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The West and the World

1815-1914

While industrialization and nationalism were transforming urban and rural life throughout
Europe, Western society itself was reshaping the world. At the peak of its power and pride,
the West entered the third and most dynamic phase of the aggressive expansion that had
begun with the Crusades and continued with the rise of seaborne colonial empires. At the
same time, millions of Europeans picked up stakes and emigrated abroad, primarily to
North and South America but also to Australia, North and South Africa, and Asiatic Russia.
An ever-growing stream of people, products, and ideas flowed into and out of Europe in
the nineteenth century. Hardly any corner of the globe was left untouched.

The most spectacular manifestations of Western expansion came in the late nine-

g teenth century when the leading European nations established or enlarged their far-flung
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Hm.ﬂlhl ‘ on a formidable combination of superior military might and strong authoritarian rule, and

political empires. This political annexation of territory in the 1880s — the “new imperial-
ism,” as it is often called by historians —was the capstone of Europe’s underlying eco-

nomic and technological transformation. More directly, Europe’s new imperialism rested

“m" i it posed a brutal challenge to African and Asian peoples. Different societies met this West-
il 'i|ﬁ|‘|: ern challenge in different ways and with changing tactics, as we shall see. Nevertheless,
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imperialist struggle for dignity and genuine independence that would eventually triumph
after 1945. m
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Life on the Imperial Frontier.
1886 painting of the city of Durban in the Britis
settlers view an exhibit of gold nuggets found in |
dressed in their native clothing, pass by. (Photo @ Tarker/The Bridgenan Art Library)

Colonialism entangled the lives of Europeans, natives, and immigrants, as seen in this i
h colony of South Africa, the site of a minor gold rush. Here European i
ocal mines, as a South Asian migrant laborer and an African Zulu, both \ (
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How did Western imperialism change after 1880?

What were some of the global consequences of
European industrialization between 1815 and 19142

What was the general pattern of non-Western
How was massive migration an integral part of Western responses to Western expansion? ‘ Ifé

expansion?
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Industrialization and the
World Economy

What were some of the global consequences
of European industrialization between 1815
and 1914?

The Industrial Revolution created, first in Great Brit-
ain and then in continental Europe and North Amer-
ica, a tremendously dynamic economic system. In the
course of the nineteenth century, that system expanded
across the face of the earth. Some of this extension into
non-Western areas was peaceful and beneficial, for the
West had many products and techniques the rest of
the world desired. If peaceful methods failed, however,
Europeans used their superior military power to force
non-Western nations to open their doors to Western
economic interests. In general, Europeans fashioned
the global economic system so that the largest share of
the ever-increasing gains from trade, technology, and
migration flowed to the West and its propertied classes.

The Rise of Global Inequality

The Industrial Revolution in Europe marked a mo-
mentous turning point in human history. Those re-
gions of the world that industrialized in the nineteenth
century (mainly Europe and North America) increased
their wealth and power enormously in comparison to
those that did not. A gap between the core industri-
alizing regions and the soon-to-be colonized or semi-
colonized regions outside the European—North

Figure 24.1 The Growth of Average Income per Person
in Industrialized Countries, Nonindustrialized Coun-
tries, and Great Britain, 1750-1970 Growth is given in
1960 U.S. dollars and prices.
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Note: Nonindustrialized countries include Africa, Asia, Latin America,
and Oceania. Industrialized countries include all European
countries, Canada, the United States, and Japan.

American core (mainly in Africa, Asia, the Mide
and Latin America) emerged and widened thyg, |
the nineteenth century. Moreover, this patterp (;gf
even global development became instir.utiun;mmdll ]
built into the structure of the world economy, Th
“lopsided world” evolved, a world with a rich
and a poor south.

In recent years historical economists have charted
the long-term evolution of this gap, and Figure 4 1
summarizes the findings of one important study, Ty,
main points stand out. First, in 1750 the average san.
dard of living was no higher in Europe as a whole
in the rest of the world. Second, it was industrialjy,.
tion that opened the gaps in average wealth and gl
being among countries and regions. Third, income pyar.
person stagnated in the colonized world before 1913
in striking contrast to the industrializing regions, Oy’
after 1945, in the era of decolonization and polities plf'
independence, did former colonies make real economie
progress, beginning in their turn the critical process of
industrialization.

The rise of these enormous income disparities, which
indicate similar and striking disparities in food and'
clothing, health and education, and life expectaney
and general material well-being, has generated a greéﬁ
deal of debate. One school of interpretation stresses:
that the West used science, technology, capitalist orga-
nization, and even its rational worldview to create mas-
sive wealth, and then used that wealth and power to it§
advantage. Another school argues that the West used
its political and economic power to steal much of the
world’s riches, continuing in the nineteenth and twen-
tieth centuries the rapacious colonialism born of the
era of expansion. Because these issues are complex and
there are few simple answers, it is helpful to consider
them in the context of world trade in the nineteenth
century.

horly

The World Market

Commerce between nations has always stimulated ¢o*
nomic development. In the nineteenth century Firopé:
directed an enormous increase in international com=
merce. Great Britain took the lead in cultivating export
markets for its booming industrial output, as British
manufacturers looked first to Europe and then arotint
the world.

Take the case of cotton textiles. By 1820 Britain Wa¥
exporting 50 percent of its production. Europe |.'10Ug}_‘t
50 percent of these cotton textile exports, while India
bought only 6 percent and had its own well-establishe
textile industry. Then as European nations and the
United States erected protective tariff barriers to pro-
mote domestic industry, British cotton textile man¥”
facturers aggressively sought other foreign markets in
non-Western areas. By 1850 India was buying 25 pe'”



. and Europe only 16 percent of a
ch larger volume of production. As a
itish colonys India could not raise tar-
o protect its ancient, indigenous
Jcon textile industry, wh ich collapsed,
aving thousands of Indian weavers un-

ployed-

[n addition to its dominance in the
ort market, Britain was also the
sild’s largest importer of goods. From
¢ repeal of the Corn Laws in 1846 (see
shapter 21) to the outbreak of World
War | in 1914, Britain remained the
dd’s emporium, the globe’s largest

er of agriculeural  produces, raw

ials, and manufactured goods. Un-

ment of mines and plnnr_:ll‘ions in many
non-Western areas.
International trade grew as transpor-

wtion systems improved. Wherever rail-
oads were built, chey dras rically reduced

transportation costs, opened new eco-
nomic opportunities, and called forth
new skills and actitudes. Duropean in-

funded much of the railroad
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roads dovetailed effectively wich Western eco-
nomic interests, Facilitating the inBow and sale of

Western manufactured goods and the expore and the

;
The power of steam revolutionized transportation
sea as well as by land. Steam power began to sup-
ls on the oceans of the world in the lare 1860s.
enger and freight rates tumbled as ship design be-
d, and the intercontinental
shipmene of low-priced raw materials became feasible.
eded to cross the Atlantic dropped from
three weeks in 1870 to abour ten days in 1900, and the
¢ ez and Panama Canals (in
L respectively) shortened transport fime o other
s of the globe considerably. In addition, improved
pori facilities made loading and unloading cheaper,

¢ revoludon in land and sea cransportation en-

Chronology

1805-~1848
1839-1842
1853
1856-1860
1857-1858
1863-1879
1867

1869
1880-1900
1884-1885
1885

1898

1899
1899-1902
1902
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1912
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oil. The export of raw materials supplicd by these “pri-
tern manufacturers boosted

mary producers” to We
CCoNnomMic gr(‘)w(:h in core countries buc did little to es-
tablish independent indusery in the nonindustrialized
periphery.

New communications systems were used to direct
the How of goods across global nerworks. Transoceanic
telegraph cables, firmly in place by the 1880s, enabled

rapid communications among che financial centers of
the world, While a Brivish vamp feighie

o New York, a broker in London could

stear 1'I(‘,‘(]

from Calcutea

arrange by tel m for it to carry American cargo to
Australic. The same communications network con-
869 and veyc&d world <;()|'nn'1()c|i|:y prices instan (I;ZI_I'ICi()llSI}/.

As their economics grew, Furopeans began to malke
massive foreign invesrments beginning about 1840. By
the outbreal of World War 1in 1914, Europeans had
invested more than $40 billion abroad. Grear Britain,

France, and Germany were the principal investing

ween rich and

Couraged Furopean entrepreneurs to open up and ex-
Iplmt vast new, territories around the world. Improved
and Larin America

Uansporiaiion enabled Asia, Afr

0 shin not only familiar ag cultural products—

50 new raw maferialg

Spices, tea, sugar, coffee—Dhur a

for indugtry, such as jure, rubber, cotton, and coconut

countrics (Map 24.1). The great pap L

|')()()I' Wil‘l'lil'l l_,UI’(_)].')('L meant l'l'l at l'l'l & \-’\’\'.i\li.']'1)/ H 1.[‘1 ITl_()CI.—
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nd dividends.

abroad in search ollint

Most of the capital exporied did not go to European

ctorares in Asia and Africa, Abourt
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Map 24.1 European Investment to 1914  Foreign investment grew rapidly after 1850, and Britain,
France, and Germany were the major investing nations. As this map suggests, most European
investment was not directed to the African and Asian areas seized in the new imperialism after 1880.

three-quarters of total European investment went to
other European countries, or to settler colonies or neo-
Europes—a term coined by historian Alfred Crosby
to describe regions that already had significant popula-
tions of ethnic Europeans, including the United States,
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Latin America, and
Siberia. Europe found its most profitable opportuni-
ties for investment in construction of the railroads,
ports, and utilities that were necessary to settle and
develop the lands in such places as Australia and the
Americas. By lending money to construct foreign rail-
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Native Americans and Australian aborigines especially
were decimated by the diseases, liquor, and weapons of*
an aggressively expanding Western society.

The Opening of China

Europe’s development of robust offshoots in sparsely
populated North America, Australia, and much of
Latin America absorbed huge quantities of goods, i~
yestments, and migrants. Yet Europe’s economic and:
cultural penetration of old, densely populated civﬂim‘_

"|l]|‘.:l neo-Europes Settler
[llu iy colonies with established
| IIIII.

il populations of Europeans,
i‘nl. I such as North America,
|
.
i
I
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Australia, New Zealand,
Ui

tions was also profoundly significant. Interaction with!
such civilizations increased the Europeans’ wrade and
profit, and they were prepared to use force, if neces:
sary, to attain their desires. This was what happened in
China, a striking example of the pattern of Europeal
intrusion into non-Western lands.

For centuries China had sent more goods and in-
ventions to Europe than it had received, and such was
still the case in the early nineteenth century, Trade Wi_‘h
Europe was carefully regulated by the Chinese imperi*
government—ruled by the Qing (ching), or Manchus
Dynasty in the 1800s—which required all foreigh

roads, Europeans enabled white
settlers to buy European rails and
locomotives and to develop
sources of cheap food and raw
materials.

Much of this investment was
peaceful and mutually beneficial
for lenders and borrowers. The
extension of Western economic
power and the construction of
neo-Europes, however, were di-
sastrous for indigenous peoples.

and Latin America, where

_ Europe found outlets for

‘ | population growth and its

‘ most profitable investment
|

opportunities in the
nineteenth century.
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chants to live in the southern port of Guangzhou
ron) and to buy and sell only to licensed Chinese
sichants. Practices considered harmful to Chinese
;.l.;c_q,.s were strictly forbidden.
;Fbr yeats the little community of foreign metchants
. Guangzhou had to accept this Chinese system. By
*‘L 1820s, however, the dominant group of these mer-
';;11[5: the British, were flexing their muscles. More-
b . in opium — that “destructive and ensnaring vice”
ounced by Chinese decrees— the British found a
eans o break China’s self-imposed isolation. British
erchants smuggled opium grown legally in British-
ipied India into China, where its use and sale were
i egal. Huge profits and growing addiction led to a
d increase in sales. By 1836 the British merchants
Guangzhou aggressively demanded the creation of
on independent British colony in China and “safe and
\unrestricted liberty” in their Chinese trade. Spurred on
}f.economic motives, they pressured the British gov-
jernment to take decisive action and enlisted the sup-
port of British manufacturers with visions of vast
hinese markets to be opened to their goods as well.
At the same time, the Qing government decided
ithat the opium trade had to be stamped out. It was
Iiining the people and stripping the empire of its sil-
yer, which went to British merchants to pay for the
drug, The government began to vigorously prosecute
(Chinese drug dealers. In 1839 it sent special envoy Lin
Zesu to Guangzhou to deal with the crisis. Lin Zexu
punished Chinese who purchased opium and seized
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the opium supplies of the British merchants, who then
withdrew to the barren island of Hong Kong. He sent
a famous letter justifying his policy to Queen Victoria
in London. (See “Primary Source 24.1: Lin Zexu and
Yamagata Aritomo on Western Imperialism,” page 794.)

The wealthy, well-connected British merchants ap-
pealed to their allies in London for support, and the
British government responded. It
also wanted free, unregulated
trade with China, as well as the
establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions on the European model,
complete with ambassadors, em-
bassies, and published treaties.
Using troops from India and tak-
ing advantage of its control of the
seas, Britain occupied several
coastal cities and in the first of
two Opium Wars forced China
to give in to British demands. In
the Treaty of Nanking in 1842, the imperial govern-
ment was required to cede the island of Hong Kong to
Britain forever, pay an indemnity of $100 million, and
open up four large cities to unlimited foreign trade
with low tariffs.

With Britain’s new power over Chinese commerce,
the opium trade flourished, and Hong Kong developed
rapidly as an Anglo-Chinese enclave. But disputes over
trade between China and the Western powers contin-
ued. Finally, the second Opium War (1856-1860)

Opium Wars Two mid-

between China and Great
Britain over the British

designed to “open” China
to European free trade. In

traders and missionaries
increased protection and
| concessions.

Btitain and China at War  Britain capitalized on its overwhelming naval superiority in its war against
China, as shown in this British painting celebrating a dramatic moment in a crucial 1841 battle near
Bliangzhou. Having received a direct hit from a steam-powered British ironclad, a Chinese sailing ship
gxplodes into a wall of flame. The Chinese lost eleven ships and five hundred men in the two-hour
engagement; the British suffered only minor damage. (© National Maritime Museum, London/The Image Works)

nineteenth-century conflicts

trade in opium, which was

defeat, China gave European

by =
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For centuries China was the world’s largest and most self-
sufficient state, and in 1800 the Qing (Manchu) Dynasty was
still upholding China’s traditional sovereignty and majesty.
Foreign merchants could trade only with licensed Chinese
merchants through the port of Guangzhou (Canton) on the
south China coast. By 1830, however, British merchants were
also smuggling highly addictive opium into China and earn-
ing colossal illegal profits.

In 1838 the Chinese government moved aggressively to
deal with the crisis. It dispatched Lin Zexu, an energetic top
official, to Guangzhou to stamp out the opium trade. Lin
dealt harshly with Chinese buyers and then confiscated the
opium stores of the British merchants. He also wrote a fa-
mous letter to Queen Victoria, calling on her to help end the
drug trade and explaining why the Chinese government had
acted. Neither Lin’s action nor his eloquent letter, a portion
of which follows, was successful. British armies attacked,
China was “opened,” and the opium trade continued.

Lin Zexu, Letter to Queen Victoria

[ His Majesty the Emperor comforts and cherishes for-
eigners as well as Chinese: he loves all the people of the
world without discrimination. Whenever profit is found, he
wishes to share it with all men; whenever harm appears,
he likewise will eliminate it on behalf of all mankind. His
heart is in fact the heart of the universe.

Generally speaking, the succeeding rulers of your hon-
orable country have been respectful and obedient. Time
and again they have sent petitions to China, saying: “We
are grateful to His Majesty the Emperor for the impartial
and favorable treatment he has granted to the citizens of
my country who have come to China to trade. .. ."

As this trade has lasted for a long time, there are bound
to be unscrupulous as well as honest traders. Among the
unscrupulous are those who bring opium to China to
harm the Chinese; they succeed so well that this poison
has spread far and wide in all the provinces. You, | hope,
will certainly agree that people who pursue material gains
to the great detriment of the welfare of others can be nei-
ther tolerated by Heaven nor endured by men. . ..

| have heard that the areas under your direct jurisdic-
tion such as London, Scotland, and Ireland do not produce
opium; it is produced instead in your Indian possessions. ... .
in these possessions the English people . .. also open fac-
tories to manufacture this terrible drug. As months accu-
mulate and years pass by, the poison they have produced
increases in its wicked intensity, and its repugnant odor
reaches as high as the sky. Heaven is furious with anger,
and all the gods are moaning with pain. It is hereby sug-

Lin Zexu and Yamagata Aritomo
on Western Imperialism

gested that you destroy and plow under all of these piim
plants and grow food crops instead, while issuing an g,
to punish severely anyone who dares to plant opium Pap
pies again. .

Since a fore|gner who goes to England to trade hag ta
obey the English law, how can an Englishman not obey
the Chinese law when he is physically within China? The
present law calls for the imposition of the death sentencg
on any Chinese who has peddled or smoked opium. Sjp _'
a Chinese could not peddle or smoke opium if forelgners
had not brought it to China, it is clear that the true cul-
prits are the opium traders from foreign countries. Bejng"
the cause of other people’s death, why should they be
spared from capital punishment? A murderer of one per-
son is subject to the death sentence; just imagine how
many people opium has killed! This is the rationale behind:
the new law which says that any foreigner who brings
opium to China will be sentenced to death by hanging or
beheading. Our purpose is to eliminate this poison once
and for all and to the benefit of all mankind. &

European traders and missionaries arrived in Japan in the
sixteenth century, but in 1640 the government expelled the
Europeans in order to preserve the existing Japanese culture.
and society. Three centuries later, Japan met the challenge of "
the West by adopting many of the methods and technologies |
of the West. Yamagata Aritomo (1838-1922) contributed sig="
nificantly to this effort and its success.

Born into the military nobility known as the samura,
Yamagata Aritomo joined in the Meiji Restoration (see page
816), and to him fell the task of strengthening the armed
forces, which the Meiji reformers separated from civilian of-
ficials. Traveling to Europe and carefully studying European
armies and navies, he returned home in 1872 and wrote the
memorandum reprinted here, “Opinion on Military Affairs
and Conscription.” The next year, he helped reorganize Japa:
nese society by writing a new law calling for a japanese army:
drafted from the whole male population, on the Western
pattern. No longer would fighting be controlled by samurdi
alone.

Yamagata Aritomo, “Opinion on Military Affairs
and Conscription”

ma military force is required to defend the country and
protect its people. Previous laws of this country |nculca'“'3cl
in the minds of the samurai those basic functions, and
there was no separation between the civilian and military
affairs. Nowadays civilian officials and military officials
have separate functions, and the practice of having the
samurai serve both functions has been abandoned. It is



- necessary to select and train those who
,'-ervg the military functions, and herein lies the
nge in our military system. .

e creation of a standing army for our country
task which cannot be delayed. .
The so-called reservists do not normally remain

n military barracks. During peacetime they re-
nain in their homes, and in an emergency they are
_ to service. All of the countries in Europe have
', ervists, and amongst them Prussia has most of
. There is not a single able-bodied man in Prus-
s who is not trained in military affairs. Recently
prissia and France fought each other and the former
n-handily. . ..
|t is recommended that our country adopt a sys-
m under which any able-bodied man twenty years
f age be drafted into military service, . .. and after
ompletion of a period of service, they shall be re-
ned to their homes. In this way every man will be-
e a soldier, and not a single region in the country
ylll be without defense. Thus our defense will be-
tonme complete.

The second concern of the Ministry is coastal de-
fense. This includes building of warships and con-
ructing coastal batteries. Actually, battleships are
moveable batteries. Our country has thousands of
miles of coastline, and any remote corner of our coun-
fry can become the advance post of our enemy. .

At a time like this it is very clear where the prior-
ity of this country must lie. We must now have a
Well-trained standing army supplemented by a large
.,.umber of reservists. We must build warships and
fonstruct batteries. We must train officers and sol-
‘digrs, We must manufacture and store weapons and
\dmmunitions. The nation may consider that it cannot
\bear the expenses . . . [but] we cannot do without
0Ur defense for a single day. B3

IEVALUATE THE EVIDENCE

I According to Lin, why did China move against the
. drug trade, and why should Queen Victoria help?

4 What measures does Yamagata advocate? Why?

. What lessons does he draw from Europe?

= What similarities and differences do you see in the
Situations and the thinking of Lin and Yamagata?

—

otirces; Excerpt from “A Letter to Queen Victoria” by Lin Tse-hsu
I'L{?_."Q Yin China in Transition: 15171971, edited and translated by Dun
'{e" h Pp. 64-66. Copyright © 1969 by Wadsworth, a part of Cengage
i Eaming, Inc. Reprodyiced by permission, www.cengage.com
hpe"ml’;srons "Opinion on Military Affairs and Conscription” from japan:

Bocumig fitary History, ed. David |, Lu (Armonk, N.Y.: M. E. Sharpe, 1997),
Hp 315-318. Translation © 1997 by David J. Lu. Reprinted by permission
-E. Sharpe, Inc. All rights reserved. Not for reproduction.
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culminated in the occupation of Beijing by seventeen
thousand British and French troops, who intentionally
burned down the emperor’s summer palace. Another
round of one-sided treaties gave European merchants
and missionaries greater privileges and protection and
forced the Chinese to accept trade and investment on
unfavorable terms in several more cities. Thus did Eu-

_ ropeans use opium addiction and military aggression

to blow a hole in the wall of Chinese seclusion and
open the country to foreign trade and foreign ideas.

Japan and the United States

China’s neighbor Japan had its own highly distinctive
civilization and even less use for Westerners. European
traders and missionaries first arrived in Japan in the
sixteenth century. By 1640 Japan had reacted quite
negatively to their presence. The government decided
to expel all foreigners and seal off the country from all
European influences in order to preserve traditional
Japanese culture and society. When American and Brit-
ish whaling ships began to appear off Japanese coasts
almost two hundred years later, the policy of exclusion
was still in effect. An order of 1825 commanded Japa-
nese officials to “drive away foreign vessels without sec-
ond thought.”!

Japan’s unbending isolation seemed hostile and
barbaric to the West, particularly to the United States.
It complicated the practical problems of ensuring the
safety of shipwrecked American sailors and the provi-
sioning of whaling ships and China traders sailing in
the castern Pacific. It also thwarted American business
leaders’ hope of trade and profit. Moreover, Americans
shared the self-confidence and dynamism of expand-
ing Western society, and they felt destined to play a
great role in the Pacific. To Americans it seemed the
duty of the United States to force the Japanese to open
their ports and behave as a “civilized” nation.

After several unsuccessful American attempts to es-
tablish commercial relations with Japan, Commodore
Matthew Perry steamed into Edo (now Tokyo) Bay
in 1853. Relying on gunboat diplomacy by threaten-
ing to attack, Perry demanded diplomatic negotiations
with the emperor. Japan entered a grave crisis. Some
Japanese military leaders urged resistance, but senior
officials realized how defenseless
their cities were against naval bom-
bardment. Shocked and humili-
ated, they reluctantly signed a treaty
with the United States that opened
two ports and permitted trade.
Over the next five years, more treaties spelled out the
rights and privileges of the Western nations and their
merchants in Japan. Japan was “opened.” What the
British had done in China with two wars, the Ameri-
cans had achieved in Japan with the threat of one.

gunboat diplomacy The
use or threat of military
force to coerce a
government into economic
or political agreements.
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Chapter 24 The West and the World

Western Penetration of Egypt

Egypt’s experience illustrates not only the explosive
power of the expanding European economy and society
but also their seductive appeal. European involvement
in Egypt also led to a new model of formal political
control, which European powers applied widely in Af-
rica and Asia after 1882.

Of great importance in African and Middle Eastern
history, the ancient land of the pharaohs had since
525 B.C.E. been ruled by a succession of foreigners,
most recently by the Ottoman sultans. In 1798 French
armies under young General Napoleon Bonaparte in-
vaded the Egyptian part of the Ottoman Empire and
occupied the territory for three years.
Into the power vacuum left by the
French withdrawal stepped an ex-
traordinary Albanian-born, Turkish-
speaking general, Muhammad Ali

The Suez Canal,  Western hotels. As Ismail proudly
1869 Clared, “My Country is no longer :II

1815-1 ",‘ﬂ- |

cotton and rice geared to European markets, gy,
landowners “modernized” agriculture, but to thge'},pt
ment of peasant living standards.

These trends continued under Muhammad g
grandson Ismail (ihs-MAH-eel), who in 1863 b@ga_h [
sixteen-year rule as Egypt's khedive (kuh-DER E
prince. Educated at France’s leading military acyqq
Ismail was a westernizing autocrat. The large irrigag
networks he promoted boosted cotton productigy 5
exports to Europe, and with his support a French gq A
pany completed the Suez Canal in 1869. The Arahyjg 3
the Egyptian masses replaced the Turkish spoken 0
Ottoman rulers as the official language; young [,
tians educated in Europe spread new skills; and ¢

acquired modern boulevards

Africa, we now form part of Furg
} Yet Ismail was too impatient

| (1769-1849). jfj reckless. His projects were enope
™ ‘ First appointed governor of Egypt e j mously expensive, and by 1876 Egyn
! | in 1805 by the Ottoman sultan, Mu- - ;;raanean / owed foreign bondholders a col
{IESHI hammad Ali set out to build his own / debt that it could not pay. Francea
e /
il ‘ state on the strength of a large, pow- =@ 47 Great Britain intervened and forced’
”H”l“n“” erful army organized along European = ) b \' il Ismail to appoint French and British:
Il lines. He drafted for the first time the ) ¢ I\l"-- -j Satee] commissioners to oversee Egyptian
“I“ | ‘ | illiterate peasant masses of Egypt, Coive LBO'::; 3 '\lr [y finances to ensure payment of the
||| 1‘| and he hired French and Tralian army : { & :1 Egyptian debt in full. This momen=
UL officers to train both these raw re- et < ~f tous decision marked a sharp b
' " cruits and their Turkish officers in & A 'o‘)‘\l @Q i with the past. Throughout most of
modern military methods. He also -Z\E‘l-' S i the nineteenth century, Europeans
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reformed the government, cultivated
new lands, and improved communi-
cation networks. By the end of his
reign in 1848, Muhammad Ali had
established a strong and virtually independent Egyp-
tian state, to be ruled by his family on a hereditary
basis within the Ottoman Empire (see Chapter 23).

Muhammad Ali’s modernization program attracted
large numbers of Europeans to the banks of the Nile.
The port city of Alexandria had more than fifty thou-
sand Europeans by 1864. Europeans served not only
as army officers but also as engineers, doctors, gov-
ernment officials, and police officers. Others turned to
trade, finance, and shipping.

To pay for his ambitious plans, Muhammad Ali
encouraged the development of commercial agricul-
ture. This development had profound implications.
Egyptian peasants were poor but largely self-sufficient,
growing food for their own consumption on state-
owned lands allotted to them by tradition. Faced with
the possibility of export agriculture, high-ranking ofhi-
cials and members of Muhammad Ali’s family began
carving large private landholdings out of the state do-
main. These new landlords made the peasants their
tenants and forced them to grow cash crops such as

\ oTT o
-\ N

» p \; ", - had used military might and puliti;ﬂ]‘.

force primarily to make sure that.
b non-Western lands would accept Eu=
ropean trade and investment. Now

Europeans were going to effectively rule Egypt. _

Foreign financial control evoked a violent nationals
istic reaction among Egyptian religious leaders, young:
intellectuals, and army officers. In 1879, under the:
leadership of Colonel Ahmed Arabi, they formed the:
Egyptian Nationalist Party. Continuing diplomatie
pressure on the government, which forced lsmail 10
abdicate in favor of his weak son, Tewfiq (r. 1879=
1892), resulted in bloody anti-European riots in Alex=
andria in 1882. A number of Europeans were killedy
and Tewfiq and his court had to flee to British ships for:
safety. When the British fleet bombarded Alexandrid;
more riots swept the country, and Colonel Arabi led ﬂ
revolt. But a British expeditionary force put down the
rebellion and occupied all of Egypt that year.

The British said their occupation was temporatis
but British armies remained in Egypt until 1956. They!
maintained the facade of Egypt as an autonomous
province of the Ottoman Empire, but the khedive w3
a mere puppet. British rule did result in tax reforms
and somewhat better conditions for peasants, whil®
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i bondholders received their interest and Egyp-
i n nationalists nursed their injured pride.

"#'British rule in Egypt provided a new model for
guropean expansion in densely populated lands. Such
nsion was based on military force, political domi-
and a self-justifying ideology of beneficial re-

on,

I‘ !

» o This model predominated until 1914. Thus did
deI . P

f'ldlri-. yope’s Industrial Revolution lead to tremendous po-
2l itical as well as economic expansion throughout the

-@;]Iobal Migration
Around 1900

How was massive migration an integral part
of Western expansion?

A poignant human drama accompanied economic
expansion: millions of people pulled up stakes and left
\their ancestral lands in the course of history’s greatest
‘migration. To millions of ordinary people for whom
the opening of China and the interest on the Egyptian
\debt had not the slightest significance, this great move-
"ment was the central experience in the saga of Western
“expansion. It was, in part, because of this global mass
“migration that the West's impact on the world in the
“nineteenth century was so powerful and many-sided.

~ A note on vocabulary may be in order here: migra-
tion refers to general human movement; emigrants (or
emigration) refers to people leaving one country for
\another; immigrants (or immigration) refers to people
\entering one country from another. People emigrate
from and immigrate to.

The Pressure of Population

n the carly eighteenth century European population
 growth entered its third and decisive stage, which con-
tinued unabated until the early twentieth century.
Birthrates eventually declined in the nineteenth cen-
[ EU-FY: but so did death rates, mainly because of the ris-
INg standard of living and the revolution in public

ri-’f;' h‘“"‘ﬂth (see Chapter 22). During the hundred years
dh: before 1900 the population of Europe (including Asi-
the

lic Russia) more than doubled, from approximately
188 million to roughly 432 million.

“.g?:f  lhese figures actually understate Europe’s popula-
1“"“"; tiof explosion, for between 1815 and 1932 more than
:::s million pedple left Europe. These emigrants went

P_i"imari}y to the rapidly growing neo-Europes —North
d Soyth America, Australia, New Zealand, and Sibe-
. Since the population of native Africans, Asians,

Global Migration Around 1900

and Americans grew more slowly than that of Euro-
peans in Europe and the neo-Europes, Europeans and
people of predominantly European origin jumped from
about 24 percent of the world’s total in 1800 to about
38 percent on the eve of World War I.

The growing number of Europeans provided fur-
ther impetus for Western expansion, and it drove more
and more people to emigrate. As in the eighteenth cen-
tury, the rapid increase in numbers in Europe proper
led to land hunger and relative overpopulation in
area after area. In most countries, emigration increased
twenty years after a rapid growth in population, as
children grew up, saw little available land and few op-
portunities, and departed. This pattern was especially
prevalent when rapid population increase predated ex-
tensive industrial development, which offered the best
long-term hope of creating jobs and reducing poverty.
Thus millions of country folk in industrialized parts of
Europe moved to cities in search of work, while those
in more slowly industrializing regions went abroad.

Before looking at the people who emigrated, con-
sider these three facts. First, the number of men and
women who left Europe increased rapidly at the end of
the nineteenth century and leading up to World War I.
As Figure 24.2 shows, more than 11 million left in the
first decade of the twentieth cen-
tury, over five times the number
departing in the 1850s. Thus
large-scale emigration was a de-
fining characteristic of European
society at the turn of the century.

Second, different countries
had very different patterns of mi-
gration. People left Britain and
Ireland in large numbers from the 1840s on. This out-
flow reflected not only rural poverty but also the move-
ment of skilled industrial technicians and the
preferences shown to British migrants in the overseas
British Empire. Ultimately, about one-third of all Eu-
ropean migrants between 1840 and 1920 came from
the British Isles. German emigration was quite differ-
ent. It grew irregularly after about 1830, reaching a
first peak in the early 1850s and another peak in the
early 1880s. Thereafter it declined rapidly, for at that
point Germany’s rapid industrialization provided ade-
quate jobs at home. This pattern contrasted sharply
with that of Italy. More and more ltalians left the
country right up to 1914, reflecting severe problems in
Italian villages and relatively slow industrial growth. In
short, migration patterns mirrored social and eco-
nomic conditions in the various European countries
and provinces.

Third, although the United States did absorb the
largest overall number of European emigrants, fewer
than half of all these emigrants went to the United
States. Asiatic Russia, Canada, Argentina, Brazil,

global mass migration

| The mass movement of
people from Europe in the
nineteenth century; one
reason that the West's
impact on the world was so
powerful and many-sided.
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Figure 24.2 Emigration from Europe
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grew quickly until the outbreak of Wor|g W-: i
in 1914, after which it declined rapidly,

peans were actually migrants as oppogeq
immigrants who settled in new lands._'_d'
is, they returned home after some g
abroad. One in two immigrants to Arg
tina and probably one in three to the U
States eventually returned to their ngg j_
land. :
The likelihood of repatriation varjed
greatly by nationality. People who emigrﬁ
from the Balkans, for instance, were m
more likely to return to their countries thy
people from Ireland or eastern Europ "
Jews. For those who returned, the possibiligy

3
o

|
1910 1920 1930
Year
== (Germany

— |taly

Australia, and New Zealand also attracted large num-
bers, as Figure 24.3 shows. Moreover, immigrants ac-
counted for a larger proportion of the total population
in Argentina, Brazil, and Canada than in the United
States. The common American assumption that Euro-
pean emigration meant immigration to the United
States is quite inaccurate.

European Emigration
What kind of people left Europe, and what were their

reasons for doing so? The European emigrant was gener-
ally an energetic small farmer or skilled artisan trying
hard to stay ahead of poverty, not a desperately impov-
erished landless peasant or urban proletarian. These
small peasant landowners and village craftsmen typically
left Europe because of the lack of available land and the
growing availability of cheap factory-made goods, which
threatened their traditional livelihoods. (See “Living in
the Past: The Immigrant Experience,” page 800.)
Determined to maintain or improve their status,
immigrants brought great benefits to the countries that
received them, in large part because the vast majority
were young, typically unmarried, and ready to work
hard in the new land, at least for a time. Many Europe-
ans moved but remained within Europe, settling tem-
» porarily or permanently in another European country.
Jews from central Europe and peasants from Ireland
moved to Great Britain; Russians and Poles sought
work in Germany; and Spaniards, Portuguese, and
Tralians went to France. A substantial number of Euro-

1940 of buying Jand in the old country was of:
central importance. In Ireland (as well as in
England and Scotland), large, often-absen-
tee landowners owned most land; little was:
up for sale. In Russia, most Jews faced dis-
crimination and were forced to live in the
Pale of Settlement (see Chapter 16), and non—]ewﬁ
owned most property. Therefore, when Irish farmers)
and Russian Jewish artisans emigrated in search of op=
portunity, or, for Jews, to escape pogroms (seec Chapter
23), it was basically a once-and-for-all departure.

The mass movement of Italians illustrates many of
the characteristics of European emigration. As late a§
the 1880s, three of every four Italians worked in agri=
culture. With the influx of cheap North American
wheat, many small landowning peasants whose stan=
dard of living was falling began to leave their country:
Numerous Italians went to the United States, but be-
fore 1900 even greater numbers went to Argentina and
Brazil.

Many Italians had no intention of perman ently set=
tling abroad. Some called themselves “swallows.” Aftﬂ_l!;;'f
harvesting their own wheat and flax in Italy, they “flew’
to Argentina to harvest wheat between December and:
April. Returning to Italy for the spring planting, chey’
repeated this exhausting process. This was a very hard;
life, but a frugal worker could save $250 to $300 in the
course of a scason, at a time when an Italian agriculturat
worker earned less than $1 a day in Ttaly. .

Ties of family and friendship played a crucial role it
the emigration process. Many people from a givelt
province or village setcled together in rural enclaves O
tightly knit urban neighborhoods thousands of miles
away. Very often a strong individual —a businessmah
a religious leader, a family member—would blaze the
way and others would follow, forming a “migration
chain.”
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Global Migration Around 1900

DESTINATIONS

Other 4%
Brazil 7%

Netherlands 1%

Norway 1%
Sweden 2%
Russia 4%*

pustria 7%

pain 9%

'~ permany 11%

« Notincluding migrants to Asiatic Russia.

Great Britain
and Ireland 34%

Italy 19%

Australia/ .
New Zealand 7% —

Canada 8%_‘

>

Argentina 10% —‘;f:;-
L

Asiatic Russia 20%

:?igure 24.3 Origins and Destinations of European Emigrants, 1851-1960 European emigrants
came from many countries; almost half of them went to the United States.

Many landless young European men and women
were spurred to leave by a spirit of revolt and indepen-
dence. In Sweden and in Norway, in Jewish Russia and
in ltaly, these young people felt frustrated by the power
of the small minority in the privileged classes, which
often controlled both church and government and re-
sisted demands for change and greater opportunity.
Many a young Norwegian seconded the passionate cry

In the 1840s, for example, the Spanish government
actively recruited Chinese laborers to meet the strong
demand for field hands in Cuba. Between 1853 and
1873, when such immigration was stopped, more than
130,000 Chinese laborers went to Cuba. The majority
spent their lives as virtual slaves. The great landlords of
Peru also brought in more than 100,000 workers from

United
States 45%

of Norway’s national poet, Martinius Bjernson (BY-
URN-sawn): “Forth will I! Forth! I will be crushed and
consumed if T stay.”® Many young Jews wholeheartedly
agreed with a spokesman of Kiev’s Jewish community
in 1882, who summed up his congregation’s growing
defiance in the face of brutal persecution: “Our human
dignity is being trampled upon, our wives and daugh-
ters are being dishonored, we are looted and pillaged;
cither we get decent human rights or else let us go
wherever our eyes may lead us.”

Thus for many, emigration was a radical way to gain
basic human rights. Emigration rates slowed in coun-
tties where the people won basic political and social
teforms, such as the right to vote, equality before the
law, and social security.

Vaccinating Migrants Bound for Hawaii, 1904  First Chinese, then
Japanese, and finally Koreans and Filipinos went across the Pacific in
large numbers to labor in Hawaii on American-owned sugar plantations
in the late nineteenth century. The native Hawaiians had been deci-
mated by disease, creating a severe labor shortage for Hawaii's
plantation economy. (© Corbis)

Asian Emigration

Not all emigration was from Europe. A substantial
Number of Chinese, Japanese, Indians, and Filipinos—
10 name only four key groups— responded to rural
ardship with temporary or permanent emigration.
At least 3 million Asians moved abroad before 1920.
Most went as indentured laborers to work under in-
credibly difficult conditions on the plantations or in the
gold mines of Tatin America, southern Asia, Africa,
California, Hawaii, and Australia. White estate owners
Very often used Asian immigrants to replace or supple-
Ment blacks after the suppression of the slave trade.
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LIVING IN THE PAST

The Immigrant Experience

their homelands in search of better lives. About half

moved to the United States; between 1890 and 1925
over 20 million men, women, and children passed through
the Ellis Island Immigration Station in New York City har-
bor. During these years, southern and eastern Europeans,
such as Italians, Poles, and Russian Jews, far outnumbered
the northern Europeans who had predominated in the mid-

BetWeen 1800 and 1930, 60 million Europeans left
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China in the nineteenth century, and there were simi-

»lar movements of Asians elsewhere.
Emigration from Asia would undoubtedly have
grown to much greater proportions if planters and
mine owners in search of cheap labor had been able to
hire as many Asian workers as they wished. But they

nineteenth-century wave of migration to the United g
Today over 40 percent of Americans are desceng
people who went through immigration control on g
land. These figures give some idea of the immense o
of people involved in this great migration, but stapjet
hardly capture what it was like to pull up stakes and m |
America.

Transporting migrants across the North Atlantic w
business. Well-established steamship companies s
Cunard, White Star, and Hamburg-America advertise
expensive fares and good accommodations. The realit
usually different. For the vast majority who could afford g
third-class passage in the steerage compartment (so caj
because it was located near the ship’s rudder), the ei'g
fourteen-day journey overseas from Naples, Hamburg
Liverpool was cramped, cold, and unsanitary. Yet po
prospects and religious or political persecution at fo
and the lure of America’s booming economy —led ma
take the journey.

Once they arrived at Ellis Island, steerage passe
were subjected to a four- to five-hour examination in tf
Great Hall. Physicians checked their health. Customs @
cers inspected legal documents. Bureaucrats administe
intelligence tests and evaluated the migrants’ financial
moral status. The exams worried and sometimes insu
the new arrivals. As one Polish-Jewish immigrant rem -
bered, “They asked us questions. ‘How much is two and
one? How much is two and two?’ But the next young ﬂ
also from our city, went and they asked her, 'How do yeu
wash stairs, from the top or from the bottom?’ She says, 't
don’t come to America to wash stairs.”

Migrants with obvious ilinesses were required to st
the island’s hospital as long as several weeks to see if
improved. Sick passengers whom officials judged eithe
threat to public health or a likely drain on public fina
were sent home. Suspected anarchists and, later, Bolshev
were also deported.

Italian poster advertising sailings to the United
States, Brazil, Uruguay, Argentina, and Central
America, 1906. (National Archives, RG8S5: 51411/53)

could not. Many Asians fled the plantations and gOIfi"
mines as soon as possible, secking greater opportuiis
ries in trade and towns. There they came into con 1ct
with local populations, whether in Malaya, souther™
Africa, or areas settled by Europeans. When chat to9%
pi:a.cc in neo-Europes, Buropean sertlers demande K



Conditions for steerage
passengers were cramped, as
evidenced by this photo from
1902. Passengers were limited
to bringing only their most
cherished possessions, such as
the teddy bear from Switzerland
and the Hebrew prayer book
from Poland, both of which
made the crossing with their

owners in 1921. (steerage: The
Granger Collection, New York; prayer
book and teddy bear: Metaform Inc./
Karen Yamauchi of artifacts in the
National Park Service Collection, Statue
of Liberty National Monument, Eliis Istand
Immigration Museum. Book: gift of

Jean C. Osaja. Bear: gift of Gertrude
Schneider Smith)

By today's standards, it was remarkably easy for those
seeking to establish permanent residency to enter the
‘United States —only about 2 percent of all migrants were
denied entry. After they cleared processing, the new arriv-
als were ferried to New York City, where they either stayed
or moved to other industrialized cities of the Northeast and
Midwest. The migrants typically took unskilled jobs for low
wages, but by keeping labor costs down, they fueled the
rapid industrialization of late-nineteenth-century America.
They furthermore transformed the United States from a
land of predominantly British and northern European
settlers into the multiethnic melting pot of myth and fame.

QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS

1. Why did so many Europeans make the difficult and
sometimes-dangerous transatlantic trip to the United
States?

2. What were the main concerns of U.S. immigration
officials as they evaluated the new arrivals? Did U.S.
officials treat immigrants fairly?

d halt to Asian immigration. By the 1880s the American peal of nationalism and scientific racism (see Chap-
i< and Australian governments had instituted exclusion-  ter 23), encouraged a variety of attempts to control
ch dry acts— discsiminatory laws designed to keep Asians  immigration flows and seal off national borders. Na-
il from entering the country. tional governments established strict rules for granting
k In fact, the explosion of mass mobility in the late  citizenship and asylum to foreigners. Passports and cus-
& Nineteenth century, combined with the growing ap-  toms posts monitored movement across increasingly
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nativism Policies and
beliefs, often influenced by
nationalismscientific
racism, and mass migration,
that give preferential
treatment to established
inhabitants over immigrants.

802

In this 1896 Senate speech, the dynamic and well-respected
Republican senator Henry Cabot Lodge expressed nativist
anxieties about “race mixing" in the United States and called
for rigid immigration restrictions. Most Europeans who im-
migrated to the United States in the late nineteenth century
were Roman Catholics from Italy and central Europe and
Jews and Slavs from Poland and Russ ja— “races"” that nativ-
ists considered superior to Asians and Africans but far below
the Anglo-Saxon Protestants from northern Europe, who
constituted the majority of U.S. immigrants until the 1870s.

Restricting Immigration

B This bill is intended to amend the existing law so as

to restrict still further immigration to the United States.
Paupers, diseased persons, convicts, and contract laborers
are now excluded, By this bill it is proposed to make a
new class of excluded immigrants, and to add to those
which have just been named the totally ignorant......

[We propose] to exclude all immigrants who could nei-
ther read nor write, and this is the plan which was adopted
by the committee. . ... In their report the committee have
shown by statistics, which have been collected and tabu-
lated with great care, the emigrants who would be affected
by this illiteracy test. . . . Itis found ... that the illiteracy
test will bear most heavily upon the Italians, Russians,
Poles, Hungarians, Greeks, and Asiatics, and very lightly,
or not at all, upon English-speaking emigrants, or Germans,
Scandinavians, and French. In other words, the races most
affected by the illiteracy test are those whose emigration
to this country has begun within the last twenty years
and swelled rapidly to enormous proportions, races with
which the English-speaking people have never hitherto
assimilated, and who are most alien to the great body of
the people of the United States. . . ]

Immigration and the Economy

[ There is no one thing which does so much to bring
about a reduction of wages and to injure the American

tight national boundaries. Such attempts were often
inspired by nativism, beliefs that led to policies
giving preferential treatment to established inhabi-
tants above immigrants. Thus Erench nativists tried to
limit the influx of Ttalian migrant
workers, German ones worked to
stop Poles from crossing eastern
borders, and Americans (in the
1920s) restricted immigration
from southern and eastern Eu-
rope as well as banning it out-

right from much of Asia. (See

Nativism in the United States

wage earner as the unlimited introduction of cheap fep.
eign labor through unrestricted immigration, Statisticg :
show that the change in the race character of our jmmj..
gration has been accompanied by a corresponding decliya
inits quality....m 3

Immigration and Citizenship

M@ when we speak of a race, . . . we mean the moral and.
intellectual characters, which in their association make '
the soul of a race, and which represent the product of |
its past, the inheritance of all its ancestors. ...

[I]t is on the moral qualities of the English-speaking
race that our history, our victories, and all our future
rest. There is only one way in which you can lower those
qualities or weaken those characteristics, and that {5 by
breeding them out. If a lower race mixes with a higherin
sufficient numbers, history teaches us that the lower race.
will prevail. . ... The lowering of a great race means not :
only its own decline, but that of civilization. . ..

Mr. President, more precious even than forms of gov-
ernment are the mental and moral qualities which make
what we call our race. While those stand unimpaired allis
safe. When those decline all is imperiled. ... . The time has
certainly come, if not to stop, at least to check, to sift, and
to restrict those immigrants. . . . The gates which admit
men to the United States and to citizenship in the great
republic should no longer be left unguarded.m

EVALUATE THE EVIDENCE

1. How does Lodge's understanding of race drive his
enthusiasm for immigration restrictions? _

2. Why would nativist arguments win popular support in
the late nineteenth century?

[ o B

Source: Henry Cabot Lodge, Speeches and Addresses 1884-1909 (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1909), pp. 245, 247, 249-250, 262, 264-266.

“Primary Source 24.2: Nativism in the United States,
above.)

A crucial factor in the migrations before 1914 wass
therefore, immigration policies that offered preferred:
status to “acceptable” racial and ethnic groups in [I.u:
open lands of possible permanent settlement. Thist
too, was part of Western dominance in the inci'r'-‘-ifs'
ingly lopsided world. Largely successful in monopoliZ=
ing the best overseas nppormnitics, Europeans *123
ent

people of European ancestry reaped the main ben
alids

from the mass migration. By 191 3 people in Austr

Canada, and the United States had joined the Britéh



Ne1s-1914

. having the highest average incomes in the world,
i?hilf incomes in Asia and Africa lagged far behind.

] Wwestern Imperialism,
1880-1914

How did Western imperialism change
after 18802

“he expansion of Western society reached its apex
chth:fn about 1880 and 1914. In those years, the
Jeading European nations not only continued to send
\massive streams of migrants, money, and manufac-
qured goods around the world, but also rushed to
create or enlarge vast political empires. This political
.empite building contrasted sharply with the economic
penetration of non-Western territories between 1816
and 1880, which had left a China or a Japan “opened”
ut politically independent. By contrast, the empires
of the late nineteenth century recalled the old Euro-
pean colonial empires of the sixteenth to eighteenth
centurics. Because this renewed imperial push came
alter a long pause in European expansionism, contem-
porarics termed it the new imperialism.

Characterized by a frantic rush to plant the flag
(over as many people and as much territory as possible,
ithe new imperialism had momentous consequences.
By the early 1900s almost 84 percent of the globe was
dominated by European nations, and Britain alone
controlled one-quarter of the earth’s territory and one-
third of its population. The new imperialism created
new tensions among competing European states and
led to wars and threats of war with non-European
powers. Aimed primarily at Africa and Asia, the new
imperialism put millions of black, brown, and yellow
Peoples directly under the rule of whites.

The European Presence
In Africa Before 1880

Prior 10 1880, European nations controlled only 10
Percent of Africa. The French had begun conquering
il Algeria in 1830, and by 1880 substantial numbers of
French, Italian, and Spanish colonists had settled

3 i ) .
; AMmong the overwhelming Arab majority there. Yet the
::- OVerall effect on Africa was minor.

At the southern tip of the continent, Britain had
d taken possession of the Dutch settlements in and
| . .

Wound Cape Town during the wars with Napoleon .

1;9 This takeover of the Cape Colony had led disgruntled
Isll'- utch cattle ranchers and farmers in 1835 to make

their so-called Great Trek into the interior, where they

Western Imperialism, 1880-1914 803

fought the Zulu and Xhosa peoples for land. After
1853 the Boers, or Afrikaners (a-frih-KAH-nuhrz),
as the descendants of the Dutch in the Cape Colony
were beginning to call themselves, proclaimed their in-
dependence and defended it against British armies.
By 1880 Afrikaner and British settlers, who detested
each other and lived in separate areas, had wrested con-
trol of much of South Africa from the Zulu, Xhosa,
and other African peoples.

In addition to the French in
the north and the British and Afri-
kaners in the south, European
trading posts and forts dating
back to the Age of Discovery and
the slave trade dotted the coast of
West Africa, and the Portuguese
maintained a loose hold on their
old possessions in Angola and
Mozambique. Elsewhere, over the
great mass of the continent, Europeans did not rule.

After 1880 the situation changed drastically. In a
spectacular manifestation of the new imperialism,
European countries jockeyed for territory in Africa,
breaking sharply with previous patterns of coloniza-
tion and diplomacy.

The Scramble for Africa
After 1880

Between 1880 and 1900 Britain, France, Belgium,
Germany, and Italy scrambled for African possessions
as if their national livelihoods depended on it (Map
24.2). By 1900 neatly the whole continent had been
carved up and placed under European rule: only Ethi-
opia, which fought off Italian invaders, and Liberia,
which had been settled by freed slaves from the United
States, remained independent. In all other African ter-
ritories, European powers tightened their control and
established colonial governments in the years before
1914.

The Dutch-settler republics also succumbed to im-
perialism, but the final outcome was different. The
British, led by Cecil Rhodes (1853—1902) in the Cape
Colony, leapfrogged over the two Afrikaner states—
the Orange Free State and the Transvaal—in the early
1890s and established protectorates over Bechuana-
land (bech-WWAH-nuh-land; now Botswana) and Rho-
desia (now Zimbabwe and Zambia), named in honor of
its founder. Although the British were unable to sub-
due the stubborn Afrikaners, English-speaking capital-
ists like Rhodes developed fabulously rich gold mines
in the Transvaal, and the British eventually conquered
their white rivals in the bloody South African War, or
Boer War (1899-1902). In 1910 the Afrikaner terri-
tories were united with the old Cape Colony and the
castern province of Natal in a new Union of South

new imperialism The
late-nineteenth-century
drive by European
countries to create vast
political empires abroad.

Afrikaners Descendants
of the Dutch settlers in the
Cape Colony in southern
Africa.
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MAPPING THE PAST

Map 24.2 The Partition of Africa

imperialism in Africa and Asia, using this map and Map 24.3.

the United States and Japan have in common in Africa and Asia?

motives behind the rush for land and empire in Africa and Asia?
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states

The European powers carved up Africa after 1880 and built vast political empires. European states also
seized territory in Asia in the nineteenth century, although some Asian states and peoples managed to
maintain their political independence (see Map 24.3, page 808). Compare the patterns of European

ANALYZING THE MAP What European countries were leading imperialist states in both Africa and Asia,
and what lands did they hold? What countries in Africa and Asia maintained their independence? What did

CONNECTIONS The late nineteenth century was the high point of European imperialism. What were the

¥ independent African”
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B ean Imperialism at Its Worst This 1908 English

: Pn « eopold, King of the Congo, in his national

: -fiocuses on the barbaric practice of cutting off the
‘d's'and feet of Africans who refused to gather as much

+ as Leopold's company demanded. In 1908 an

matl_onal human rights campaign forced the Belgian

o cede his personal fief to the Belgian state. (The

Collection, New York)

ica, established as a largely “self-governing” colony.
dually. though, the defeated Afrikaners used their
serical superiority over the British settlers to take
itical power, as even the most educated nonwhites
: the right to vote, except in the Cape Colony. (See
undividuals in Society: Cecil Rhodes,” page 806.)

In the complex story of the European seizure of
Affiica, certain events and individuals stand out. Of
tmous importance was the British occupation of
st in 1882, which established the new model of for-
politic:tl control (see page 796). King Leopold II
elgium (r. 1865-1909), an energetic, strong-willed
narch of a tiny country with a luse for distant terri-
tory: also played an important role. As early as 1861,
hie had laid out his vision of expansion: “The sea bathes
wur coast, the world lies before us. Steam and electric-
ity have annihilated distance, and all the nonappropri-
dred lands on the surface of the globe can become the
ield of our operations and of our success.”

By 1876 Leopold’s expansionism focused on central
ica. He formed a financial syndicate under his per-
al control to send Henry M. Stanley, a sensation-
seeking journalist and part-time explorer, to the Congo
in. Stanley established trading stations, signed un-
Rir treaties with African chiefs, and planted the Bel-
lan flag. Leopold’s actions alarmed the French, who
ckly sent out an expedition under Pierre de Brazza.

11880 de Brazza signed a treaty of protection with
the chief of the large Teke tribe and began to establish
; French protectorate on the north bank of the Congo

MVEr,

Leopold’s intrusion into the Congo area called at-
| Whition to the possibilities of African colonization, and
O 1882 Europe had caught “African fever.” A gold-
1sh mentality led to a determined race for territory.
§° fii}f down some basic rules for this new and danger-
Uis global competition, Jules Ferry of France and Otto
00 Bismarck of Germany arranged an international
ﬂﬁ?l‘cncc on Africa in Berlin in 1884 and 1885. The
Hetlin Conference established the principle that Eu-
E?_Ptaﬂ claims to African territory had to rest on “effec-
f-_l\_’e Occupation” (a strong presence on the ground) to
- recognized by other states. This meant that Europe-
18 would push relentlessly into interior regions from
M sides and that no single European power would be
V¢ to claim the entire continent. The conference rec-
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H. M. Loopeld, King of the {
in his nasional drass.

. ;._

ognized Leopold’s personal rule over a neutral Congo
Free State and agreed to work to stop slavery and the
slave trade in Africa.

The Berlin Conference coincided with Germany’s
sudden emergence as an imperial power. Prior to about
1880, Bismarck, like many other
FEuropean leaders at the time, had
seen little value in colonies. In 1884
and 1885, as political agitation for
expansion increased, Bismarck did
an abrupt about-face, and Germany
established protectorates over a
number of small African kingdoms
and tribes in Togo, the Cameroons
region, southwest Africa, and, later, East Africa. In ac-
quiring colonies, Bismarck cooperated against the
British with France’s Jules Ferry, an ardent republican

Berlin Conference

. A meeting of European
leaders held in 1884 and
1885 in order to lay down
some basic rules for
imperialist competition
in sub-Saharan Africa.
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INDIVIDUALS IN SOCIE Y
Cecil Rhodes

lessness of the new imperialism. He built a corporate

monopoly, claimed vast tracts in Africa, and estab-
lished the famous Rhodes scholarships to develop colonial
(and American) leaders who would love and strengthen the
British Empire. But to Africans, he left a bitter legacy.

Rhodes came from a large middle-class family and at sev-
enteen went to southern Africa to seek his fortune. He soon
turned to diamonds, newly discovered at Kimberley, picked
good business partners, and was wealthy by 1876. But Rhodes,
often called a dreamer, wanted more. He entered Oxford
University, where he studied while returning periodically to
Africa. His musings crystallized in a Social Darwinist belief in
progress through racial competition and territorial expansion.
“] contend,” he wrote, “that we [English] are the finest race in
the world and the more of the world we inhabit the better it is
for the human race."*

Rhodes’s belief in British expansion never wavered. In 1880
he formed the De Beers Mining Company, and by 1888 his firm
had monopolized southern Africa's diamond production and
earned fabulous profits. Rhodes also entered the Cape
Colony’s legislature and became the colony’s all-powerful
prime minister from 1890 to 1896.

His main objective was to annex the Afrikaner republics
and impose British rule on as much land as possible beyond
their northern borders. Working through a state-approved pri-
vate company financed in part by De Beers, Rhodes's agents
forced and cajoled African kings to accept British “protection,”
and then put down rebellions with machine guns. Britain thus
obtained a great swath of empire on the cheap.

But Rhodes, like many high achievers obsessed with power
and personal aggrandizement, went too far. He backed, and
then in 1896 declined to call back, a failed invasion of the
Transvaal, which was designed to topple the Dutch-speaking
republic. Repudiated by top British leaders who had encour-
aged his plan, Rhodes had to resign as prime minister. In de-
clining health, he continued to agitate against the Afrikaner
republics. He died at age forty-nine as the South African War
(1899-1902) ended.

In accounting for Rhodes's remarkable but flawed achieve-
ments, both sympathetic and critical biographers stress his
imposing physical size, enormous energy, and charismatic
personality. His ideas were commonplace, but he believed in
them passionately, and he could persuade and inspire others
to follow his lead. Rhodes the idealist was nonetheless a born
negotiator, a crafty deal maker who believed that everyone
could behad for a price. According to his most insightful biog-

C ecil Rhodes epitomized the dynamism and the ruth-

*Robert I. Rotberg, The Founder: Cecil Rhodes and the Pursuit of Power (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1988), p. 150.

+ibid., p. 408.
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Cecil Rhodes, after crushing the last African revolt in Rhodesia in 1896,
(Brown Brothers) 20,

rapher, Rhodes's homosexuality — discreet, partially represse
but undeniable —was also “a major component of his ma
netism and his success."t Never comfortable with women,
he loved male companionship. He drew together a “band of
brothers,” both gay and straight, who shared in his pursuit of
power.

Rhodes cared nothing for the rights of Africans and blacks:
Both a visionary and an opportunist, he looked forward to
an eventual reconciliation of Afrikaners and British in a unltad
white front. Therefore, as prime minister of the Cape Colon)'t
he broke with the colony’s liberal tradition and supported
Afrikaner demands to reduce drastically the number of black
voters and limit black freedoms. This helped lay the founda:
tion for the Union of South Africa's brutal policy of racial $eg:
regation known as apartheid after 1948.

QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS

1. In what ways did Rhodes's career epitomize the new
imperialism in Africa?

2. How did Rhodes relate to Afrikaners and to black
Africans? How do you account for the differences and the
similarities?

ONLINE DOCUMENT ASSIGNMENT

What does the life of Cecil Rhodes suggest about
the “great man” theory of history that was pop4 lar
during this period? Go to the Integrated Media an
examine a variety of perspectives on Rhodes'’s legacy:
Then complete a writing assignment based on the
evidence and details from this chapter.
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o also embraced imperialism. With BismarcK’s tacit
" _oval, the French pressed southward from Algeria,
'Ppnwrd from their old forts on the Senegal coast, and
orthward from their protectorate on the Congo River
. o ake control of parts of West and Central Africa.

~ Meanwhile, the British began enlarging their own
\\West African enclaves and impatiently pushed north-

rd from the Cape Colony and westward from Zan-
; Eﬁﬁf- Their thrust southward from Egypt was blocked
iq Sudan by fiercely independent Muslims who mas-
, scred a British force at Khartoum in 1885,
A decade later, another British force, under General
‘Horatio H. Kitchener, moved cautiously and more
uccessfully up the Nile River, building a railroad to
'uppl}’ arms and reinforcements as it went. Finally, in
1898 these British troops met their foe at Omdurman
(ahm-duhr-MAHN) (see Map 24.2), where poorly
4tmed Sudanese Muslim troops charged time and time
in, only to be cut down by the recently invented
Maxim machine gun. In the solemn words of one En-
olish observer, “It was not a battle but an execution.
The bodies were not in heaps...but they spread
evenly over acres and acres.” In the end, about 10,000
Muslim soldiers lay dead, while only 28 Britons had
been killed and 145 wounded.®
Continuing up the Nile after the Battle of Omdur-
man, Kitchener’s armies found that a small French
force had already occupied the village of Fashoda (fuh-
SHOH-duh). Locked in imperial competition with
Britain ever since the British occupation of Egypt,
France had tried to be first to reach one of Africa’s
last unclaimed areas— the upper reaches of the Nile.
The result was a serious diplomatic crisis and the threat
0f war between two Great Powers. Wracked by the
Dieyfus affair (see Chapter 23) and unwilling to fight,
[France eventually backed down and withdrew its
forces, allowing the British to take over.

The British conquest of Sudan exemplifies the gen-
ieral process of empire building in Africa. The fate of
the Muslim force at Omdurman was inflicted on all
Mative peoples who resisted European rule: they were
j‘hlown away by vastly superior military force. But as
the Fashoda incident showed, however much the Euro-
PEan powers squabbled for territory around the world,
ifh":}’ always had the sense to stop short of actually
fightin & each other. Imperial ambitions were not worth
prear European war.

Imperialism in Asia

mthm:gh their sudden division of Africa was more
SPectacular, Europeans also exerted political control
er much of vAsia. Here the Dutch were a major
PIfWﬁ‘l'- In 1815 the Dutch ruled little more than the
8lnd of Java in the East Indies. Thereafter they grad-
Hally brought almost all of the three-thousand-mile

Western Imperialism, 1880-1914

Malay Archipelago under their political authority,
though—in good imperialist fashion—they had to
share some of the spoils with Britain and Germany. In
the critical decade of the 1880s, the French under the
leadership of Ferry took Indochina. India, Japan, and
China also experienced a profound imperialist impact
(Map 24.3).

Two other great imperialist powers, Russia and the
United States, also acquired territories in Asia. Russia
moved steadily forward on two fronts throughout the
nineteenth century. Russians conquered Muslim areas
to the south in the Caucasus and in Central Asia, reach-
ing the border of Afghanistan in 1885. Russia also pro-
ceeded to nibble greedily on China’s outlying provinces,
especially in the 1890s.

The great conquest by the United States was the
Philippines, taken from Spain in 1898 through the
Spanish-American War. When it quickly became clear
that the United States had no intention of granting the
independence it had promised, Philippine patriots rose
in revolt and were suppressed only after long, bitter
fighting. Some Americans protested the taking of the
Philippines, but to no avail. Thus another great West-
ern power joined the imperialist ranks in Asia.

Causes of the New Imperialism

Many factors contributed to the late-nineteenth-
century rush for empire, which was in turn one aspect
of Western society’s generalized expansion in the age of
industry and nationalism. It is little wonder that con-
troversies have raged over interpretation of the new im-
perialism, especially since authors of every persuasion
have often exaggerated particular aspects in an attempt
to prove their own theories. Yet despite complexity and
controversy, basic causes are clearly identifiable.

Economic motives played an important role in the
extension of political empires, especially in the British
Empire. By the late 1870s France, Germany, and the
United States were industrializing rapidly behind ris-
ing tariff barriers. Great Britain was losing its early eco-
nomic lead and facing increasingly tough competition
in foreign markets. In this new economic climate, the
seizure of Asian and African territory by continental
powers in the 1880s raised alarms. Fearing that France
and Germany would seal off their empires with high
tariffs, resulting in the permanent loss of future eco-
nomic opportunities, the British followed suit and be-
gan their own push to expand empire.

Actually, the overall economic gains of the new im-
perialism proved quite limited before 1914. The new
colonies were simply too poor to buy much, and they
offered few immediately profitable investments. None-
theless, even the poorest, most barren desert was jeal-
ously prized, and no territory was ever abandoned.
This was because colonies became important for
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Map 24.3 Asiain1914 India remained under British rule, while China precariously
preserved its political independence. The Dutch Empire in modern-day Indonesia was old,
but French control of Indochina was a product of the new imperialism. Russia continued
to expand to the south and also to the east.

political and diplomatic reasons. Fach leading country
saw colonies as crucial to national security and military
power. For instance, safeguarding the Suez Canal
played a key role in the British occupation of Egypt,
and protecting Egypt in turn led to the bloody con-
quest of Sudan. Far-flung possessions guaranteed ever-
growing navies the safe havens and the dependable
coaling stations they needed in time of crisis or war.
Along with economic motives, many people were
convinced that colonies were essential to great na-
tions. “There has never been a great power without
great colonies,” wrote one French publicist. The influ-
ential nationalist historian of Germany, Heinrich von
Treitschke, spoke for many when he wrote: “Hvery vir-
ile people has established colonial power. . .. All greac
mations in the fullness of their strength have desired to
set their mark upon barbarian lands and those who fail
to participate in this great rvivalry will play a picable

role in time to come.”

Treieschke’s harsh statement reflects not only the in=
creasing aggressiveness of Furopean nationalisn aftet
Bismarcl’s wars of German unification, but also Social
Darwinian theories of brutal competition among, races
(sec Chapter 23). As one prominent Linglish eConomist
argued, the “strongest nation has always been conguel=
ing the weaker . . . and the strongest tend to be best.
Thus European nations, which saw themselves as 1=
cially distinct parts of the dominant white race, had 10
seize colonies to show they were strong and viri‘lt'i_:
Moreover, since victory of the fittest in the struggle fon i
survival was nature’s inescapable law; the conquest ©!
“inferior” peoples was just. “The path of progress is
strewn with the wreck . . . of inferior races,” wrote 08¢
professor in 1900. “Yet these dead peoples are, in very
truth, the stepping stones on which mankind has riseit
to the higher intellectual and deeper emotiona life of
today.™ Social Darwinism and pseudoscientific racial
doctrines fostered imperialist expansion.
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 ols for Empire Building Western technological
Jdyances aided Western political ambitions in

frica and Asia. The Maxim machine gun shown at
ﬁar right was highly mobile and could lay down
gontinuous barrage that would : -
Jecimate charging enemies, as
{nthe slaughter of Muslim
soldiers at the Battle of
L durman in the Sudan.
uinine (near right) was also
yery important to empire
pullding. First taken around
1850 in order to prevent the
gontraction of deadly malaria,
quinine enabled European
soldiers and officials to move
safely into the African interior

and overwhelm native peoples.
f(gun: Lordprice Collection/Alamy;
quinine: Wellcome Library, London)

So did the industrial world’s unprecedented techno-
logical and military superiority. Three aspects were
particularly important. First, the rapidly firing Maxim
‘machine gun, so lethal at Omdurman, was an ultimate
‘weapon in many another unequal battle. Second,
‘newly discovered quinine proved no less effective in
controlling malaria, which had previously decimated
‘whites in the tropics whenever they left breezy coastal
enclaves and dared to venture into mosquito-infested
Jinteriors. Third, the combination of the steamship and
the international telegraph permitted Western powers
to quickly concentrate their firepower in a given area
“when it was needed. Never before—and never again
after 1914— would the technological gap between the
- West and non-Western regions of the world be so great.
Social tensions and domestic political conflicts also
contributed mightily to overseas expansion. In Ger-
many and Russia, and in other countries to a lesser
extent, conservative political leaders manipulared colo-
nial issues to divert popular attention from the class
Struggle ar home and to create a false sense of national
Uinity. Thus imperial propagandists relentlessly stressed
that colonies benefited workers as well as capitalists,
Providing jobs and cheap raw materials that raised
Workers' standard of living, Government leaders and
their allies in the tabloid press successfully encouraged
the masses to savor foreign triumphs and to glory in
the supposed increase in national prestige. In short,
Conservative lehders defined imperialism as a national
Necessity, which they used to justify the status quo and
their hold on power.

Finally, certain special-interest groups in each coun-
&ty were powerful agents of expansion. White settlers
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in the colonial areas demanded more land and greater
state protection. Missionaries and humanitarians
wanted to spread religion and stop the slave trade
within Africa. Shipping companies wanted lucrative
subsidies to protect rapidly growing global trade. Mili-
tary men and colonial officials foresaw rapid advance-
ment and highly paid positions in growing empires.
The actions of such groups pushed the course of em-
pire forward.

A “Civilizing Mission”

Western society did not rest the case for empire solely
on naked conquest and a Darwinian racial struggle or
on power politics and the need for naval bases on every
ocean. Imperialists developed additional arguments for
imperialism to satisfy their consciences.and answer
their critics.

A favorite idea was that Westerners could and should
civilize more primitive nonwhite peoples. According
to this view, Westerners shouldered the responsibility
for governing and converting the supposed savages un-
der their charge and strove to remake them on superior
European models. Africans and Asians would even-
tually receive the benefits of industrialization and ur-
banization, Western education, Christianity, advanced
medicine, and finally higher standards of living. In
time, they might be ready for self-government and
Western democracy. Thus the French repeatedly spoke
of their imperial endeavors as a sacred “civilizing mis-
sion.” Other imperialists agreed: as one German mis-
sionary put it, a combination of prayer and hard work
under German direction would lead “the work-shy




PRIMARY SOURCE 24.3

The White Man’s Burden

When it was first published in an American illustrated magazine aimed at the middle class in 1899, Rudyard
Kipling’s well-known poem was read as encouragement for U.S. occupation of the Philippines in the after-
math of the Spanish-American War. It has since been understood as a forceful if somewhat anxious justifica-

tion for Western imperialism in general.
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Take up the White Man's Burden —
Send forth the best ye breed —
Go, bind your sons to exile
To serve your captive's need;
To wait, in heavy harness,
On fluttered folk and wild —
Your new-caught sullen peoples,
Half devil and half child.

Take up the White Man’s burden —
In patience to abide,
To veil the threat of terror
And check the show of pride;
By open speech and simple,
An hundred times made plain,
To seek another’s profit
And work another's gain.

Take up the White Man’s burden—
The savage wars of peace —
Fill full the mouth of Famine,
And bid the sickness cease;
And when your goal is nearest
(The end for others sought)
Watch sloth and heathen folly
Bring all your hope to nought.

Take up the White Man’s burden —
No iron rule of kings,
But toil of serf and sweeper —
The tale of common things.
The ports ye shall not enter,
The roads ye shall not tread,
Go, make them with your living
And mark them with your dead.

Take up the White Man’s burden,
And reap his old reward —
The blame of those ye better
The hate of those ye guard —
The cry of those ye humor
(Ah, slowly!) toward the light: —
“Why brought ye us from bondage,
Our loved Egyptian night?”

Take up the White Man's burden —
Ye dare not stoop to less—
Nor call too loud on Freedom
To cloak your weariness.
By all ye will or whisper,
By all ye leave or do,
The silent sullen peoples
Shall weigh your God and you.

Take up the White Man's burden)
Have done with childish days —:
The lightly-proffered laurel,
The easy ungrudged praise;
Comes now, to search your manhog
Through all the thankless years;
Cold, edged with dear-bought
wisdom,
The judgment of your peers.

EVALUATE THE EVIDENCE

1. What, exactly, is the “white man's
burden”? What are the costs and
rewards of undertaking the
“civilizing mission"?

2. Kipling's famous poem is over 6ne
hundred years old. Are its asser-:
tions for the legitimacy of "west-
ernization” outdated, or do they
still have resonance in today’s
global world?

Source: Reprinted in “The White Man's Versus the

Brown Man's Burden,” The Literary Digest, vol. 18,10
8 (New York: Funk and Wagnalls, 1899), p. 219.

native to work of his own free will” and thus lead him
to “an existence fit for human beings.”” In 1899 Rud-
yard Kipling (1865-1936), who wrote masterfully of
Anglo-Indian life and was perhaps the most influential
British writer of the 1890s, summarized such ideas in
his poem “The White Man’s Bur-
den.” (See “Primary Source 24.3:
The White Man’s Burden,” above.)

Many Americans accepted the
ideology of the white man’s bur-
den. It was an important factor in
the decision to rule, rather than
liberate, the Philippines after the
Spanish-American War. Like their
Furopean counterparts, these Amer-
icans believed that their civilization
had reached unprecedented heights and that they had
unique benefits to bestow on supposedly less advanced

white man's burden The
idea that Europeans could
and should civilize more
primitive nonwhite peoples
and that imperialism
would eventually provide
nonwhites with modern
achievements and higher
standards of living.
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peoples. Another argument was that imperial goveris
ment protected natives from tribal warfare as well @
from cruder forms of exploitation by white sectlers and
business people. .

Peace and stability under European control also fa
cilitated the spread of Christianity. Catholic and Profy
estant missionaries competed with Islam south OT_'fh:‘?f
Sahara, seeking converts and building schools 1 Spredty
the Gospel, Many Africans’ first real contact Wik
whites was in mission schools. Some peoples, such a8
the Ibo in Nigeria, became highly Christianized.

Such occasional successes in black Africa con l‘r'-’«“tf:d':
with the general failure of missionary efforts in Indiiy
China, and the Islamic world. There Christians Om’p
preached in vain to peoples with ancient, complex €7
gious beliefs. Yet the number of Christian believels
around the world did increase substantially in th
teenth century, and missionary groups kept trylng:
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I\ Missionary School A
cyahil schoolboy leads his
%j'assmates in a reading lesson

in Dar es Salaam in German
!East Africa before 1914, as
;-'ortraits of Emperor William 11
A his wife look down on the
lassroom. Europeans argued
{hat they were spreading the
senefits of a superior

'qivllization with schools like
this one, which is unusually
;wetl built and furnished
5Ee_cause of its strategic
|pcation in the capital city.
:tulistein Bilderdienst/The Granger
(olection, New York)

Orientalism

Eyen though many Westerners shared a sense of supe-
tiority over non-Western peoples, they were often fas-
cinated by foreign cultures and societies. In the late
19705 the influential literary scholar Edward Said
(Sigh-EED) (1935-2003) coined the term Orientalism
to describe this fascination and the stereotypical and
often racist Western understandings of non-Westerners
that dominated nineteenth-century Western thought.
Said originally used “Orientalism” to refer to the way
Europeans viewed “the Orient,” or Arab societies in
North Africa and the Middle East. The term caught on,
however, and is often used more broadly to refer to
Western views of non-Western peoples across the globe.

As Said demonstrated, it was almost impossible
for people in the West to look at or understand non-
Westerners without falling into some sort of Oriental-
ist stereotype. Politicians, scholarly experts, writers and
attists, and ordinary people readily adopted “us versus
them” views of foreign peoples: the West, they be-
lieved, was modern, while the non-West was primitive;
the West was white, the non-West colored; the West
Was rational, the non-West emotional; the West was
Christian, the non-West pagan or Islamic. As part of
this view of the non-West as radically “other,” Western-
ers imagined the Orient as a place of mystery and ro-
Mance, populated with exotic, dark-skinned peoples,
Where Westerners might have remarkable experiences
of foreign societies and cultures. (See “Primary Source
24.4: Orientalism in Art and Everyday Life,” page 812.)

Such views swept through North American and
European scholarship, arts, and literature in the late
nineteenth century. The emergence of ethnography
and anthropology as academic disciplines in the 1880s
were part of the process. Inspired by a new culture of
collecting, scholars and adventurers went into the field,
where they studied supposedly primitive cultures and
traded for, bought, or stole artifacts from non-Western
peoples. The results of their work were reported in sci-
entific studies, articles, and books,

and intriguing objects filled the dis-
play cases of new public museums
of ethnography and natural history.
In a slew of novels published around
1900, authors portrayed romance
and high adventure in the colonies

Orientalism A term coined
by literary scholar Edward
Said to describe the way
Westerners misunderstood
and described colonial
subjects and cultures.

and so contributed to the Oriental-

ist worldview. Artists followed suit, and dramatic
paintings of ferocious Arab warriors, Eastern slave
markets, and the sultan’s harem adorned museum walls
and wealthy middle-class patlors. Scholars, authors,
and artists were not necessarily racists or imperialists,
but they found it difficult to escape Orientalist stereo-
types. In the end they helped spread the notions of
Western superiority and justified colonial expansion.

Critics of Imperialism

The expansion of empire aroused sharp, even bitter,
critics. A forceful attack was delivered in 1902, after

8Mn




PRIMARY SOURCE 24.4

Orientalism in Art and Everyday Life

Stereotyped Western impressions of Arabs and the Islamic world became in-
creasingly popular in the West in the nineteenth century. This wave of Oriental-
ism found expression in high art, as in the renowned painting Women of Algiers
I' | | in Their Apartment (1834), by French painter Eugéne Delacroix (below). Delacroix
([ portrays three women and their African servant at rest in a harem, the segre-
I|l| 0 i gated, women-only living quarters for the wives of elite Muslim men (Islamic

‘ law allows a man to have several wives). Orientalist ideas also made their way

|‘ || I J into the fabric of everyday life, when ordinary people visited museum exhibits,
|‘ i read newspaper articles, or purchased popular colonial products like cigarettes,
'lltl ! I coffee, and chocolate. This “Official Guide” (right) to an exhibition on Cairo held
sttt in Berlin offers an exotic look at foreign Jands. Note the veiled women in the cen-
| H \1| i ter and the pyramid and desert mosque in the background.
b !

l

i —. i . .

(Private Collection/Archives Charmet/The Bridgeman Art Library)

EVALUATE THE EVIDENCE

1. What do these representations reveal
about Western fascination with Islamic
lifestyles and gender roles? How
accurate do you think they are?

2. How do images such as these portray
Arabs? How would they help spread
Orientalist stereotypes?

iy

uhily |';;i

(Louvre, Paris/Giraudon/The Bridgeman Art Library)

I|I“M the unpopular South African War, by rad ical English  quest for empire diverted popular attention away from
f'“ I | economist . A. Hobson (1858-1940) in his Imperial-  domestic reform and the need to reduce the great g2P
L ism, a work that influenced Lenin and others. Hobson between rich and poor.

‘l “u.m contended that the rush to acquire colonies was due to Like Hobson, Marxist critics offered a thorough
o the economic needs of unregulated capitalism, particu-  analysis and critique of Western imperialism. Ros&
S j:lrly the need of the rich to find outlets for their sur-  Luxemburg, a radical member of the German S0¢k

L plus capital. Yet, Hobson argued, imperial possessions ~ Democratic Party, argued that capitalism needed to €
il ‘ did not pay off economically for the entire country. pand into noncapitalist Asia and Africa to maintai®

I Only unscrupulous special-interest groups profited  high profits. The Russian Marxist and future revor”
I : : ‘ : i : - pes

' H | from them, at the expense of both European taxpayers  tionary Jeader Vladimir Lenin concluded that lmped
and the natives. Moreover, Hobson argued that the  rialism represented the “highest stage” of advanc®

|
i | ‘ 812
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- onopoly capitalism and predicted that its onset
the coming decay and collapse of capitalist
ociety: These and similar arguments were not very
ersuasives however. Most people then (and now) were
Pﬁl J on the idea that imperialism was economically
;.'mﬁ(able for the homeland, and the masses developed
4 broad and genuine enthusiasm for empire.

" Hobson and many other critics struck home, how-
ever, with cheir moral condemnation of whites impe-
rously ruling nonwhites. They rebelled against crude
Gpcial Darwinian thought. “O Fvolution, what
crimes are committed in thy name!” cried one foe.
Another sardonically coined a new beatitude: “Blessed
gre the strong, for they shall prey on the weak.”!"
Kipling and his kind were lampooned as racist bullies
whose rule rested on brutality, racial contempt, and
the Maxim machine gun. (See “Primary Source 24.5:
The Brown Man’s Burden,” page 814.) Similarly, in
1902 in Fleart of Darkness, Polish-born novelist Jo-
seph Conrad (1857-1924) castigated the “pure self-
ishness” of Europeans in supposedly civilizing Africa;
the main character, once a liberal scholar, turns into a
savage brute.

Critics charged Europeans with applying a degrad-
ing double standard and failing to live up to their own
oble ideals. At home, Europeans had won or were
\winning representative government, individual liber-
ties, and a certain equaliry of opportunity. In their em-
pires, Europeans imposed military dictatorships; forced
Afticans and Asians to work involuntarily, almost like
dlaves; and subjected them to shameless discrimina-
tion. Only by renouncing imperialism, its critics in-
sisted, and giving captive peoples the freedoms Western
society had struggled for since the French Revolution
would Europeans be worthy of their traditions. These

iitics provided colonial peoples with a Western ideol-
ogy of liberation.

! -;:gns]ed

Responding to Western
Imperialism

What was the general pattern of non-Western
responses to Western expansion?

To Africans and Asians, Western expansion represented
a profoundly disruptive assault. Everywhere it threat-
ened traditional ruling classes, local economies, and
loﬂg-standing' ways of life. Christian missionaries and
European secular ideologies challenged established be-
liefs and values. Non-Western peoples experienced a
e crisis of identity, one made all the more painful by the
power and arrogance of the white intruders.

Responding to Western Imperialism

The Pattern of Response

Generally, the initial response of African and Asian rul-
ers to aggressive Western expansion was to try to drive
the unwelcome foreigners away. This was the case in
China, Japan, and Sudan, as we have seen. Violent an-
tiforeign reactions exploded elsewhere again and again,
as in the lengthy U.S.-Indian wars, but the superior
military technology of the industrialized West almost
invariably prevailed. Beaten in battle, many Africans
and Asians concentrated on preserving their cultural
traditions at all costs. Others found themselves forced
to reconsider their initial hostility. Some (such as
Ismail of Egypt) concluded that the West was indeed
superior in some ways and that it was therefore neces-
sary to copy some European achievements, especially
if they wished to escape full-blown Western political
rule, Thus it is possible to think of responses to the
Western impact as a spectrum, with “traditionalists” at
one end, “westernizers” or “modernizers” at the other,
and many shades of opinion in between. Both before
and after European domination, the struggle among
these groups was often intense. With time, however,
the modernizers tended to gain the upper hand.

When the power of both the rraditionalists and the
modernizers was thoroughly shattered by superior
force, some Asians and Africans accepted imperial rule.
Political participation in non-Western Jands was his-
worically limited to small elites, and ordinary people
often did what their rulers told them to do. In these
circumstances Europeans, clothed in power and con-
vinced of their righteousness, tried to govern smoothly
and effectively. At times they received considerable
support from both traditionalists (local chiefs, land-
owners, religious leaders) and modernizers (Western-
educated professional classes and civil servants).

Nevertheless, imperial rule was in many ways an
imposing edifice built on sand. Support for European
rule among subjugated peoples was shallow and weak.
Colonized lands were primarily peasant societies, and
much of the burden of colonization fell on small farm-
ers who tenaciously fought for some measure of auton-
omy. When colonists demanded extra taxes or crops,
peasants played dumb and hid the extent of their har-
vest; when colonists asked for increased labor, peasants
dragged their feet. These “weapons of the weak” stopped
short of open defiance but nonetheless presented a real
challenge to Westetn rule.!! Moreover, native people
followed with greater or lesser enthusiasm the few de-
termined personalities who came to openly oppose
the Europeans. Such leaders always arose, both when
Europeans ruled directly and when they manipulated
native governments, for at least two basic reasons.

First. the nonconformists— the eventual anti-
imperialist leaders— developed a burning desire for
human dignity, economic emancipation, and political

813
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PRIMARY SOURCE 24.5

The Brown Man’s Burden

As soon as it was published, Kipling’s “The White Man’s Burden” drew mockery from anti-imperialist intellectu-
als and politicians. In 1899 British publisher and Parliament member Henry Laboucheére, known for his inflam-
matory views on any number of contemporary issues, wrote one of the most famous satires of Kipling’s poem.

Pile on the brown man'’s burden
To gratify your greed;
Go clear away the “niggers”
Who progress would impede;
Be very stern, for truly
'Tis useless to be mild
With new-caught, sullen peoples,
Half devil and half child.

Pile on the brown man’s burden;
And if ye rouse his hate,
Meet his old-fashioned reasons
With Maxims up to date.
With shells and dumdum bullets
A hundred times made plain
The brown man’s loss must ever
Imply the white man’s gain.

Pile on the brown man’s burden,
Compel him to be free;
Let all your manifestoes
Reek with philanthropy.
And if with heathen folly
He dares your will dispute,
Then in the name of freedom
Don't hesitate to shoot.

Pile on the brown man’s burden,
And if his cry be sore,

That surely need not irk you —
Ye've driven slaves before.

Seize on his ports and pastures,
The fields his people tread;

Go make from them your living,
And mark them with his dead.

Pile on the brown man’s burden,
Nor do not deem it hard
If you should earn the rancor
Of these ye yearn to guard,
The screaming of your eagle
Will drown the victim's sob—
Go on through fire and slaughter,
There’s dollars in the job.

Pile on the brown man'’s burden,
And through the world proclaim
That ye are freedom's agent —
There’s no more paying game!
And should your own past history
Straight in your teeth be thrown,
Retort that independence
Is good for whites alone.

Pile on the brown man’s burden,
With equity have done;
Weak, antiquated scruples

Their squeamish course have run,

And though 'tis freedom’s banney
You're waving in the van,

Reserve for home consumption
The sacred “rights of man”

And if by chance ye falter,
Or lag along the course,
If, as the blood flows freely,
Ye feel some slight remorse,
Hie ye to Rudyard Kipling,
Imperialism'’s prop,
And bid him, for your comfort,
Turn on his jingo stop.

EVALUATE THE EVIDENCE

1. What means does Labouchére use
to mock Kipling’s poem?

2. What, according to Labouchere,
drives the imperial project? Does
Kipling or Labouchére make the
better case for the causes and
effects of Western imperialism?
Why?

Source: Reprinted in “The White Man's Versus the

Brown Man's Burden,” The Literary Digest, vol. 18, 1|
8 (New York: Funk and Wagnatls, 1899), p. 219.

independence, all incompatible with foreign rule. Sec-
ond, and somewhat ironically, potential leaders found
in the Western world the ideologies underlying and
justifying their protest. They discovered liberalism,
with its credos of civil liberties and political self-
determination. They echoed the demands of anti-
imperialists in Europe and America that the West live
up to its own ideals. Above all, they found themselves
attracted to nationalism, which asserted that every
people had the right to control its own destiny. After
1917 anti-imperialist revolt would find another Euro-
pean-made weapon in Lenin’s version of Marxist so-
cialism. Thus the anti-imperialist search for dignity
drew strength from Western thought and culture, as
is particularly apparent in the development of three
major Asian countries— India, Japan, and China.

Empire in India

India was the jewel of the British Empire, and no colo-
nial area experienced a more profound British impact:
Unlike Japan and China, which maintained a real i
precarious independence, and unlike African terfito=
ries, which Europeans annexed only at the end of the
nineteenth century, India was ruled more or less abso-
lutely by Britain for a very long time. !
Arriving in India on the heels of the Portuguese !
the seventeenth century, the British East India Com®
pany had conquered the last independent native stat®
by 1848. The last “traditional” response to Europeal
rule—an attempt by the indigenous ruling classes 1@
drive the invaders out by military force—was brokef
in India in 1857 and 1858. Those were the years of the
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was educating some elite Hindu
women who took up the cause of re-
form.

j With British men and women
/\,_l sharing a sense of mission as well as
., strong feelings of racial and cultural
—\ superiority, the British acted energet-
ically and introduced many desirable
changes to India. Realizing that they
needed well-educated Indians to
serve as skilled subordinates in both
the government and the army, the
British established a modern system

Great Rebellion (which the British
lleda “mutiny”), an insurrection by
uslim and Hindu mercenaries in
ihe British army that spread through- .
Ut northern and central India before
was finally crushed, primarily by
Joyal native troops from southern In-
dia. Britain then ruled India directly
yntil  Indian independence  was
génincd in 1947.
* [ndia was ruled by the British Par-
Jjament in London and administered

The Great Rebellion,
1857-1858 e

e

by a tinys all-white civil service in In-
dia. In 1900 this elite consisted of  Arabign
fewer than 3,500 top officials, who Sea °
controlled a population of 300 mil-
Jlion. The white elite, backed by white
officers and native troops, was com-
petent and generally well disposed
wward the welfare of the Indian
peasant masses. Yet it practiced strict job discrimina-
rion and social segregation, and most of its members
quite frankly considered what they saw as the jumble
of Indian peoples and castes to be racially inferior. As
Tord Kitchener, one of the most distinguished top
military commanders in India, stated:

[ Area of rebellion
[ Neutral states

It is this consciousness of the inherent superiority of
the European which has won for us India. However
well educated and clever a native may be, and how-
ever brave he may prove himself, I believe that no
rank we can bestow on him would cause him to be
considered an equal of the British officer."?

British women played an important part in the im-
perial enterprise, especially after the opening of the
Suez Canal in 1869 made it much easier for civil ser-
vants and businessmen to bring their wives and chil-
dren with them to India. These British families tended
to live in their own separate communities, where they
occupied large houses with well-shaded porches, hand-
some lawns, and a multitude of servants. It was the
wife’s responsibility to manage this complex house-
hold, Many officials’ wives learned to relish their du-
ties, and they directed their houscholds and servants
with the same self-confident authoritarianism that
characterized their husbands’ political rule.

A small minority of British women—many of
them feminists, social reformers, or missionaries, both
Married and single—sought to go further and shoul-
der what one historian has called the “white women’s
_bllrden” in India.!®> These women tried especially to
Improve the lives of Indian women, both Hindu and
Muslim, promoting education and legislation to move
them closer to the better conditions they believed

estern women had attained. Their greatest success

of secondary education, with all
instruction in English. Thus some
' Indians gained excellent opportunities
t_ for economic and social advance-
ment. High-caste Hindus, particularly
quick to respond, emerged as skillful
intermediaries between the British
rulers and the Indian people, and soon they formed a
new elite profoundly influenced by Western thought
and culture.

This new native elite joined
British officials and businessmen
to promote modern economic
development, a second result of
British rule. Examples included
constructing irrigation projects
for agriculture, building the
world’s third-largest railroad net-
work for good communications, and forming large tea
and jute plantations geared to the world economy. Un-
fortunately, the lot of the Indian masses improved
little, for the profits from the increase in production
went to native and British elites.

Finally, with a well-educated, English-speaking In-
dian bureaucracy and steps toward economic devel-
opment, the British created a unified, powerful state.
They placed under the same system of law and admin-
istration the different Hindu and Muslim peoples
and the vanquished kingdoms of the entire subconti-
nent— groups that had fought each other for centuries
and had been repeatedly conquered by Muslim and
Mongol invaders. It was as if Europe, with its many
states and varieties of Christianity, had been conquered
and united in a single great empire.

Despite these achievements, the decisive reaction to
European rule was the rise of nationalism among the
Indian elite. No matter how anglicized and necessary a
member of the educated classes became, he or she
could never become the white ruler’s equal. The top
jobs, the best clubs, the modern hotels, and even cer-
tain railroad compartments were off limits to brown-
skinned Indians. The peasant masses might accept such
inequality as the latest version of age-old oppression,

Great Rebellion The 1857
and 1858 insurrection by
Muslim and Hindu
mercenaries in the British

| army that spread throughout
| northern and central India
before finally being crushed.
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but the well-educated, English-speaking elite eventu-
ally could not. For them, racial discrimination meant
injured pride and bitter injustice. It flagrantly con-
tradicted the cherished Western concepts of human
rights and equality that they had learned about in West-
ern schools. Moreover, it was based on dictatorship, no
matter how benign.

By 1885, when educated Indians came together to
found the predominanty Hindu Indian National
Congress, demands were increasing for the equality
and self-government that Britain had already granted
white-settler colonies, such as Canada and Australia.
By 1907, emboldened in part by Japan’s success (see the
next section), a radical faction in the Indian National
Congress called for Indian independence. Although
there were sharp divisions be-
tween Hindus and Muslims on
what shape the Indian future
should take, among other issues,
Indians were finding an answer to
the foreign challenge. The com-
mon heritage of British rule and
Western ideals, along with the reform and revitaliza-
tion of the Hindu religion, had created a genuine
movement for national independence.

Meiji Restoration The
restoration of the Japanese
emperor to power in 1867,
leading to the subsequent
modernization of Japan.

The Example of Japan

When Commodore Matthew Perry arrived in Tokyo
in 1853 with his crude but effective gunboat diplo-
macy, Japan was a complex feudal society. At the top
stood a figurehead emperor, but real power was in the
hands of a hereditary military governor, the shogun.

1815"’1' 4

Domestic Complexitieg in

Imperial India  |n thjg 1896
photograph a group of By
colonials in India enjoys tey |
outdoors, waited on by thejt
native servants. The Britjgh,

woman at the center regts her
feet on a tiger-skin ruganq
holds a tiger cub on her lap,
Such scenes, which mingled
familiar Western habits wityy
unfamiliar and hybrid Customs,
and which entangled Western
colonists and indigenous

peoples, were commonplace

Europe’s colonies. (Time Life
Pictures/Getty Images)

With the help of a warrior nobility known as samurai,,
the shogun governed a country of hard-working, plo-
ductive peasants and city dwellers. The intensely proud:
samurai were humiliated by the sudden American in-
trusion and the unequal treaties with Western coun-
tries that followed.

When foreign diplomats and merchants began ta
settle in Yokohama, radical samurai reacted with a wave
of antiforeign terrorism and antigovernment assassina-
tions that lasted from 1858 to 1863. In response, an
allied fleet of American, British, Dutch, and French
warships demolished key forts, further weakening the
power and prestige of the shogun’s government. Then
in 1867 a coalition led by patriotic samurai seized con=
trol of the government with hardly any bloodshed
and restored the political power of the emperor in the
Meiji Restoration, a great turning point in Japanese
history.

The immediate goal of the new government Was:
to meet the foreign threat. The battle cry of the Meiji
(MAY-jee) reformers was “Enrich the state and
strengthen the armed forces.” Yet how were these rasks
to be accomplished? In a remarkable about-face, the
leaders of Meiji Japan dropped their antiforeign attacks:
Convinced that Western civilization was indeed supe:
rior in its military and industrial aspects, they initiate®
a series of measures to reform Japan along moderf
lines. In the broadest sense, the Meiji leaders tried ©
harness Western industrialization and political reform
to protect their country and catch up with Europe:

In 1871 the new leaders abolished the old feudal
structure of aristocratic, decentralized government a
formed a strong unified state. Following the example
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ench Revolution, they dismantled the four-
Bise legal system and declared social equality. They
ecreed (reedom of movement in a country where trav-
Jbroad had been a serious crime. They created a
et competitive, govcrnmenr-stinmlated economy.
g‘-pan began to build railroads and modern factorics.
e new generation adopted many principles of a free,

' ciety, and, as in Europe, the resulting freedom

{fiperal so
esilted in 2 remendously creative release of human

f the I

energy-

: é\g the overtiding concern of Japan’s political leader-
dhiip was always to maintain a powerful state and a
Song military. (See “Primary Source 24.1: Lin Zexu
"~ { Yamagata Aritomo on Western Imperialism,” page
4) State leaders created 2 powetful modern navy and
completely reorganized the army along European lines,
ifprlnili.g a pru(‘lcssional officer corps and requiring three
ears of military service of all males. This army of draft-
ees effectively put down disturbances in the country-
side, and in 1877 it crushed a major rebellion by feudal
elements protesting the loss of their privileges. [n addi-
fion, Japan skillfully adapted the West's science and
technology, particularly in industry, medicine, and edu-
cation, and many Japanese studied abroad. The govern-
ment paid large salaries to attract foreign experts, who
were replaced by trained Japanese as soon as possible.

By 1890, when the new state was firmly established,
the wholesale borrowing of the early restoration had
given way to a more selective emphasis on those things
foreign that were in keeping with Japanese tradition.
Tollowing the model of the German Empire, Japan es-
wblished an authoritarian constitution and rejected
democracy. The power of the emperor and his minis-
ters was vast, that of the legislature limited.

Japan also successfully copied the imperialism of
Western society. Expansion proved that Japan was
strong and cemented the nation together in a great
mission. Having “opened” Korea with its own gunboat
diplomacy in 1876, Japan decisively defeated China in
awar over Korea in 1894 and 1895 and took Formosa
(modern-day Taiwan). In the next years, Japan com-
peted aggressively with European powers for influence
and territory in China, particularly in Manchuria,
where Japanese and Russian imperialism collided. In
1904 Japan attacked Russia without warning. After a
El_::loc:dy war, Japan emerged with a valuable foothold in
'.Chinn, Russia’s former protectorate over Port Arthur
(see Map 24.3). By 1910, with the annexation of Ko-
tea, Japan had become a major im perialist power.

Japan became the first non-Western country to use
an ancient love of country to transform itself and
thereby meet the many-sided challenge of Western ex-
Pansion. Moreover, Japan demonstrated convincingly
that a modern Asian nation could defeat and humble a
grear Western power. Japan's achievement fascinated
many Chinese and Vietnamese nationalists and pro-
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japan’s Modernized Army A set of woodblock prints depicting the
new sights of Tokyo included this illustration of a military parade
ground. The soldiers’ brightly colored Western-style uniforms undoubt-
edly helped make this a sight worth seeing. (Laurie Platt Winfrey, Inc./The
Granger Collection, New York) '

vided patriots throughout Asia and Africa with an in-
spiring example of national recovery and liberation.

Toward Revolution in China

In 1860 the two-hundred-year-old Qing Dynasty in
China appeared on the verge of collapse. Efforts to re-
pel foreigners had failed, and rebellion and chaos
wracked the country. Yet the government drew on its
traditional strengths and made a surprising comeback
that lasted more than thirty years.

Two factors were crucial in this reversal. First, the
rraditional ruling groups temporarily produced new
and effective leadership. Loyal scholar-statesmen and
generals quelled distu rhances such as the great Tai Ping
rebellion. ‘The remarkable empress dowager Tzu Hsi
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(tsoo shee) governed in the name of her young son, The parallel movement toward domestic

combining shrewd insight with vigorous action to revi-  and limited cooperation with the West collapse( unj .
talize the bureaucracy. the blows of Japanese imperialism. The Sing. jafian' e
Second, destructive foreign aggression lessened, for ~ War of 1894 to 1895 and the subsequent hargly pe

the Europeans had obrained their primary goal of  treaty revealed China’s helplessness in the face of 4
establishing  commercial and diplomatic relations.  gression, triggering a rush by foreign powers for cﬂnc'

A Indeed, some Europeans contrib-
i ||" i hund.red days of reform uted to the dynasty’s recovery. A
e A series of Western-style talented Irishman effectively re-
“ll“l " reforms launched in 1898 organized China’s customs office,
m"” H by the Chinese government increasing government tax receipts,
i
el

sions and protectorates. At the high point of thig .o
in 1898, it appeared that the European powers f'mg
actually divide China among themselves, as they
recently divided Africa. Probably only the jealousy
nation felt toward its imperialist competitors sav
China from partition. In any event, the tempo of fon.
cign encroachment greatly accelerated after 1894,

China’s precarious position after the war with Japan
led to a renewed drive for fundamental reforms, [ ij.

inan attempt to meet the and a sympathetic American diplo-
foreign challenge. mat represented China in foreign
|l|l |||]Im
[
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lands, helping to strengthen the
(
l |
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Chinese government. Such efforts dovetailed with the
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dynasty’s efforts to adopt some aspects of Western gov-
ernment and technology while maintaining traditional
Chinese values and beliefs.

EVENEMENTS DE CIHINE

Massacre dans Peglise de Moukden en Mandehowsie

the leaders of the Meiji Restoration, some moder
ers saw salvation in Western institutions. In 1898 they
convinced the young emperor to launch a desperae.
hundred days of reform in an attempy .ré
meet the foreign challenge. More radical e
formers, such as the revolutionary Sun Yatsen
(1866-1925), who came from the peasantr’j}
and was educated in Hawaii by Christian mis-
sionaries, sought to overthrow the dynasty al-
together and establish a republic.

'The efforts at radical reform by the young
emperor and his allies threatened the Qing es-
tablishment and the empress dowager Tz
Hsi, who had dominated the court for a quar-
ter of a century. In a palace coup, she and her
supporters imprisoned the emperor, rejected
the reform movement, and put reactionary of-
ficials in charge. Hope for reform from above
was crushed.

A violent antiforeign reaction swept the
country, encouraged by the Qing court and
led by a secret society that foreigners called:
the Boxers. The conservative, patriotic Boxers:
blamed China’s ills on foreigners, charging
foreign missionaries with undermining Chi=
nese reverence for their ancestors and thereby
threatening the Chinese family and the soci=
ety as a whole. In the agony of defeat and un-

Demonizing the Boxer Rebelijon  The Sunday
supplement to Le Petit Parisien, a popular French
newspaper, ran a series of gruesome front-pagé
pictures of ferocious Boxers burning buildings
murdering priests, and slaughtering Chinese

Christians. In this 1910 illustration, Boxer rebels
invade a church in Mukden, Manchuria, and
massacre the Christian worshippers. Whipping UP
European outrage about native atrocities was @

prelude to harsh reprisals by the Western power:
{Mary Evans Picture Library)
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- ed reforms, the Boxers and other secret societies
i ok out at their enemies. In northeastern China,

chan two hundred foreign missionaries and sev-
thousand Chinese Christians were killed, prompt-
* threats and demands from Western governments.
e empress dowager answered by declaring war, hop-
- chat the Boxers might relieve the foreign pressure

the government.
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The imperialist response was swift and harsh. After
Boxers besieged the embassy quarter in Beijing,
foreign governments organized an international force
enty thousand soldiers to rescue their diplomats
dpunish China. Western armies defeated the Boxers
d occupied and plundered Beijing. In 1901 China
s forced to accept a long list of penalties, including
cavy financial indemnity payable over forty years.
The years after this heavy defeat were ever more
roubled. Anarchy and foreign influence spread as the
wer and prestige of the Qing Dynasty declined still
further. Antiforeign, antigovernment revolutionary
oUpS agitated and plotted. Finally, in 1912 a spon-
eotis uprising toppled the Qing Dynasty. After thou-
s of years of emperors, a loose coalition of
wolutionaries proclaimed a Western-style republic and
ed for an elected parliament. The transformation of
China under the impact of expanding Western society
\entered a new phase, and the end was not in sight.

LOOKING BACK
LOOKING AHEAD

beginning about 1850 were undeniable, and it was ge
‘Would continue. There had also been progtess in the p

apoleon’s defeat in 1815. Only the brief, limited war.
In the global arena, peace was much more elusive. I

g?"tﬂund the world. Although criticized by some intellec

Other in Europe, especially after 1875.
This was a dangerous development. Easy imperialist

"?'Idiﬂg the world, the leading European states were a

Superabundance of nationalistic fervor, patriotic sacrifi

-
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In the early twentieth century, educated
Europeans had good reason to believe that
they were living in an age of progress. The

longoing triumphs of industry and science and the steady improvements in the standard of living

nerally assumed that these favorable trends
olitical realm. The bitter class conflicts that

‘ulminaed in the bloody civil strife of 1848 had given way in most European countries to stable
5Ii_'l'ati0n-st;1tes with elected legislative bodies that reflected the general population, responded to real
E‘Oblems. and enjoyed popular support. Moreover, there had been no general European war since

s connected with German and Italian unifi-

(Cation at midcentury had broken the peace in the European heartland.

n the name of imperialism, Europeans (and

North Americans) used war and the threat of war to open markets and punish foreign governments

tuals and leftists such as J. A. Hobson, these

'HE reign campaigns resonated with European citizens and stimulated popular nationalism. Like fans
f‘}n asports bar, the peoples of Europe followed their colonial teams and cheered them on to victo-
fies that were almost certain. Thus imperialism and nationalism reinforced and strengthened each

victories over weak states and poorly armed

Non-Western peoples encouraged excessive pride and led Europeans to underestimate the fragility
of their accomplishments as well as the murderous power of their weaponry. Imperialism also made
Nationalism more aggressive and militaristic. At the same time that European imperialism was di-

lso dividing themselves into two opposing

:militalry alliances. Thus when the two armed camps stumbled into war in 1914, there would be a

ce, and military destruction.
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Cecil Rhodes
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What does the life of Cecil Rhodes suggest about the “great man” theory of
history that was popular during this period?

You encountered Cecil Rhodes’s story on page 806. Keeping the question above in mind, go to the
Integrated Media and examine a variety of perspectives on Rhodes’s legacy. Then complete a writing
assignment based on the evidence and details from this chapter.
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