The Cold War
A Review of the key events 1944 - 1991



What was it all about? ’

* Wags the conflick inevikdble or was ik dccidental?

* How far back in hiskory does US — USSR competition 90°?

e How did warkime dllies come ko be in conflick wikh edch okher?
* Who was ko blame for the Cold War?

* Wds ik redlly dbout cgpikdlism vs. communisim®? Democrdey vs.
Tokdlikarianism? Freedom vs. 3overnment imposed slqverxy?

* How did inl—,euigenh people repeqeedlsg bring the world ko the brink
of nuclear annihilgeion?

* Whdk does the Phrase "cold war" even megn?



War Time Allies — Post War Enemies

* Ak the skark of WWII both the US and USSR were on the
sidelines — bokh were brought N0 khe wdr vig dekdcks from Axis
powers

* Both were drawn into Europedn affairs and de the conclusion of
WWII were left gs the kwo Skrongest. powers on the 9!0be —
both shdring the spoils of vickory in both Europe dand Asig

* In the power vacuum cregeed by WWIL in Europe bokh ndeions
begcm ko reshdpe Europe in kheir imqge




ldeological Ditferences

USA & kthe West USSR & khe Egskern Bloc
—Mulkijpdrey democraey —Single parky democracy
—Capitdlist economy —Planned (skgee conkrolled)
—Individudlism ey

—olleckivism



Yalta Conference (Feb 1945)

* The War in Europe wds quickly coming ko an end — ik was only a maeker
of time before Germany was defedeed

e The Following ikems were qgreed upon:

Agreement thae Germany should be joinkly occupied by the US, UK, France dand
USSR ‘ | |

Only uncondiciondl surrender would be dccepeed (khe US still fedred thde the
USSR would kry £o cuk g sepdraee pedce dedl with Germany)

USSR ko declare wdr on Japdn 3 monkhs dfeer V-E day (secrek)
Setkled the post-wdar Polish border issue (nexe slide)

Areds dken by Germany prior o and during the wdr were £o be restored ds
independent. Naeions

German qudership LO be Put on trigl for "War Crimes'
The USSR dgreed ko join the United Ndkions



The United Nations (UN)

Credeed in 1945 Lo repldce the Le.dgue
Ngeions

Run by two main groups:

— The Securiey Council (US, UK, USSR,
Ching and Hance)

— The General Assembly (dll member ndeions)

The purpose was o mainkdin world pedce, uphold interngeiondl law,
ddvance human righhs and freedoms, and poromoke democrdcy

Headquartered in New York Ciky



“Spheres of Influence” vs “Self Determination”

A misunderst—,qndmg among the Allies?

* Stdlin operdeing under khe "spheres of influence’ dpprodch —
both Russiq dng the Wesk hdve conkrol over the region they

Occupy

* The US dnd the Weskt operdeing under the "self -
determingeion” doprogch — both sides will allow a mulkiparey
democrdcy £o determine the fdee of the ngeions of Europé



* Whde should hdppen ko Poland afeer WWIL?

— Issue discussed dnd dgreed upon de Yalka

* Polish borders expanded Weskwdrd £o include former German
Terricory

* A section of Egstern Poland wds ko be given ko Russid
* Free eleckions were ko be held

* Polish borders were chdnged, but the free elections never
hdppened — khe Polish Government wds one of the USSR'S
cho0sINg



Europe in 1945

i & ’l f.iu.'ri:.l'
X3 © Fos T B

ey I A 1t oy ot

..'! Litheania ‘)"
ety 7

(«—A\ % : !.)ISQVSR'_

- —

LS5

iF 3
AUSTRIA | A
& £ HUNGARY B

—-= Germany in 1537

Germany and &ustria, 1945

LUSSRin 1939

Areas annexed by USSR, 1935—45
Communist states under Sovi=l contral

Yugos avia, indepeadent cormnunist state

ron Curtain, 1949

v = =iy o

S ROMANIA iy o b o T
Ve : =3 ety
T i B
117 — ¥
S s
52 BULGARIA SO % 2
C — K&E l/'
7 z o km 50t
"< % —— ¢ i | 1 1 ]




Potsdam Conference (August 1945)

* 2 of the Big 3 Repldced (Churchill 2 Aklee, FDR = Truman)

* Trumadn's announcement of the gcomic bomb wds Nok news ko
Skdlin since he had been spying on the US Ehroughouk the
war and dlready knew dbout ik

* The Potsdam conference didn'e do koo much, buk ik did
reconfirm the imporeant ideds of Ydlea (including Polish free
Elections (which g5 previously mentioned, never happened)



The “lron Curtain” Speech

*  Winskon Churchill famously “fired the firsk shoks™ of khe
cold War in d speech in Fulkon, Missouri now known ds the
"Tron Curkain” speech

e TIn khis speech he talked dbouk an ‘iron curkain’ deScending
dcross Europe with the "free peoples’ Iiving wesk of the
curedin ang khe oppressed people of Eumpe“ Iivmg In the Egsk

e Fegr of Russig in Particular and communism in 9eneral grew in the Wesk and

in the US reqched iks height wikh Joe McCarehy and the so-cdlled "Req Scare’
of the 1950's




Kennan and “The Long Telegram” (1946/47)

* Writken by George Kenngn — dn imporkank American diplomae
who serveq in RGssid during WWII

* Mgjor ideds in the kelegram:

— Russiq views cgpikdlism ds oncgy Wanking one thing, everg?t—,hing.
Becduse of this capitdlism dnd commuriism dare perpetudlly de war
wikh edch okher ‘

— Russia will pever agree LO cooperquon wikh cqpi&;qlis(-, Ngeions

— The khrede communism poses is redl dnd needs ko be confronked
with viq diplomatic firmness and long term pressure (eveneudlly
cdlled "CONTAINMENT") '

— Given time, dnd by setking q posikive exdmple in the US and the
West, Russid will collgpse™due ko inkerndl instabiliey



The First Tests of the Cold War — Iran, Turkey and Greece

* Iran — duriﬂg the War the USSR and UK divided Iran for war kime purposes
dnd were Lo leqve when the wdr ended
— The UK honoreq this agreement and also gdineq decess ko Iranian oil
— The USSR diso wanked decess ko Iranian oil, bue when denied they refused ko leqve
Northern Irdn
. Turkeg — the USSR pressured Turkey inko 9ivin3 ik Sole qccess Lo severdl
pores qlon9 the Skraights ko dlilow ik dccess Lo the Medikerranean dng iks
long desired ‘warm waker port’
— Soviet qceess denied dand prevented by the UK, US and UN
* Greece — and civil war bekween communist and non-communist forces; the UK

and laeer the US senk milikary did to help the non-communists win the wdr;
Greece wds shakkered by khe conflice
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e lruman Doctrine

* A shift in policy from isoldeionism eo
one of ‘sygporeing] free peoples who
are resisting geLempeeq subjugation by
armeq minorities or by outsige pressures’

* Speciticdlly doplied ko Greece and Turkey i
following England's decldrakion khde they didn'e s
have the resources o ddequdeely supjort these naeions

* Viewed by many ds khe skark of the Cold Wadr

* Commitked the US O massive incredses in milikdry ang
Foreign did spending for decades




The Marshall Plan (1947 —1952)
tollowing WWIL ik was cledr thae Europe wds m

FOR EUROPEAN RECOVERY

Verse O q Fu“ ch‘e economic me‘k;—down UNITEDSTATE;OFAMERICA
The fedr was khde communism could enqulf l I I I I '
dll of Europe given the desperdee circumskdnces

In particular, France and Iealy had large and popular communise
pareies |

The god of the plan was ko provide massive financial aid o rebuild
Europe and credee induskridlly Skrong dllies £o skand up ko Russidg
There wds signiﬁcan. politicdl wrangling £o both offer did Lo Russig
and ensure they would kurn ik down



Drorumemes Reniths ftaos The FPFhosnis CGazsstts, NEA
“HMe's finally metting the hang of it.™




“It’s The Same Thing Without Mechanical Problems®
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COMECON  (1949)

e Stood for the “Council for Mutual Economic

Assistance”’

e [his was the belated Soviet response 1o the Marshall

Plcm Jto aive economic o,'Ld Jto Eas’cem bloc naﬁons

o Member sto,ers Jtraded resources. Ln’tellecjfuol DFODQFJEU\ cmd
oenero,llu Coordlnajced thelr economies Jfo SU.DDOFJE each

other



The Berlin Blockade and Airlift  (1948-49)

o The first true standoff between the USSR dnd the US

* The USSR blocks off dccess ko Weskern Berlin following g
decision by the ENgland, krance and the US ko replace
Weskern qermanys currency with d new one

* For over g yedr the US flew in everything the weskern half
of the ciky needed — up o 5000 tons of supplies a day

* The USSR evenkudlly dgrees to lifking the blockade in May
of 1949 gfter ik was obvious thdk the US could go on
supplying Wesk Berlin indefinicely

e The cosk of the airlife was over $2 billion dollars



East and West Germany -- the New Status Quo

e Desnite earlier aoreemenjcs to reunite Germanu. the efforts stalled

e The Berlin Blockade escalated the division of Germanu into East and West
West (Germanu

e The Western section had its canital in Bonn. was democratic and friendlu

with the West
o Eventuallu icined with NATO ( Mau 1955)
Fast Germanu |

 Sinale partu state led bu the Communist partu with o centrallu planned
economu

e The Soviet Union keot a larae militaru force in East Germanu which helped
repress dissent



Russia Joins the Nuclear Club

> AU.CIU.S'IZ 19"'9 RLLSSi.O. exolodes Q nuclear bomb
> /A\ number O'F I'I,U,CI.GO.F SGCFG'IZS were objco,'med From Jche US O.I'ld UK bU

esbionage
° Creajced concern in the Wesjc since Jcheu belleved Jcheu’ d have Q monooolu on
nuclear power F or o.nojcher 6 8 uears

2 BU Jche GO.I“', 1960’ S nuclear weabons GXCGQC{GCI, SO meoajcons O'F GXDI.OSLVG

power (1OX Jthe QXDI.OSI.VQ power O'F Cl“. 'H'Le convenhono.l bombs U.SGCI, in O.“, O'F

WWII combined)

. EOFI.U nu|ees were bombs 'H’IO,'IZ I’IO.C{ 'IZO be ﬂown cmd dFODDGCI.\ I.O,'IZGF FOCbe'IZFU
technoloau enabled them 1o be



NATO and the Warsaw Pact

o After the Berlin blockade the United States led the wau towards
its first peacetime militaru alliance in its historu — NATQ ( North

Atlantic Treatu Oroanlza’clon)
e [wo other alliances CENTQ and SEATQO ( in the Middle East and

Asia resoec’clvelu) soon followed to help with the idea of

“CONTAINMENT 7 of Russia.
e In 1900 NATO decided to rearm and admit West Germanu as a.

new member state — The USSR responded bu formina its own

militaru alliance known as the WARSAW PACT
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Hiroshima

Bunker Buster

Tzar Bomba
(Soviet)

Illustration From October 2002
Issue of “"Popular Mechanics” (pg. 69)




Warheads Per
Nation by Year

USSR / Russia

United States / /\\/\
/

5
5 2000 200
5 1990 199

1 960 1965 1970 1975 1980 198

1955 1

1945 1950
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ina (Goes Communist

A cvil war between the Communisks (led by Mqo)
and naeiondlisks (led by Chiang Kai-shek) began in
1927 and ended in 1349 with g communist vickory

The communisks were vickorious despike d lack of
support from Russig

The nakionglists were d WWIL Ally and were an imporeant uqde
pdrener of the United Skdees

The communist vickory expanded the Cold Wdr o Asid dnd shocked
the West




The Korean Conflict

e Japan had controlled the Korean peninsula until the end of WWII
e In 1940 the USSR and US divided the peninsula at the 38" Parallel ( a line

of laﬁfude) without anu consultation of the Koreans
e The plan ( as discussed at Potsdam and aaain at the Moscow Conf erence)

was 1o restore a united Korea O uears from the end of WWII
e The Northern half had a Communist installed aovernment: the South was

aoverned bu a US sponsored militaru dictator ( Rhee)

o In Mau of 1948 the US and UN sponsored elections in the South. — their

intention was to have them held nationwide. but the Soviet backed leader in
the North (Klm Il—suno) refused 1o allow the North to participate

2 BO'H’\ oovemmenjcs (NOF'H’\. and SOU.'H’I) chmeed JEO reun'LJce O.I.I. O'F KOFGO. under

Jthelr own rule



Khabarovsk

Baikal

ASIA IN THE | e

N

Sea of

1950’s »= )

yongyang Yol
.

Demarcation
Line

aipei

o TP
=

b

Taiwan

Philippine

Sea

SPRATLY! 1 ¢
ISLANDS, 1 ~

Sulu Sea g8
o Chi Minh




The Korean War Begins ’

« The North claims the South crossed the 38" parallel first
the South saus it was the other wau around

e Fither wau. on June 20™. 1990 there was war in Korea

e The US had previouslu not included South Korea in

SJ[FO.'IZGOI.C DI,O.I'LS in EO,S'IZ ASLO. bU.'II once war came I.'IZ was

dear that a South Korea that was friendlu fo the US and ¥ """ y’

JO.DO.H. was VI,'IZO.I. 'I:O U,S LFL'I:GFGS{S cmd SGCU.FI.'IZU ln the reaion

e In the UN a resolution was passed condemnina North Korean aaaression. ( the USSR
didn’ 1 veto because theu were boucottina the meetinas since Communist Chlnq was

not included on the Securitu Councll)
e The US was able to rapidlu move trooos to South Korea. under the UN banner. since

Jchere was Sﬁ“ Q [O.FC]Q 'FOFCQ in JO.DO.H. (under the Command OF GGI’\.GI"O.I. DOU.GI.CLS

MacArthur)




The Korean War e

" Novermnber 1950 - July 1953




e Korea is an examole of whajc miaht be termed a “limited war”” from

the US perspective since the obiective was somewhat limited and all
potential weapons were not used

» Korea was divided alona the 38" parallel and talks between North

KOFGO.. SOU.'H’I KOF@O.. Jche US and Chlna were encouraoed {O COﬂ.'Ifi.I'l.U.e

o Th@ war ended l.Ul.'IZhOU.'II anu Formal peace 'ITQO.'I:U (onlu an

O.l‘m.I.SJCI.CG) and since Hwen Jchere hO.VQ been S@V@FO.I. O.C'IZS O'F Qqaaression

CO.le.ed OU.'IZ bU Jche NOF"H’I 0.00.LFIS'IZ SOU.'H’I KOF@O.

£ The demLI.L'IZO.FLZQd Zone (DMZ) COF\.{LFLU.QS *O SQDO.FO.'IZG Jche JEUJO najclons

and tensions between the two nations continue to this dau



e In What waus- was the Korean war a more limited war than

World War 117

e “[hereis no such thina as a limited war”. To what

extent do uou aaree with this statement.



Cold War — Post Korea and into 1960’s

S'IZO.I.LFI. dl.ed ln

a “destaliniza;

953 — replaced bu Nikita Khrushchev who embarked on
on effort” 1o improve the vibe inside Russia/ The East

» [n1907/ the U

SSR launched SPU TNIK the first satellite — the arms

race accelerated into the 19607 s culminatina with the US moon

landina in 1969
« CUBA - in 1959 Fidel Castro overjchrows the Cuban dictator

Batista.. Cuba

qums Communlsjc

e Bu the earlu 19607 s Communism appeared to be on the rise — in Cuba

the US would launch a failed invasion. and the US also launched a
war effort in Vietnam that culminated in US defeat in (o7&



s and Cuban Missile Crisis

-

Bay of Pi

* [ollowina the Communlsjt takeover of Cuba the US backed an

attemot to overthrow Castro — this invasion was known as the

“Bau of Pias”

— The aHemDJced invasion was aQ comolejce dlso.sjcer

e Castro turns to the USSR 1o auarantee Cuban securitu — Russia

reluctantlu aarees to secretlu install nukes in Cuba

e [he US discovers the nukes — the Cuban Missile Crisis ensues: in

FQJ[FOSDQC'IZ l'l: Wwas Jthe CI.OSQS{ Jthe U,S cmd U,SSR UJOU.I.d come 'I:O

olobal thermonuclear elp
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The United States and the Vietnam War

 French kicked out of Vietnam in 1954 — Communists under Ho Chi Minh take over in
the North: in the South various dictators took over with control of US/West

e Earlu 19607 s — Viethamese communists exoand control in the South: the US escalates

'LJts suooorjt Jto an 'anreaslnolu unoooular soujthem aovernmenjt

o 1964 — The Gulf of Tonkin “Incident” takes place — the US bedins escalatina the
conflict in Vietnam

e Bu 1968 the US has massive numbers of trooos in South Vietnam. and is bombina the
North. but the effort to prop uo the Southern aovernment is aoina badlu
e Bul19/3 the US uwithdraws bu “Vietnamizina” the war — turnina it over to the Sou’chem

OOV@FRI’T\.@I’I{.

o 1975 — The North comoletes their conauest of the South — all Vietnam untied under

Communlsjf rule



TABLE 14 -COMPARATIVE MILITARY CASUALTY FIGURES
Killed in Action  Wounded in Action
U.S. RVNAF U.S. RVNAF

Year

223 2,788
11 00 2 5449
31 457 a1 719
78 2,66. 218 11488

522 17,017
3308 23,118

16,526 20975
32370 29 448
46,797 70,696
32940 65,276
15,211 71,582
4767 60,939
587 109,960

24 131,956

153,513




US Troop

Levels in

Vietnam

20 Jan 69

1963

1964

1965

1966

1967

1968 1969

1970

1971 72




The CW and the 1970’s -- Detente

e With the war in Vietnam windina down and the fears of the Cuban Missile

Crisis loomina. the US and USSR moved towards “Détente” — a live and let

li.ve relaxo,ﬁon of Jtenslons

o This lasted until 1979 when the USSR invaded Afahanistan renewina

Jcenslorvs

 Durina the 19/07 s both sides worked towards reducina weanons. especiallu

nuclear weapons

e TheSALT I and SALT II treaties resulted. but SALT II never went into

effect due to a Republican Senate’ s refusal to ratifu the treatu neaotiated

bu Democratic President Jimmu Carter
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The 1980°s, Gorbachev — Glasnost and Perestroika

A new leader in the USSR took over — he was a new aeneration from
previous ones and was more willina to moderate the USSR 7 s aporoach

Internallu he launched two ideas (Glasnost or “openness” and Perestroika or
“restructurina”) 1o brina much needed reform to the Soviet Union

Two new treaties with the US help to reduce nuclear arms ( START Treatu
and INF treatu)

USSR wL{hdFO.UJS From /A\Fohamsjfo.n in 1988

In 1989 uprisinas {hFOU.OhOU.'li EO.S'IZQFI’I EUJ‘ODG are al[owed 'IZO conhnue lGO.C[LI’lO
JCO Jche dOUJn.'FO,H O'F communism in the EO,S'IZ ln mosjc S'IZO,'IZGS

BU 1991 Fo[lowmo Q 'FO.I.I.ed COoup o.HemoJf in MOSCOUJ. Jche various member S'IZO.JCGS

of the Soviet Union become independent — The Cold War is deemed over



Three lmportant leaders of the late Cold War Period:

Mikhail Gorbachev Ronald Reagan Margaret Thaicher
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DECOLONIZATION POST
WORLD WAR |l



__Decolonization Post VWVVIL_

919 in Paris the notion of “National Self Determination” emeraed as o
dommcmjf idea — bujc the maior European powers reiected this idea for their
colonial dependencies...

o Post World War II holdina it all toaether became impossible. but the Colonial

powers had no intention of aivina up auietlu
e Fnaland — of all the states it transitioned its colonial holdinas the most

peacefullu
e France — Fouaht viaorouslu to keep a hold of its colonies: especiallu in

SOU,H’IQO,S'IZ /A\SI.O. cmd NOF'H’I /A\'FFI,CO, (/A\I.GGFLO.)
e POFJEU.CIO,I. /A\I.SO 'FOU,Oh'IZ JCO hOI.d. on {O L{S COI.Oﬂ,l.eS (/A\noola MOZO,m.bLCIU,G)

e Some redions post—Colonialism fared better than others: some immediatelu
descended into bloodu civil wars
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9 /A\ arowina sense O'F NO.'IZLOF\.O.I.I.SYT\. ln BFI,'IZI.Sh COH'ITO“.QCJ.

Asia led to complete independence bu 194/ for most
of the Endlish holdinas in Asia led in part bu
Mohandas Gandhi

e IﬂdLO, and Palasjcan mdeoendenjf in 19"*7 (PO.ELS'IZO.FL 'FU.I"'IZheI" dI.VI.deS ln 1971 meo POkI.S'IZO,n.
and choladesh)

° In 1965 remainina reaions ob{am Lndeoendencei Ceulon. Malausla. Burma
( Mucmmar) cmd S‘moaoore

e French controlled reaions obtain independence first bu pushina out the French

(1953—54) and then the Americans (Vietnam. Philiooines)



ecolon \/

o Post—World War II most of the Mandates in the Middle Fast were dissolved

cmd new naﬁons came LnJco exlsjcence

e The creation of Israel ( 19"}7) chanaed the dunamics in the Middle Fast and

posed . problem especiallu for the Palestinians who saw the chanaes as unfair
= In 19"}8 O,u 010 ISFO,el' S nelohbors declared war on ISFO,eL bU.JE ISI‘O,el won cmd J[OOIQ more

errrLJtoru
=- Nelahborma staJces re1C use Jco recoanize Israel’ S exlsjfenoe Qs Q sjcajce\ some sﬁll do ( Ircm

and Saudi Arabia e.o.) others have made peace uwith Israel most notablu Eauot. J,ordcm

and TU,FEGU
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____Decolonization - Africa

In North Africa the French tried to hold on to their territoru and were
determined not to be humiliated aaain like in WWII and Vietnam ( 195"”

— In Algeria especiallu the French foudht vicorouslu, but in the end militaru hero and

President Charles De Gaulle led France out of Alaeria — French out bu 1962

In Sub—Scharan Africa Enaland/Endlish settlers fouaht to remain in control
of Kenua and South Africa ( prison camps in Kenua. Apartheid in S. Af rica)
Bu the earlu 19607 s the Portuauese. Endlish and Belaians have all

relinauished their control over their respective portions of Sub—Saharan
Africa
— In some places independence broudht civil wars and additional strife

— Neo—colonialism still remained and manu of these places were still exploited for their
natural resources with little in the wau of economic development
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