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Document Sourcing
• Authors Point of View: Who is the author? What relationship to 

these events did they have? What types of bias might the author 
have? Why might this matter? (consider social class, gender, nationality, 

occupation, religion etc.)

• Authors Purpose: Why was this document created? Is it 
informative? Persuasive? The type of document might help you e.g. 
speech vs. newspaper article etc.

• Historical Context: How does this document fit into the time 
period it was created? How might this help historians to interpret 
this document?

• Audience: Who did the author think would read/see this 
document? Consider public vs. private statements and how distant 
the author was from events discussed in the document



Sourcing the Documents
Please do the following for each 
document:

Carefully read each document 

For each document, on a separate 
piece of paper you can turn in, write 
out the sourcing info

Be prepared to discuss your ideas 
about each document with the classh



Using the Documents in the DBQ
• Use and mention specific documents in your 

response

• DON’T just summarize them – use them to further 
your argument; tie them to the prompt in some way

• Also, DON’T just quote them; there is no need to use 
quotes, but if you do make a point with the quote

• Cite the source by naming the author and/or 
document number to ensure the grader knows what 
you are up to



Writing/Outlining Task
Based on your examination of the documents complete 
the following: 

Write a thesis for the prompt

Outline several body paragraphs that address the 
prompt including specific references to the documents

Write out a complete conclusion

The Prompt: Compare and Contrast the impact of 
European exploration on both Europe and the Americas.
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