers published the first volume of
Children's Stories and Household Tales, which marked the
start of a collaborative, scholarly study of German myth and
history. The Grimms brought together the romantic idealiza-
tion of simple rural virtues and the growing appreciation of
national character and difference. Collecting German folk-
tales at the height of the Napoleonic Wars and the French
occupation of German tertitories helped popularize a specifi-
cally national tradition, which set the Germans apart from
the French and offered at least passive resistance to the for-
eign invaders. In the passages below, Wilhelm eloquently
describes the importance of uncovering lost tales and em-
phasizes the unique “riches of German poetry” found in
folktales.

From Children’s Stories and Household Tales

vol. 1(1812)

M@ When a storm of some other calamity from the heav-
ens destroys an entire crop, it is reassuring to find that a
small spot on a path lined by hedges or bushes has been
spared and that a few stalks, at least, remain standing. If
the sun favors them with light, they continue to grow,
alone and unobserved, and no scythe comes along to cut
them down prematurely for vast storage bins. But near
the end of the summer, once they have ripened and be-
come full, poor devout hands seek them out; ear upon ear,
carefully bound and esteemed more highly than entire

combination of romanticism and nationalism was par-
ticularly potent. Ethnic groups dreaming of indepen-
dence could find revolutionary inspiration in romantic
visions of a historic national destiny.

"Art and Music

Romantic concerns with nature, history, and the imag-
ination extended well beyond literature into the realms
of art and music. France’s Eugene Delacroix (oo-

From Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm,
Children’s Stories and Household Tales

vols. I and Il (1812; 1815)

sheaves, they are brought home, and for the entire Winter
they provide nourishment, perhaps the only seed for
future. That is how it all seems to us when we review |k
riches of German poetry from earlier times and disgg
that nothing of it has been kept alive. Even the mem
it is lost — folk songs and these innocent household taleg :
are all that remain.... E

We know them and we love them just because we |y
pen to have heard them in a certain way, and we like th
without reflecting on why . .. one quickly discovers th;u:,}T
the custom [of telling these tales] persists only in places
where there is a warm openness to poetry or where there
are imaginations not yet deformed by the perversities ef
modern life. ...

We have tried to collect these tales in as pure a form
as possible. In many, the narrative flow is interrupted by
rhymes and lines of verse, which sometimes clearly allit-
erate but are never sung during the telling of a tale. Pre-
cisely these are the oldest and best tales. No details have:
been added or embellished or changes, for we would Have
been reluctant to expand stories already so rich by adding
analogies and allusions. They cannot be invented. A col-
lection of this kind has never existed in Germany. 7]

From Children’s Stories and Household Tales
vol. 11(1815)

[ The true value of these tales must really be set quite highic
they put our ancient heroic poetry in a new light that could”
not have been produced in any other way. Briar Rose for
Sleeping Beauty], who is put to sleep after being pricked by,
a spindle, is really Brunhilde, put to sleep after being pricked:
by a thorn. ... . Snow White sleeps peacefully with the saffie
glowing red colors of life on her cheeks as Snaefrid, the
most beautiful woman of all, at whose coffin sits Harald the
Fair-Haired [Brunhilde, Snaefrid, and Harald are characters
from ancient Germanic myths]. .. . These folktales have

ZHEHN deh-luh-KWAH) (1798-1863), one of 107
manticism’s greatest artists, painted dramatic, cnlorf'lf
scenes that stirred the emotions. Delacroix was faset=
nated with remote and exotic subjects, whether I'l‘w‘_’:'
hunts in Morocco or dreams of languishing, sensuous:
women in a sultan’s harem. The famous German
painter Casper David Friedrich (1774-1840) prel"f.‘l‘fcld-
somber landscapes of ruined churches or remote ;H"-‘l'_'c
shipwrecks, which captured the divine presence "
natural forces.



et German myths that were thought to be

e are firmly convinced that if a search were
tedl in all the hallowed regions of our father-

' ‘-"g neglected treasures would transform them-

jn'f5 fabulous treasures and help to found the

ke origins of our poetry. It works the same

f the many dialects of our language. In them a

1t of the words and peculiarities that we had

d to be defunct live on undetected.

im of our collection was not just to serve the

the history of poetry. It was also our inten-

the poetry living in it be effective, bringing
«when it could, and that it therefore become

1,

e have published variant forms, along with rel-

notes, in the appendix. Those who feel indiffer-

<ch things will find it easier to skip over them

bt we would have found to omit them. They belong

. g-boo_k. since it is a contribution to the history
man folk poetry. These different versions seem

o noteworthy to us than they do to those who see

(once extant archetypal form. For us, they are
lkely to be attempts to capture, through numer-
proaches, an inexhaustibly rich ideal type. )

BUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS

), How does the view of German history promoted
by the Grimms bring together romanticism and
‘natlonalism? How do the folktales lend authen-
Hicity to ideas about the historical roots of the
\German nation?
2. In the selections above, Wilhelm claims that
‘the stories were collected in “as pure a form as
possible” without added details or embellish-
\ments, and he later underscores the importance
of including “variant forms.” Why does he make
these appeals to the scientific method? Would it
\Matter if the Grimms had embellished the tales?

: Maria Tatar, ed., The Annotated Brothers Grimm: The Bicentennial
SN (New York: Norton, 2004, 2012), pp. 435-36; 440; 443-445.

_In England the romantic painters Joseph M. W.
Titner (1775-1851) and John Constable (1776-1837)
]‘._"?'917&‘ fascinated by nature, but their interpretations of it
©ntrasted sharply, aptly symbolizing the tremendous
“Motional range of the romantic movement. Turner de-
-;P'C[tftl nature’s power and terror; wild storms and sink-
g ships were favorite subjects. Constable painted
Eentle Wordsworthian landscapes in which human be-
185 lived peacefully with their environment, the com-
‘Otting countryside of unspoiled rural England.

Musicians and composers likewise explored the
romantic sensibility. Abandoning well-defined struc-
tures, the great romantic composers used a wide range
of forms to create a thousand musical landscapes and
evoke a host of powerful emotions. They transformed
the small classical orchestra, tripling its size by adding
wind instruments, percussion, and more brass and
strings. The crashing chords evoking the surge of the
masses in Chopin’s “Revolutionary Etude,” and the
bottomless despair of the funeral march in Beethoven’s
'Third Symphony—such were the modern orchestra’s
musical paintings that plumbed the depths of human
feeling.

This range and intensity gave music and musicians
much greater prestige than in the past. Music no lon-
ger simply complemented a church service or helped a
nobleman digest his dinner. It became a sublime end
in itself, most perfectly realizing the endless yearning
of the soul. The unbelievable one-in-a-million per-
former— the great virtuoso who could transport the
listener to ecstasy and hysteria—became a cultural
hero. People swooned for Franz Liszt (1811-1886),
the greatest pianist of his age, as they scream for rock
stars today.

The first great romantic composer is also the most
famous today. Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)
used contrasting themes and tones to produce dra-
matic conflict and inspiring resolutions. As one con-
temporary admirer wrote, “Beethoven’s music sets in
motion the lever of fear, of awe, of horror, of suffering,
and awakens just that infinite longing which is the es-
sence of Romanticism.”® Beethoven’s range and output
were tremendous. At the peak of his fame, he began to
lose his hearing. He considered suicide but eventually
overcame despair: “1 will take fate by the throat; it will
not bend me completely to its will.™ Beethoven con-
tinued to pour out immortal music, although his last
years were silent, spent in total deafness.

Reforms and Revolutions
Before 1848

How and where was conservatism challenged
after 1815?

While the romantics enacted a revolution in the arts,
liberal, national, and socialist forces battered against
the conservative restoration of 1815. Political change
could occur through gradual and peaceful reform, or
through violent insurrection, but everywhere it took
the determination of ordinary people standing up to
prerogatives of the powerful. Between 1815 and 1848,

Reforms and Revolutions Before 1848




INDIVIDUALS IN SOCIE T

Germaine de Staél

Necker de Stagl (1766-1817) astonished contemporaries

and still fascinates historians. She was strongly influ-
enced by her parents, poor Swiss Protestants who soared to
the top of prerevolutionary Parisian society. Her brilliant but
rigid mother filled Germaine’s head with knowledge, and each
week the precocious child listened, wide-eyed and attentive,
to illustrious writers and philosophers debating ideas at her
mother's salon. At age twelve, she suffered a physical and men-
tal breakdown. Only then was she allowed to have a playmate
to romp about with on the family estate. Her adoring father
was Jacques Necker, a banker who made an enormous fortune
and became France's reform-minded minister of finance be-
fore the Revolution. Worshipping her father in adolescence,
Germaine also came to love politics.

Accepting at nineteen an arranged marriage with Baron
de Stadl-Holstein, a womanizing Swedish diplomat be-
witched by her dowry, Germaine began her life’'s work. She
opened her own intellectual salon and began to write and
publish. Her wit and exuberance attracted foreigners and lib-
eral French aristocrats, one of whom became the first of
many lovers as her marriage soured and she searched unsuc-
cessfully for the happiness of her parents’ union. Fleeing
Paris in 1792 and returning after the Thermidorian reaction
(see Chapter 19), she subsequently angered Napoleon by
criticizing his dictatorial rule. In 1803 he permanently ban-
ished her from Paris.

Retiring again to her isolated estate in Switzerland and
skillfully managing her inherited wealth, Stasél fought insom-
nia with opium and boredom with parties that attracted lumi-
naries from all over Europe. Always seeking stimulation for
her restless mind, she traveled widely in Italy and Germany
and drew upon these experiences in her novel Corinne (1807)
and her study On Germany (1810). Both works summed up her
romantic faith and enjoyed enormous success.

Stasl urged creative individuals to abandon traditional rules
and classical models. She encouraged them to embrace ex-
perimentation, emotion, and enthusiasm. Enthusiasm, which
she had in abundance, was the key, the royal road to creativity,

Rich, intellectual, passionate, and assertive, Germaine

*Quoted in G. R, Betser, Germaine de Stagl Revisited (Mew Yark: Twayne Pub-
llshers, 1994), p. 106, Enhariced by a farmirist perspective, this fine study is highly
recommended.

fQuoted ibid., p. 139.

d

Germaine de Staél. (Chateau de Versailles, France/Giraudon/The Bridgeman
Art Library)

personal fulfillment, and human improvement. Thrilling t0%
music, for example, she felt that only an enthusiastic persons
could really appreciate this gift of God, this wordless message
that “unifies our dual nature and blends senses and spirit ina
common rapture."* I
Yet a profound sadness runs through her writing. This sad-
ness, so characteristic of the romantic temperament, grew i
part out of disappointments in love and prolonged exile. Butit

ONLINE DOCUMENT ASSIGNMENT

How did the German landscape and the idea of
enthusiasm figure into Staél's view of German
romanticism? Go to the Integrated Media and _
examine excerpts from her work On Germany and ke)..‘
examples of German romantic paintings that echo
Staél's ideas, Then complete a writing assignment
based on the evidence and details from this chaptef




wout of the insoluble predicament of being
normously gifted woman in an age of intense
 gexisim. Little wonder that uneasy male com-
ors and literary critics took delight in ridicul-
¢ defaming her as a neurotic and masculine
oman; a mediocre and unnatural talent who had
Slishly dared to enter the male world of serious
Jht and action. Even her supporters could not
her for what she was. Poet Lord Byron rec-
d her genius and called her “the most emi-
man author of this, or perhaps of any
ry" but quickly added that “she should have
orn a man."t
ffeted and saddened by this scorn and conde-
sion, Staél advocated equal rights for women
jghout her life. Only with equal rights and du-
n education and careers, in love and marital
jons — could a woman ever hope to realize her
}gc_t_ual and emotional potential. Practicing
he preached as best she could, Germaine de
was a trailblazer in the struggle for women's

T

QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS

b [n what ways did Germaine de Staéls life and
‘thought reflect basic elements of the romantic
‘movement?

2 Why did male critics often attack Stagl? What
'do these criticisms tell us about gender
(telations in the early nineteenth century?

three important countries— Greece, Great Britain,
and Prance— experienced variations on these basic
themes.

National Liberation in Greece

Though conservative statesmen had maintained the
autocratic status quo despite revolts in Spain and the
Two Sicilies, a national revolution succeeded in Greece
in the 1820s. Since the fifteenth century the Greeks
had lived under the domination of the Ottoman Turks.
In spite of centuries of foreign rule, the Greeks had
survived as a people, united by their language and the
Greek Orthodox religion. In the early nineteenth cen-
tury the general growth of national aspirations in spired

a desire for independence. This rising national move-

ment led to the formation of
secret societies and then to
open revolt in 1821, led by
Alexander Ypsilanti (ihp-suh-
LAN-tee), a Greek patriot and
a general in the Russian army.

At first, the Great Powers,
particularly Metternich, op-
posed the revolution and re-
fused to back Ypsilant,
primarily because they sought
a stable Ottoman Empire as a ¥
bulwark against Russian inter- 1827 o
ests in southeast Europe. Yet X

the Greek cause had powerful Mokl e :

defenders. Educated Europe- S
ans and Americans cherished

the culture of classical Greece; Greek Independence, 1830

Russians admired the piety of

their Orthodox brethren. Writers and artists, moved
by the romantic impulse, responded enthusiastically to
the Greek national struggle. ‘The famous English ro-
mantic poet Lord Byron even joined the Greek revolu-
tionaries to fight (as he wrote in a famous poem) “that
Greece might yet be free.”

The Greeks, though often quarreling among them-
selves, battled the Ottomans while hoping for the sup-
port of European governments. In 1827 Britain, France,
and Russia yielded to popular demands at home and
directed Ottoman leaders to accept an armistice. When
they refused, the navies of these three powers trapped
the Ottoman fleet at Navarino. Russia then declared
another of its periodic wars of expansion against the
Ottomans. This led to the establishment of a Russian
protectorate over much of present-day Romania,
which had also been under Ottoman rule. Great Brit-
ain, France, and Russia finally declared Greece inde-
pendent in 1830 and installed a German prince as king
of the new country in 1832. Despite this imposed re-
gime, which left the Greek people restive, they had

Reforms and Revolutions Before 1848
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won their independence in a heroic war of liberation
against a foreign empire.

Liberal Reform in Great Britain

Pressure from below also reshaped politics in Great
Britain, but through a process of gradual reform rather
than revolution. Eighteenth-century Britain had been
remarkably stable. The landowning aristocracy domi-
nated society, but that class was neither closed nor
rigidly defined. Successful business and professional

people could buy land and be-
‘ come gentlefolk, while the com-

mon people enjoyed limited civil
rights. Yet the constitutional
monarchy was hardly democratic,
With only about 8 percent of the
population allowed to vote, the
| British Parliament, easily manip-
ulated by the king, remained in
the hands of the upper classes.
Government policies supported
the aristocracy and the new in-
dustrial capitalists at the expense
of the laboring classes.

By the 1780s there was grow-
ing interest in some kind of po-
litical reform, and organized
the revision of the Corn Laws. union activity began to emerge in
Reform Bill of 1832 A major force during the Napoleonic Wars
British political reform that | (see Chapter 19). Yet the radical
increased the number of aspects of the French Revolution
male voters by about 50 threw the British aristocracy into
percent and gave political ‘ a panic for a generation, making
representation to new it extremely hostile to any at-
industrial areas. tempts to change the status quo.

In 1815 open conflict between
the ruling class and laborers emerged when the aristoc-
racy rammed far-reaching changes in the Corn Laws
through Parliament. Britain had been unable to im-
port cheap grain from eastern Europe during the war
years, leading to high prices and large profits for the
landed aristocracy. With the war over, grain (which the
British generically called “corn”) could be imported
again, allowing the price of wheat and bread to go
down and benefiting almost everyone— except aristo-
cratic landlords. The new Corn Laws prohibited the
importation of foreign grain unless the price at home
rose to improbable levels, ensuring artificially high
bread prices for working people and handsome reve-
nues for the aristocracy. Seldom has a class legislated

* more selfishly for its own narrow economic advantage
or done more to promote a class-based view of political

Corn Laws British laws
governing the import and
export of grain, which were
revised in 1815 to prohibit

the importation of foreign |
grain unless the price at
home rose to improbable
levels, thus benefiting the
aristocracy but making food
prices high for working
people. ‘

Battle of Peterloo The

army’s violent suppression of |
a protest that took place at
Saint Peter's Fields in
Manchester in reaction to |

action.
The change in the Corn Laws, coming as it did ata
time of widespread unemployment and postwar eco-

181 5 -\'l‘ A

nomic distress, triggered protests and demonsgyyag.
by urban laborers, who enjoyed the support of 1, d
intellectuals. In 1817 the Tory government, conueg] G
completely by the landed aristocracy, responde
temporarily suspending the traditional rights of

. pe
able assembly and habeas corpus, which gives 4 pe
under arrest the right to a trial. Two years laey, |
liament passed the infamous Six Acts, which, amo
other things, placed controls on a heavily taxed P
and practically eliminated all mass meetings, T
acts followed an enormous but orderly protes, at Sat
Peter’s Fields in Manchester, which was savagely
ken up by armed cavalry. Nicknamed the Battle
Peterloo, in scornful reference to the British vietg
Waterloo, this incident demonstrated the goy
ment’s determination to repress dissenters.

Strengthened by ongoing industrial developmeng,
the new manufacturing and commercial group
sisted on a place for their new wealth alongside i’
landed wealth of the aristocracy in the framework u
political power and social prestige. They called fop"
many kinds of liberal reform: changes in town govejne
ment, organization of a new police force, more rights
for Catholics and dissenters, and reform of the Poor:
Laws to provide aid to some low-paid workers. In the
1820s a less frightened Tory government moved in thig
direction of better urban administration, greater ¢
nomic liberalism, civil equality for Catholics, and lim=
ited imports of foreign grain. These actions encouraged
the middle classes to press on for reform of Parliament
so they could bave a larger say in government.

The Whig Party, though led like the Tories by great
aristocrats, had by tradition been more responsive (0
middle-class commercial and manufacturing interests.
In 1830 a Whig ministry introduced “an act to amend
the representation of the people of England and
Wales.” After a series of setbacks, the Whigs' Refori
Bill of 1832 was propelled into law by a miighty surge:
of popular support.

Significantly, the bill moved British politics ina
democratic direction and allowed the House of Com=
mons to emerge as the all-important legislative bodys
at the expense of the aristocrat-dominated House of
Lords. The new industrial areas of the country gaine
representation in the Commons, and many old “rotten
boroughs” — electoral districts that had very few votels
and that the landed aristocracy had bought and sold—
were eliminated. The number of voters increased Y

about 50 percent, to include abour 12 percent of adult
men in Britain and Ireland. Comfortable middle-clas$
groups in the urban population, as well as some st y
standal farmers who leased their land, received the
vote. Thus the conflicts building in Great Britain we!®
successfully— though only temporarily — resolved:
Continued peaceful reform within the system appeate®
difficult but not impossible.



51850
_ ipeople’s Charter” of 1838 and ri_'lc Chartist
it inspired pressed Briti;h clites for yer more
ﬂ-form (sce Chapter 20). Inspired by the eco-
z;stress of the working class in the 1830s and
the Chartists demanded universal male (but not
'y suffrage. They saw complete political democ-
ind rule by the common people—the great ma-
ke population—as the mea ns to a good and
i Iry. Hundreds of thousands of people signed
e Feti[iﬂlls calling on Parliament to grant all
the right to vote, first in 1839, again in 1842, and
i in 1848, Parliament rejected all three peri-
" [ the short run, the working poor failed with
harist demands, bur they learned a valuable
in mass politics.
Jhile calling for universal male suffrage, many
; goclass people joined with middle-class manu-
. in the Anti-Corn Law League, ounded in
ester in 1839. Mass participation made possible
pulﬁr crusade led by fighting liberals, who argued
bt lower food prices and more jobs in industry de-
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pended on repeal of the Corn Laws. Much of the
working class agreed. When Ireland’s potato crop failed
in 1845 and famine prices for food seemed likely in
England, Tory prime minister Robert Peel joined with
the Whigs and a minority of his own party to repeal
the Corn Laws in 1846 and allow free imports of grain.
England escaped famine. Thereafter the liberal doc-
trine of free trade became almost sacred dogma in
Great Britain.

The following year, the Tories passed a bill designed
to help the working classes, but in a different way. The
Ten Hours Act of 1847 limited the workday for women
and young people in factories to ten hours. In compe-
tition with the middle class for the support of the
working class, Tory legislators continued to support
legislation regulating factory conditions. This compe-
tition between a still-powerful aristocracy and a strong
middle class was a crucial factor in Great Britain’s
peaceful political evolution. The working classes could
make temporary alliances with either competitor to
better their own conditions.

METROPOLITAN
ANTI-CORN LAW ASSOCIATION

920,30
Mol 2. : Lt ST

Py

e T

(s et

The Anti-Corn Law Movement in Action  This contemporary
illustration focuses on the Anti-Corn Law League's remarkable
ability to mobilize a broad urban coalition that was dedicated to
free trade and the end of tariffs on imported grain. Each league
supporter was encouraged to join the national organization and
receive a membership card like the one shown here, attend

meetings and lectures, and demonstrate in the streets. (cartoon:
The Granger Collection, New York; card: © Museum of London, U.K./The
Bridgeman Art Library)
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Ireland and the Great Famine

The people of Ireland did not benefit from the political
competition in Britain, In the mid-1800s Ireland was
an agricultural nation, and the great majority of the
rural population (outside of the northern counties of
Ulster, which were partly Presbyterian) were Irish
Catholics. They typically rented their land from a tiny
minority of Church of England Protestant landown-
ers, who often resided in England. Using a middleman
system, these absentee landlords leased land for short
periods only, set rents at will, and easily evicted their
tenants. In short, landlords used their power to grab as
much profit as possible.

Trapped in an exploitative tenant system driven by
a pernicious combination of religion and class, Irish
peasants lived in abominable conditions. Wretched
one-room mud cabins dotted the Irish countryside; the
typical tenant farmer could afford neither shoes nor
stockings. Hundreds of shocking accounts described
hopeless poverty. The novelist Sir Walter Scott wrote:

The poverty of the Irish peasantry is on the extreme
verge of human misery; their cottages would scarce
serve for pig styes even in Scotland; and their rags
seem the very refuse of a sheep, and are spread over
their bodies with such an ingenious variety of
wretchedness that you would think nothing but
some sort of perverted taste could have assembled so
many shreds together.'?

A compassionate French traveler agreed, writing that
Ireland was “pure misery, naked and hungry. . . . I saw

1815158

the American Indian in his forests and the black gfu
. 1 . 3 i ) Slavs
in his chains, and I believed that T was seeing
extreme form of human misery; but that was gy, o
knew the lot of poor Ireland.”!! Orel

Despite the terrible conditions, population growil
sped upward, part of Europe’s general growth th
begun in the early eighteenth century (see Chy,
17). Between 1780 and 1840 the Irish popula
doubled from 4 million to 8 million. Extensiye cultle
vation of the humble potato was largely "‘""“PUITSJ.H’
for this rapid growth. A single acre of land p|y 5
with the nutritious potato could feed a family of ¢
for a year, and the hardy tuber thrived on Ire|gy,
boggy wastelands. About one-half of the Irish PO
lation subsisted on potatoes and little else. Neediﬁ
only a big potato patch to survive, the rural po :
married early. To be sure, a young couple faced a|jfs
of extreme poverty. They would literally live on pagge
toes, supplemented perhaps with a bit of grain
milk. Yet the decision to marry and have large f
lies made sense. A couple could manage rural poyery!
better than someone living alone, and children meang
extra hands in the fields.

As population and potato dependency grew, hows:
ever, conditions became more precarious. From 18201
onward, deficiencies and diseases in the potato crop:
occurred with disturbing frequency. Then in 1845
and 1846, and again in 1848 and 1851, the potata
crop failed in Ireland. Blight attacked the young plants;
and leaves and tubers rotted. Unmitigated disaster—
the Great Famine—followed, as already impover:
ished peasants experienced widespread sickness and
starvation.
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1., British government, committed to rigid free-
gine Jeology: reacted slowly. Relief efforts were tragi-
;kqu:ltc. Moreover, the government continued
ot 1axes, landlords demanded their rents, and
" who could not pay were evicted and their
dfsrmyr:d. Fan1i:1c or no, Ireland remained the
red jewel of foreign landowners.
o Great Famine shattered the pattern of lrish
faion growth. Fully 1 million emigrants fled the
¢ between 1845 and 1851, mostly to the United
nd Canada, and up to 1.5 million people died.
elderly and the very young were hardest hit. Alone
o the countries of Europe, Ireland experienced a
ng population in the second half of the nine-
century, as it became a land of continuous out-
on, carly death, late marriage, and widespread
acys
o Great Famine intensified anti-British feeling
promoted Irish nationalism, for the bitter memory
arvation, exile, and British inaction burned deeply
@ the popular consciousness. Patriots of the later
cteenth and early twentieth centuries could call on
tful collective emotions in their campaigns for
reform, home rule, and, eventually, Irish inde-
pendence,

the Revolution of 1830
in France

Ihe Constitutional Charter granted by Louis XVIII in
the Bourbon restoration of 1814 was basically a liberal
istitution (see Chapter 19). The charter protected
omic and social gains made by sections of the

Reforms and Revolutions Before 1848

middle class and the peasantry in the French Revolu-
tion, permitted some intellectual and artistic freedom,
and created a parliament with up-
per and lower houses. Immedi-
ately after Napoleon’s abortive
Hundred Days, the moderate,
worldly king refused to bow to
the wishes of die-hard aristocrats
who wanted to sweep away all the
revolutionary changes. Instead,
Louis appointed as his ministers moderate royalists,
who sought and obtained the support of a majority of
the representatives elected to the lower Chamber of
Deputies between 1816 and Louis’s death in 1824.

Louis XVIII’s charter was liberal but hardly demo-
cratic. Only about 100,000 of the wealthiest males out
of a total population of 30 million had the right to
vote for the deputies who, with the king and his min-
isters, made the laws of the nation. Nonetheless, the
“notable people” who did vote came from very differ-
ent backgrounds. There were wealthy businessmen, war
profiteers, successful professionals, ex-revolutionaries,
large landowners from the old aristocracy and the
middle class, Bourbons, and Bonapartists. The old ar-
istocracy, with its pre-1789 mentality, was a minority
within the voting population.

Louis’s conservative successor, Charles X (r. 1824—
1830), a true reactionary, wanted to re-establish the
old order in France. Increasingly blocked by the oppo-
sition of the deputies, Chatles’s government turned in
1830 to military adventure in an effort to rally French
nationalism and gain popular support. A long-standing
economic and diplomatic dispute with Muslim Alge-
ria, a vassal state of the Ottoman Empire, provided the
opportunity.

In June 1830 a French force of thirty-seven thou-
sand crossed the Mediterranean, landed to the west of
Algiers, and took the capital city in three short weeks.
Victory seemed complete, but in 1831 Algerians in the
interior revolted and waged a fearsome war that lasted
until 1847, when French armies finally subdued the
country. Bringing French, Spanish, and Italian settlers
to Algeria and leading to the expropriation of large
tracts of Muslim land, the conquest of Algeria marked
the rebirth of French colonial expansion.
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Great Famine The result of
four years of potato crop
failure in the late 1840s in
Ireland, a country that had
grown dependent on
potatoes as a dietary staple.

Scenes from the Revolution of 1830 in Paris  Titled “Game of the
Heroes of the Memorable Days of July,” these hand-colored playing cards
portray incidents from the uprising in Paris in July 1830. The captions at
the bottom read, from left, “Duty unto Death”; “Making the Bullets of ‘
Patriotism”; “Aid to the Courageous Unfortunate”; and “The Amazon of

1830." These fanciful yet moving scenes idealize the revolutionary zeal of |
the ordinary men and women who fought government troops and helped
overthrow the rule of King Charles X. In reality, though, their efforts ‘

replaced the king but not the system. (Musée de la Vitle de Paris, Musée Carnavalet,
Paris, France/Giraudon/The Bridgeman Art Library)

l'Amazéne de 1830
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Emboldened by the initial good news from Algeria,
Charles repudiated the Constitutional Charter in an
attempted coup in July 1830. He issued decrees strip-
ping much of the wealthy middle class of its voting
vights and censored the press. ‘The immediate reaction,
encouraged by lawyers, liberal journalists, and middle-
class businessmen, was an insurrection in the capital.
Printers, other artisans, and small traders rioted in the
streets of Paris, and three days of vicious street fighting
brought down the government. Charles fled. Then the
upper middle class, which had fomented the revolr,
skillfully seated Charles’s cousin, Louis Philippe, duke
of Orléans, on the vacant throne.

Fvents in Paris reverberated across Europe. In the
Netherlands, Belgian Catholics revolted against the
Dutch king and established the independent kingdom
of Belgium. In Switzerland, regional liberal assemblies
forced cantonal governments to amend their constitu-
tions, leading to two decades of political conflict. And
in partitioned Poland, an armed nationalist rebellion
against the tsarist government was crushed by the Rus-
sian Imperial Army.

Despite the abdication of Charles X, in France the
political situation remained fundamentally unchanged.
The new king, Louis Philippe (r. 1830-1848), did ac-
cept the Constitutional Charter of 1814 and adopted
the red, white, and blue flag of the French Revolution.
Beyond these symbolic actions, popular demands for

reform went unanswered. The upper middle class had
effected a change in dynasty that maintained the status
quo and the narrowly liberal institutions of 1815. Re-
publicans, democrats, social reformers, and the poor of
Paris were bitterly disappointed. They lhiad made a revo-
lution, but it seemed for naught.

The Revolutions of 1

What were the main causes and results of
the revolutions of 1848?

In the late 1840s Europe entered a period of tense eco-
nomic and political crisis. Bad harvests across the con-
tinent caused widespread distress. Uneven industrial
development failed to provide jobs or raise incomes,
and revolts and insurrections rocked Europe: a rebel-
lion in the northern part of Austria in 1846, a civil war
in Switzerland in 1847, and an uprising in Naples,
Italy, in January 1848.

Full-scale revolution broke out in France in Feb-
ruary 1848, and its shock waves ripped across the con-
tinent, Only the most developed countries— Great
Britain, Belgium, and the Netherlands—and the least
developed —the Ottoman and Russian Empires —

»
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escaped untouched. Elsewhere governments iy
as monarchs and ministers bowed or fled. Nation}:lq
dependence, liberal democratic constitutions, and
cial reform: the lofty aspirations of a generation g,:&n |
at hand. Yet in the end, the revolutions failed. N

A Democratic Republic in France

By the late 1840s revolution in Europe was almost
versally expected, but it took events in Paris— gy
again— to turn expectations into realities. For eighpeuy
years Louis Philippe’s reign, labeled the “bourge
monarchy” because it served the selfish interests
France’s wealthy elites, had been characterized by styly.
born inaction and complacency. Corrupt politiciang:
refused to approve social legislation or consider elee
toral reform. Frustrated desires for change, high-le ol
financial scandals, and a general sense of stagnation
dovetailed with a severe depression that began witly
crop failures in 1846 to 1847. ‘The government did!
little to prevent the agrarian crisis from dragging down
the entire economy.

The government’s failures u nited a diverse group of
opponents against the king, Bourgeois merchants, ops
position deputies, and liberal intellectuals shared a
sense of outrage with middle-class shopkeepers, skilled:
artisans, and unskilled working people. Widespread:
discontent eventually touched off a popular revolt in
Paris. On the night of February 22, 1848, workers
joined by some students began tearing up cobblestones
and building barricades. Armed with guns and dug in
behind their makeshift fortresses, the workers and stus
dents demanded a new government, On February 24
the National Guard broke ranks and joined the revolu=
tionaries. Louis Philippe vefused to call in the army
and abdicated in favor of his grandson. But the coms
mon people in arms would tolerate no more monat--
chy. This refusal led to the proclamation ofa provisional '
republic, headed by a ten-man executive committee:
and certified by cries of approval from the revolution
ary crowd.

The revolutionaries immediately set about drafting
a democratie, republican constitution for France’s See”
ond Republic. Building such a republic meant giving:
the right to vote to every adult male, and this Wa§
quickly done. Bold decrees issued by the provisiond!
republican government further exp ressed sympathy for
revolutionary freedoms by calling for liberty, fraternityy
and equality; guarantecing workplace reforms; fiee*
ing all slaves in French colonies; and abolishing €
death penalty. (See “Primary Source 21 .4: The Reptt
lican Spirit in Paris, 1848," at right, and “Primasy’
Source 21.5: The Triumph of Democratic Republicsi-
page 708.)

Yet there were profound differences within the revo”
lutionary coalition. On the one hand, the moderat®
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a revolutionary mob overturned the bourgeois monar-
- ~FLouis Philippe, the provisional republican government
ed the following decrees on February 24 and 25, 1848,

] pecrees of the Provisional Republican

covernment in Paris, February 1848

Once
teen

_gt::ﬂf the Overthrow of the Orléanist Monarchy
£ ;;. .- jthe name of the French people:

L A reactionary and oligarchical government has just
heen overthrown by the heroism of the people of Paris.
that government has fled, leaving behind it a trail of
Blood that forbids it ever to retrace its steps.

~ The blood of the people has flowed as in July [1830];
put this time this noble people shall not be deceived. It
- did '_s_ won a national and popular government in accord
with the rights, the progress, and the will of this great
4nd generous nation.

A provisional government, the result of pressing
necassity and ratified by the voice of the people and

‘of the deputies of the departments, in the session of
[February 24, is for the moment invested with the task

illed
read ‘of assuring and organizing the national victory. . ..
It in With the capital of France on fire, the justification for

the present provisional government must be sought in
the public safety. All France will understand this and will

lend it the support of its patriotism. Under the popular

“every citizen is a magistrate,
Frenchmen, it is for you to give to the world the ex-

by order and by confidence in your destiny for the firm
Iiﬁsﬂtutions which you are about to be called upon to
\establish,

- The provisional government wishes to establish a re-
[}Jl.}_blic.—subject, however, to ratification by the people,
Who shall be immediately consulted.

ting

Sec-

ying

was

onal libera} republicans of the middle class viewed universal

'_for male suffrage as the ultimate concession to dangerous

1 popular forces, and they strongly opposed any further

ree- fadical social measures. On the other hand, radical re-

the P_'-ibiicuns. influenced by a generation of utopian so-

ub- lalists and appalled by the poverty and misery of the

ary fifl‘.lan poor, awere committed to some kind of social-

o 18m. Hard-pressed urban artisans, who hated the unre-
Strined competition of cutthroat capitalism, advocated

e 2 combination of strong craft unions and worker-

& OWned businesses.

-he Republican Spirit in Paris, 1848

‘government which the provisional government proclaims,

‘ample which Paris has given to France; prepare yourselves

PRIMARY SOURCE 21.4

The unity of the nation (formed henceforth of all the
classes of citizens who compose it); the government of
the nation by itself; liberty, equality, and fraternity, for
fundamental principles, and “the people” for our emblem
and watchword: these constitute the democratic govern-
ment which France owes to itself, and which our efforts
shall secure forit. ...

Decrees Relating to the Workingmen

The provisional government of the French republic
pledges itself to guarantee the means of subsistence of
the workingman by labor.

It pledges itself to guarantee labor to all citizens.

It recognizes that workingmen ought to enter into
associations among themselves in order to enjoy the
advantage of their labor. . ..

The provisional government of the French republic
decrees that all articles pledged at the pawn shops since
the first of February, consisting of linen, garments, or
clothes, etc., upon which the loan does not exceed ten

francs, shall be given back to those who pledged them. . ..

The provisional government of the republic decrees
the immediate establishment of national workshops. ]

EVALUATE THE EVIDENCE

1. What kind of practical rewards did the provisional
government offer to ordinary people who supported
the revolution?

2. Which political ideology — liberalism, nationalism, or
socialism — seems predominant in these decrees?

Source: James Harvey Robinson, Readings in European History, vol. 2 (Boston:
Ginn and Company, 1906), pp. 559-561.

Worsening depression and rising unemployment
brought these conflicting goals to the fore in 1848.
Louis Blanc (see page 693), who along with a worker
named Albert represented the republican socialists in
the provisional government, pressed for recognition of
a socialist right to work. Blanc urged the creation of the
permanent government-sponsored cooperative work-
shops he had advocated in The Organization of Work.
Such workshops would be an alternative to capitalist
employment and a decisive step toward a new, non-
competitive social order.
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PRIMARY SOURCE 21.5

The Triumph of Democratic Republics

This French illustration offers an opinion of the initial revolutionary breakthrough in 1848. The peoples of
are achieving republican freedom, which

is symbolized by the statue, representing liberty, and the discarded crowns. The woman wearing pants at
the base of the statue —very radical attire — represents feminist hopes for liberation.

Europe, joined together around their respective national banners,

—
i, J:i_"-; : | & ¥y Py !
“:_1-?;.-_"_1; - I‘;"\.r',\f:;f e !
= g )

a4

(Musée de |a Ville, Paris/Giraudon/The Bridgeman Art Library)

EVALUATE THE EVIDENCE

1. How many different flags can you count or identify? How would you characterize the types

of people marching and the mood of the crowd?

2. What do the angels, the liberty statue, and the discarded crowns suggest about the artist’s
view of the events of 1848? Do you think this illustration was created before or after the

collapse of the revolution in France? Why?

The moderate republicans, willing to provide only
temporary relief, wanted no such thing. The resulting
compromise set up national workshops—soon to be-
come little more than a vast program of pick-and-shovel
public works—and established a special commission
under Blanc to “study the question.” This satisfied no
one. The national workshops were, however, better than
nothing, An army of desperate poor from the French
provinces and even from foreign countries streamed
into Paris to sign up for the workshops. As the economic
crisis worsened, the number enrolled in the workshops

soared from 10,000 in March to 120,000 by June, and
another 80,000 tried unsuccessfully to join.

While the Paris workshops grew, the French peop
went to the election polls in late April. The resule wasd
bitter loss for the republicans. Voting in most cases 0f
the first time, the people of France elected to the new:
900-person Constituent Assembly 500 monarchists:
and conservatives, only about 270 moderate repub I
cans, and just 80 radicals or socialists.

One of the moderate republicans was the author of
Democracy in America, Alexis de Tocqueville (1805’

le



had pl’edicted the overthrow
[’hi“PPC’S government. He ex-
" the election result by observing
e socialist movement in Paris
‘the fierce hostility of France’s peas-
well as the middle and upper classes.
anch peasants owned land, and ac-
;o Tocqueville, “private property March
;me with all those who owned it a
- bond of fraternity.” " Tocqueville May
& o 4 majority of the members of the
S Constituent Assembly was firmly
mitted to centrist moderation and
) _epposed to the socialists and their
“allies, a view he shared.

clash of ideologies—of liberal
ation and radical socialism—be-
2 clash of classes and arms after the
The new government’s executive

=/1848

June

miteee dropped Blanc and chereafter s
' ik 21849

March

con -
cluded no representative of the Parisian

Woiking class. Fearing that their socialist
Wopes were about to be dashed, artisans
and unskilled workers invaded the Con-
Gtituent Assembly on May 15 and tried t June
Jaim a new revolutionary state. “The

oI
}g.u)emmcnt used the middle-class Na-
tional Guard to squelch this uprising. As
t‘l.-l-.ll\vc.)rkshops continued to Al and grow
more radical, the fearful buc powerful propertied
classes in the Assembly took the offensive. On June 22

the government dissolved the workshops in Paris, giv-

ing the workers the choice of joining the army or going

10 workshops in the provinces.

A spontaneous and violent uprising followed. Frus-
trated in their chwarted attempt to create a socialist
society, masses of desperate people were now losing
cven cheir life-sustaining relief. Barricades sprang up
again in the narrow streets of Paris, and a terrible class
"glr began. Working people fought with the courage of
Utter desperation, but this time the government had the
umy and the support of peasant France. After three
.fl‘ible “June Days™ of street fighting and the deatch or
Wjury of more than ten thousand people, the republi-
G army under General Louis Cavaighac stood trium-
(l\).hlmt ina sea of working-class blood and hatred. (See
'I"i"illg in the Past: Revolutionary Experiences in
1848, page 710.)

__.yl'hc revolution in France thus ended in sp’ccracul_nr
t'lll'!‘ﬁ‘. The February coalition of the middle and work-
g classes had in four short months become locked in
Mortal combat? Tn place of a generous democratic re-
bublic, the Constituent /\sscnﬂ)ly completed a consti-
Weion featuring a strong executive. This allowed Louis
lN“Pu]coi'\, nephew of N;L_pol(;‘,on Bonaparte, to win a
andslie victory in the election of December 1548,

January

February

The Revolutions of 1848

The Revolutions of 1848

September-
November

December

"The appeal of his great name as well as the desire of the
propcrticd classes for order at any cost had led to what
would become a semi-authoritarian regime.

in the Aus? Empire

Throughout central Europe, the first news of the up-
heaval in France evoked feverish excitement and then
popular revolution, lending credence to Metternich's
famous quip “When France sneezes, all Europe catches
cold.” Liberals demanded written constitutions, repre-
sentative government, and greater civil liberties from
authoritarian regimes. When governments hesitated,
popular revolts broke out. Urban workers and students
served as the shock troops, but they were allied with

middle-class liberals and peasants. In the face of this
united front, monarchs made quick concessions. The
revolutionary coalition, having secured great and easy
victories, then broke down as it had in France. The
craditional forces——the monarchy, the aristocracy, the
regular army —recovered their nerve, yeasserted their
authority, and revoked many, though not all, of the
reforms. Reaction was everywhere victorious.

The revolution in the Austrian Empire began in
Hungary in March 1848, when pationalistic Hungar-
ians demanded national autonomy, full civil Tiberties,
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LIVING IN THE PAST

Revolutionary Experiences in 1848

revolutions in 1848 suggest that Europeans lived

through common experiences that shaped a gener-
ation, and this was indeed true, The first such experience
was raising the barricades, fighting in the streets, and over-
throwing rulers or forcing major concessions, The result of
this astonishing triumph was a tremendous surge in politi-
cal participation and civic activity throughout most of Eu-

T he striking similarities between the different national

and universal suffrage. When the monarchy in Vienna
hesitated, Viennese students and workers took to the
“treets and raised barricades in deflance of the govern-
ment while peasant disturbances broke out in parts
of the empire. The Habsburg emperor Ferdinand |
(r. 1835-1848) capitulated and promised reforms and
a liberal constitution. Metternich fled to London. The

rope. This unprecedented mass politics took many forms,
Politics in the streets —demonstrations, protests, Open-'é:'i
meetings — played an ongoing role as large crowds PfeSSuréd
kings and legislatures. Newspaper publishing exploded'és
censorship ended and interest in public affairs soared, ln
Paris, where many new papers like Le Salut Public (The pyp.
lic Safety) appeared, daily newspaper production increaseq
eightfold in three months. In the Austrian Empire, urbap
workers and artisans listened to newspapers read
aloud in taverns and followed developments. Intense:
political activity led to a multitude of political clubs
and associations based on occupation. Women also
formed organizations for the welfare of children an_
families, although few women as yet pushed for
equal rights. |
Newly politicized and increasingly divided into
competing groups, the peoples of Europe th_ém
shared the onslaught of reaction and the trauma of
defeat and civil war. In Prague and in Paris, almost
simultaneously, army commanders found a deadly
way to respond to urban uprisings. First they used
cannon and field artillery to bombard and destroy,
the fighters behind their makeshift fortifications.
Only then did obedient infantrymen attack and take
the barricades in hand-to-hand combat, as Prussié
soldiers did later in Frankfurt. Fleeing insurgents
were hunted down and often shot. Thus the remem:=
bered experiences of 1843 included a tragic finale of
grief and mourning. This is captured in the paintings
Memory of the Civil War by Ernest Meissonier, an ar
tillery captain in the French National Guard who
viewed at close range the carnage of the June Days in’
Paris. Though the revolutions of 1848 ended ifl
bloody defeat, hard-won lessons in civic organiziﬁ'
and mass politics would remain important tools for
political activists in the second half of the nineteenth
century.

Ernest Meissonier, Memory of the Civil War.
(Louvre/Lauros/Giraudon/The Bridgeman Art Library}

old absolutist order seemed to be collapsing with s
believable rapidity.

Yet the coalition of revolutionaries lacked Stili"imy"i:
When the monatchy abolished serfdom, with its des

grading forced labor and feudal services, the newly F""‘c-f
peasants lost interest in the political and social ques

tions agitating the cities. Meanwhile, the coalition @



QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS

1. Examine the French newspaper. What does it reveal
about the rise of mass politics in 1848?

he 1848 revolutions increased political activity, yet
they were crushed. How does the scene of fighting in
~ Frankfurt help to explain this outcome?

3, Consider Meissonier’s Memory of the Civil War. In
‘What ways do societies transmit and revise their
historical memories? Does the painting promote a
political message?

L Urban reyolutionaries broke down along class lines

OVer the issue of socialist workshops and universal vot-
0 rights for men.

Conflicting’ national aspirations further wealened
""f"‘_“d ultimately destroyed the revolutionary coalition.
N March the Hungarian revolutionary leaders pushed
Mrough 45 extremely liberal, almost democratic, con-

set fighting in Frankfurt, 1848. (The Granger Collection, New York)
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LE SALUT PUBLIC.
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Front page of Le Salut Public. (akg-images)

stitution. But the Hungarian revolutionaries also sought
to transform the mosaic of provinces and peoples that
was the kingdom of Hungary into a unified, centralized
Hungarian nation. The minority groups that formed
half of the population—the Croats, Serbs, and Roma-
nians—rejected such unification. Each group felt en-
titled to political autonomy and cultural independence.
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In a similar way, Czech nationalists based in Prague
[l and other parts of Bohemia came into conflict with
||| German nationalists. Thus desires for national auton-
| omy within the Austrian Empire enabled the monat-

parliament, and many regional rulers quickly —

to their demands. N
When artisans and factory workers rioted in Berliy

a1

chy to play off one ethnic group against the other.

Finally, the conservative aristocratic forces rallied
under the leadership of the archduchess Sophia, a
Bavarian princess married to the emperor’s brother.
Deeply ashamed of the emperor’s collapse before a
“mess of students,” she insisted that Ferdinand, who
had no heir, abdicate in favor of her son, Francis
Joseph.!? Powerful nobles organized around Sophia in
a sccret conspiracy to reverse and crush the revolution.

The first conservative breakthrough came when
the army bombarded Prague and savagely crushed a
working-class revolt there on June 17. Other Austrian
officials and nobles Jed the minority nationalities of
Hungary against the revolutionary government. At
the end of October, the well-equipped, predominantly
peasant troops of the regular Austrian army bom-
barded the student and working-class radicals dug in
behind barricades in Vienna with heavy artillery. They
retook the city at the cost of more than four thousand
casualties. The determination of the Austrian aristoc-
racy and the loyalty of its army sealed the triumph of
reaction and the defeat of revolution.

When Francis Joseph (r. 1848-1916) was crowned
emperor of Austria immediately after his cighteenth
birthday in December 1848, only Hungary had yer to
be brought under control. Another determined con-
servative. Nicholas T of Russia (r. 1825-1855), oblig-
ingly lent his iron hand. On June 6, 1849, 130,000

the capital of Prussia, and joined temporarily with R
middle-class liberals in the struggle against the m““ﬂ:
chy, the autocratic yet compassionate Prussian ki, iy
Frederick William IV (r. 1840-1861), vacillated a-l\%

then caved in. On March 21 he promised o grang
Prussia a liberal constitution and to merge Prusgia i-ntﬂ‘-
a new national German state. '

But urban workers wanted much more, and g
Prussian aristocracy wanted much less than the moder.
ate constitutional liberalism the king conceded. Tfje
workers issued a series of democratic and vaguely so-
cialist demands that troubled their middle-class alljeg.
An clected Prussian Constituent Assembly met in Bep-.
lin to write a constitution for the Prussian state, and 5
conservative clique gathered around the king to urge
countet-revolution.

At the same time, clections were held across the .
German Confederation for a national parliament,i
which convened to write a federal constitution that
would lead to national unification. When they met in
Frankfurt that May, the state officials, lawyers, profes-
sors, and businessmen elected to parliament repre-
sented the interests of the social elite. Their calls for
constitutional monarchy, free speech, religious toler-
ance, and abolition of aristocratic privilege were typical
of moderate national liberalism. The deputies essen-
tially ignored calls for more radical action from indus-
trial workers, peasants, republicans, and socialists.

In October 1848 the Frankfurt parliament turned

Russian troops poured into Hungary and subdued the  to the question of national unification and borders.
country after bitter fighting. For a number of years, the At first, the deputies proposed unification around a
Habsburgs ruled Hungary as a conquered territory. Greater Germany that would include the German:
' speaking lands of the Austrian Empire in a national
state—but not non-German territories in Iraly and
central Europe. This proposal foundered on Austrian
determination to maintain its empire, and some parlia-
mentarians advocated a Lesser Germany that would
unify Prussia and other German states without Austria.
Even as the deputies debated Germany’s future in the
autumn of 1848, the forces of counter-revolutioft
pushed back reformists and revolutionaries in Prussia
and the other German states.

Despite Austrian intransigence, in March 1849 the
national parliament finally completed its draft of a lib=
eral constitution and elected Frederick William of Prus=
sia emperor of a “lesser” German national state (minus
Austria). By early 1849, however, reaction had rolled
back liberal reforms across the German Confederds
tion. Frederick William had already reasserted his roy?
authority and disbanded the Prussian Constituent

Prussia, the German
Confederation, and the
i Frankfurt National Parliament

After Austria, Prussia was the largest and most influen-
i tial kingdom in the German Confederation. Since the
i ‘ Napoleonic Wars, liberal German reformers had sought
to transform absolutist Prussia into a constitutional
monarchy, hoping it would then lead the thirty-eight
states of the German Confederation into a unified na-
‘l tion-state. The agitation that fol-

Greater Germany A liberal lowed the fall of Louis Philippe,
plan for German national on top of several years of crop
unification that included failure and economic crises, en-
the German-speaking parts couraged liberals to press their
| of the Austrian Empire, demands. In March 1848 excited
' put forth at the national crowds in urban centers across
parliament in 1848 but the German Confederation called
rejected by Austrian rulers. for liberal reforms and a national

Assembly, and he contemptuously refused to accept
) ¥

- ~ . - |
the “crown from the gutter” offered by the yarliament
23 ) ]

in Frankfurt. Bogged down by their prvoccup:nim‘




1850

ationalist iSSUCS, the reluctant revolutionaries in

furt had waited t0o long and acted oo timidly.

ay 1849 Al but the most radical deputies had re-

éd-.[-'l"’m the parliament, and in June Prussian

s dissolved the remnants of the parliament.

When Frederick William, who really wanted to be

but only on his own authoritarian terms,

| 1o get the small monarchies of Germany to elect
+ empetor, Austria balked. Supported by Russia,
tria forced Prussia to renounce all schemes of uni-
on in late 1850. The German Confederation was
Ablished in 1851, and a decade of reaction fol-
od. In an echo of the Karlsbad Decrees, state secu-
forces monitored universities, civic organizations,
the press throughout the confederation. Former
yolutionaries fled into exile, and German liberals
we up demands for national unification. In the vari-
¢ German states, reactionary monarchs, aided by
rgrowing state bureaucracies, granted their sub-
 conservative constitutions and weak parliaments
¢ maintained aristocratic control. Attempts to
te the Germans—first in a liberal national state
ad then in a conservative Prussian empire—had
led completely.

P’gl‘ﬁ I

N | OOKING BACK
Y LOOKING AHEA

hundred years later, the unfinished
changes to the social fabric o
ment and legal equality realized briefly in revolutionar

spurred the growth of an urban working class,
ants, and artisans. Living on the edge of subsist

Divisions in the revolutionary coalition and t

tionalism, with its commitment to the nation-state

At the same timé, as agriculture and rural

thought was beginning ro question the status quo, aut
effects of the Industrial and French Revolutions had brought fundamental

f daily life and politics across Europe. The liberal ideals of representative govern-
y Firance inspired intellectuals and social reformers, who
adopted ideologies of liberalism, nationalism, romanticism, and s

The uncyen spread of industrial technologies and factory organ
but did little to raise the living standards of most workers, peas-

ence. the laboring poor in rural and urban areas alike remained

subject to economic misfortune, mass unemployment, and food
Protest, riots, and violent insurrection in pursuit of econ

In 1848 the poor joined middle- and upper-class reformers in
Servative monarchs across the continent to grant libe
he power of the autocratic state forced back the wave of reform,
and the revolutions ended in failure. Conservative monarc
hopes for German unification withered. Yet protest on the
given a generation a wealth of experience with new for
ated with the French Revolution would continue to in
and the imagined community of a great national family,

would become a dominant political force, particularly as
life gradually declined in economic importance, the consolidation
of industrialization would raise living standards, sustain a growing
telationships. Diverse, complicated, and fascinating,
1850. By 1900 it dominated northwestern Europe and was making steady inroads to the east and south.

The Revolutions of 1848
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Viewed from a broad historical perspective, Europe’s
cconomic and social foundations in 1750 remained
agricultural - and rural,  Although Enlightenment
horitarian absolutism dominated political life. One

ocialism to challenge the conservative o rder.
ization into developed areas across Furope

shortages, and they turned repeatedly to
omic and political rights.

a great wave of revolution that forced con-
val and national concessions—at least for a moment.

hies revived, nationalist mavements collapsed, and
barricades and debate in liberal parliaments had
‘ms of participatory politics, and the ideologies associ-
vigorate reformers and revolutionaries after 1850. Na-

European empires extended their reach after 1875.

urban society, and reshape family and class

pockets of this new urban society already existed in
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MAKE IT STICK

LearningCurve
’/ After reading the chapter, go online and use LearningCurve to retain what you've read,
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Identify Key Terms

Identify and explain the significance of each item below.

Congress of Vienna (p. 684) bourgeoisie (p. 694)

Holy Alliance (p. 688) proletariat (p. 694)
Karlsbad Decrees (p. 689) romanticism (p. 695)
liberalism (p. 690) Corn Laws (p. 702)

faissez faire (p. 691) Battle of Peterloo (p. 702)
nationalism (p. 691) Reform Bill of 1832 (p. 702)
socialism (p. 692) Great Famine (p. 704)
Marxism (p. 693) Greater Germany (p. 712)

Review the Main ldeas

Answer the focus questions from each section of the chapter.
+ How was peace restored and maintained after 1815 (p. 684)

+ What new ideologies emerged to challenge conservatism? (p. 690)
+ What were the characteristics of the romantic movement? (p. 694)
+ How and where was conservatism challenged after 18152 (p. 699)

+ What were the main causes and results of the revolutions of 18487 (p. 706)

Make Connections
Think about the larger developments and continuities within and across chapters.

1. Why did the ideas of the romantic movement so easily support reformist and radical
political ideas, including liberalism, republicanism, and nationalism? What does this
reveal aboul the general connections between art and politics?

2. How did the spread of radical ideas and the movements for reform and revolution
explored in this chapter draw on the “unfinished” political and industrial revolutions
(Chapters 19 and 20) of the late 1700s?

3. The years between 1815 and 1850 witnessed the invention of a number of new political
ideologies and the application of these ideologies in a variety of struggles for political
power. What impact would these ideologies and struggles have later in the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries? Do they still have an impact today?




ONLINE DOCUMENT ASSIGNMENT
Germaine de Staél

How did the German landscape and the idea of enthusiasm figure into Stagl's

view of German romanticism?

You encountered Germaine de Staél’s story on page 700. Keeping the question above in mind, go
to the Integrated Media and examine excerpts from her work On Germany and key examples of
German romantic paintings that echo Staél’s ideas. Then complete a writing assignment based on

the evidence and details from this chapter.

_.-5uggested Reading and Media Resources

BOOKS

. Brewer, David. The Greek War of Independence: The Struggle
for Freedom and from Ottoman Oppression. 2001. A compel-
ling narrative history that places nation building at the center
of the Greek Revolution.

+ Evans, Richard J. W. Austria, Hungary, and the Habsburgs:
Central Europe c. 1683-1867. 2008. A collection of essays by
a prominent historian of Germany and central Europe that
places special em phasis on nationalism, ethnic diversity, and
the revolutions of 1848.

» Ferber, Michael. Romanticism: A Very Brief. Introduction.
2010. An accessible overview of the ideas and people asso-
ciated with European romanticism in England and on the
continent.

+ Green, Abigail. Fatherlands: Stite-Building and Nationhood
in Nineteenth-Century Germany, 2001, A brilliant discussion
of the struggle to shape a sense of national identity in three
smaller German states.

+ Hobshawm, Eric, The Age of Revolution: 1789-1848. 1996.
An engaging survey of the transformative effects of the Indus-
trial and French Revolutions.

+ Kelly, John. The Graves Are Walking: The Great Famine and the
Saga of the Irish People. 2012. A well-received, moving history
of the Irish potato famine and its social and political causes
and consequences.

« Kolakowski, Leszek. Main Gurrents of Marxism: The Founders,
the Golden Age. the Breakdown, 1978. 1y over one thousand
pages, this famous masterpiece offers a critical view of the his-
wory of Marxist thought.

+« Merriman, John. Police Stories: Building the French State,
1815-1851, 2006, An outstanding and innovative study of
the way the professionalization of the police force contributed
to the construction of the central state in France.

+ Pilbeam, Pamela. French Socialists Before Marx: Workers,
Women, and the Social Question. 2000. Shows the significant
role of women in utopian socialism.

« Rapport, Mike. 1848: Year of Revolution. 2008. A stimulat-
ing, wellavriteen account that examines all of Europe.

« Sked, Alan, Metternich and Austria: An Fpalieation, 2008,
Explores Merrernich’s role in domestic and forcign affairs in
tlie first half of the nineteenth century.

DOCUMENTARIES

« English Poctry Anthology: The Romantic Poets (Kulur Video,
2006). Documents the romantic poetry movement in En-
gland, featuring Wordsworth, Byron, and Keats.

+ Landmarks of Western Art: Romanticism (Kulwur Video, 2003).
Documents the romantic movement in painting, highlighting
artists such as Turner, Constable, Goya, and Géricault.

« The Rise, from Heaven on Earth: The Rise and Fall of Socialism
(PBS, 2005). The first part of a three-part series, this docu-
mentary follows the rise of the socialist movement.

FEATURE FILMS

+ Bright Star (Jane Campion, 2009). A romantic drama about
the British romantic poet John Keats and Fanny Brawne,
whose relationship was cut short by Keats’s early death.

« Frankenstein (James Whale, 1931). Based on the classic
romantic novel by Mary Shelley, the film tells the story of
an obsessed scientist who creates a living being in a bizarre
science experiment.

o Lev Misérables (Bille August, 1998). Adapted from Victor
Hugo's epic novel, the film portrays ex-convict Jean Valjean's
pursuit of redemption. Set in carly-nineteenth-century
France, the filin is also a commentary on the social unrest in
France and depicts the student uprising in Paris in 1832.

WEB SITES

+ Following the Famine. [nformation about the Irish famine and
the passage that many took to North America to escape the
famine. irishfamine.ca/

« Fordham University Internet Modern History Sourcebook. An
expansive collection of primary sources from all periods,
including topics from this chapter such as Metternich and
conservatism, liberalism, romanticism, and the 1848 revolts.
www.fordham.edu/Halsall/mod/modsbook.asp

+ Marxists Interner Archive. This archive offers a vast amount
of material and sources related to Karl Marx, communism,
and Communist revolutions. marxists.org/ index.htm

+ The Metropolitan Museum of Art: Romanticism. An overview
of the romantic movement within art, along with a slide
show of eighteen pieces of artwork from the period.
www.metmuseum.org/ toah/hd/roma/hd_roma.htm




