CHAPTER 1 3
NAPOLEON AND
FUROPE
—_~

The royalist, religious writer Frangois-René de Chateaubriand
once called his enemy Napoleon “the mightiest breath of life which has ever
animated human clay.” In a rare moment of introspection, Napoleon once
remarked, “It is said that I am an ambitious man but that is not so; or at least
my ambition is so closely bound to my being that they are both one and the
same.”

Yet, far more than his imposing will, Napoleon’s career was shaped by
and reflected the breathtaking changes brought by the French Revolu-
tion. Statemaking and the emergence of nationalism, accompanied by the
increased secularization of political institutions, slowly but surely trans-
formed the European continent.

An admirer of the Enlightenment, Napoleon claimed that he was the true
son of the French Revolution. He personally supervised the writing of the
new constitution, which made wealth, specifically propertied wealth, the
determinant of status. Napoleon's reign was also a watershed in statemak-
ing: he further centralized the French state and extended its reach, making
it more efficient by codifying laws and creating new bureaucratic structures
and a new social hierarchy based upon state service.

Napoleon saw himself as a savior who carried “liberty, equality, and frater-
nity” abroad, freeing the European peoples from sovereigns who oppressed
them. From his final exile on the distant Atlantic island of Saint Helena,
Napoleon claimed to have created European unity. But in the process of “lib-
erating” other nations from the stranglehold of old regimes, he also con-
quered them.

NaroLEON'S RisE To POWER

Napoleon’s rise to power should be seen in the context of the French Revo-
lution. With the emigration of most of the officer corps during the early
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stages of the Revolution, a generation of talented generals had risen rapidly
through the ranks by virtue of their remarkable battlefield accomplish-
ments during the revolutionary wars that had raged across much of West-
ern and Central Europe since 1792. During the Directory, generals became
increasingly powerful arbiters in political life. Napoleon manipulated the
consuls and ultimately overthrew the Directory.

The Young Bonaparte

Of the strategically important Mediterranean island of Corsica, Jean-
Jacques Rousseau in The Social Contract (1762) wrote, “I have a presenti-
ment that one day this small island will astonish Europe.” The year before,
the Corsican patriot Pascale di Paoli (1725-1807) had managed to evict the
Genoese from Corsica. But in 1768 the French took Corsica. Carlo Buona-
parte, one of Paoli’s followers, remained on the island rather than join Paoli
in exile in England.

On August 15, 1769, Buonaparte's wife, whose family could trace its
noble origins back to fourteenth-century Lombardy, gave birth to a son,
Napoleon, named after a cousin who had been killed by the French. It is
one of the strange ironies of history that Napoleon would have been
British had his father followed Paoli into exile. In 1770, the French gov-
ernment accepted the Buonaparte family as nobles. The island’s governor
arranged for the young Buonaparte to receive an appointment to the royal
military school at Brienne, in Champagne, which Napoleon entered as a
boy in 1779. There he was exposed not only to a rigorous program of study
but also to the humiliating conde-
scension of the other students. He
was an outsider, and the other stu-
dents mocked his strong Corsican
accent—-Napoleon's first language
was the patois of his island, 2 mix
of Genovese and Tuscan—and his
relatively humble economic situa-
tion. During the summer of 1789,
he penned a history of his island
in which the French were por-
trayed as murderous exploiters
and tormenters, and Corsicans
their victims. Unusually bright but
also brooding, melancholy, and at
least once even suicidal, he earned
appointment to the artillery sec-
: tion of the national military acad-
Antoing-Jean Gros's painting of the young = emy in Paris, passing the
Napoleon in Bonaparte at Arcole (1796). examinations in a single year.




Napoleow's Rise to Power 481

Napoleon and the Revolution

With the outbreak of the Revolution, Napoleon returned to Corsica in
September 1789, There he helped organize the National Guard and drew
up a petition to the National Assembly in Paris asking that Corsica for-
mally become part of France, with its people enjoying the rights of citizen-
ship. In this way, Napoleon distanced himself from those Corsicans who
wanted independence, thus parting ways with his hero Paoli, who had
returned from England and joined the island’s royalists. Napoleon favored
the Revolution for three reasons: he wanted to see a curtailment of the
abuses of the Old Regime; he hoped that the Revolution might end his
island’s status within France as little more than a conquered territory; and
he thought the Revolution might provide him with an opportunity for pro-
motion.

Napoleon became a Jacobin. He commanded a volunteer force that on
Easter Sunday, 1792, fired on rioters supporting the cause of the Catholic
Church. When Paoli's victorious forces turned the island over to the Eng-
lish, the Buonapartes were forced to flee, Sent by the Committee of Public
Safety to fight federalist and royalist rebels and their British allies in the
south, in December 1793 Napoleon planned the successful artillery siege
of the port of Toulon, which was held by British forces.

Useful political connections and the Jack of direct involvement in the bit-
ter factional struggles in Paris may have saved Napoleon from execution in
the Terror or during Thermidor. The result was that Napoleon’s star contin-
ued to rise (with the help of his own determined campaign to construct a
heroic public image of his exploits), while some of his Jacobin friends went
to the guillotine. In the Paris of Thermidor, Napoleon helped put down a
royalist uprising on October 6, 1795. He attracted the attention of-—and
soon married—]Josephine de Beauharnais, the lover of the corrupt Paul Bar-
ras, one of the directors, and the widow of a member of the National Assem-
bly who had been guillotined during the Terror. In 1796, the directors made
Napoleon commander of the Army of Italy. It now seemed appropriate to
eliminate the Italian spelling of his name; Buonaparte became Napoleon
Bonaparte. Spectacular successes against the Austrians and their allies in
Italy, including at the Battle of Arcole (November 1796), made him the
toast of Paris. He later recalled that, after victory over Austrian forces at the
Battle of Lodi (May 1796), which opened the way to Milan, ‘I realized I
was a superior being and conceived the ambition of performing great
things, which hitherto had filled my thoughts only as a fantastic dream. I
saw the world flee beneath me, as if I were transported in air.”

Napoleon was now conducting military and foreign policy virtually on his
own, pillaging and looting Italy of art treasures as he pleased in the name of
“liberty.” His forceful and virtually independent pursuit of the war, and the
subsequent peace he arranged with Austria at Campo Formio on October
18, 1797, gave France control of the Austrian Netherlands, Venetia, and the



satellite Cisalpine Republic in northern and central Italy. For the moment,
only Great Britain remained as an enemy.

Dreaming of an eastern empire, Napoleon then turned his attention to
the Middle East. In 1798, he set off on a spectacular voyage to Egypt, part
of the Ottoman Empire, thus undertaking the first try by a Western power
to occupy a country in the Middle East. He was accompanied by 35,000
soldiers and a shipload of scientists, including mathematicians, physi-
cians, zoologists, and engineers, a few of the latter already dreaming of
carving a canal through the Isthmus of Suez that would give the French an
overwhelming advantage in trade with the Far East. In Cairo he founded
the Institute of Egypt, which greatly influenced the origins of Egyptology.
Thus, Napoleon cloaked his invasion as a “civilizing mission.”

After pausing en route long enough to capture the island of Malta,
Napoleon defeated Egyptian forces at the Battle of the Pyramids in July
1798. But the tiny British admiral Horatio Nelson (1758-~1805), who could
see out of only one eye, had lost an arm, and had few teeth left, trapped and
destroyed the French fleet on August 1, 1798, in the Battle of the Nile. Rus-
sia and Austria, their respective interests threatened by French campaigns in
the east, now formed 2 Second Coalition against France, which Turkey also
joined. Temporarily stranded in Egypt because of the naval defeat, and with
his officers having to use the Greek historian Herodotus's Histories as their
guide to Egypt, the undaunted Napoleon set off to conquer Syria. In Pales-
tine his army stopped at Jaffa, where it massacred the population. Forced to
retreat to Egypt by dwindling supplies and disease, Napoleon achieved a
final victory there over the Turks with the annihilation of several more vil-
lages and their inhabitants. Napoleon then returned to France.

In Paris, Abbé Emmanuel Sieyés was plotting to overthrow the Direc-
tory. Such a venture now required the participation of one of the powerful,
popular young generals whom the incessant warfare had catapulted to
prominence. Napoleon, who could be portrayed as the potential savior of
France, now helped piece together a political constituency from among the
quarreling factions of the Directory. With the coup d’état of the 18th Bru-
maire (November 9, 1799), Sieyes and Napoleon overthrew the Directory.

CONSOLIDATION OF POWER

After the overthrow of the Directory, the conspirators established a new
government, the Consulate. It brought political stability to France. It did so
by concentrating strong executive authority in the eager hands of Napoleon,
who oversaw the drafting of 2 constitution and made peace with the
Catholic Church. Designated “consul for life” in 1802, Napoleon crowned
himself emperor two years later. In the meantime, he continued to wage
wars against Britain, Austria, Russia, and Prussia, four rivals driven into co-
alitions by French expansion. By 1809, although he had failed in his goal of
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bringing Britain to its knees, a series of remarkable victories enabled
Napoleon to forge a great empire, the largest in Europe since that of Rome.

Establishment of the Consulate

With the fall of the Directory in 1799, Napoleon Bonaparte, at the age of
thirty, became first consul, the most powerful man in France in a new,
stronger executive authority of three consuls, replacing the five directors.
The Constitution of 1799, promulgated in December, gave lip service to uni-
versal suffrage, but reflected the authoritarian character Sieyes intended.
Indirect election for each political institution reduced the political body
of the nation to a small number of notables. A Senate, appointed by the
consuls, chose men from a list of 6,000 “notabilities” to serve in a Tri-
bunate. A Council of State, whose members were appointed by the first con-
sul, would propose legislation. The Tribunate would discuss the proposed
legislation, and a Legislative Body would vote on the laws but could not
debate them. There was more than a little truth to the oft-repeated story
that one man who asked what was in the new constitution received the reply,
“Napoleon Bonaparte.” The constitution was submitted to voters in a
plebiscite (voters could vote either yes or no). More than 99 percent of the
all-male electorate approved the document. The plebiscite became a funda-
mental Napoleonic political institution, embodying his principle of “author-
ity from above, confidence from below.”

The Consulate provided political stability by institutionalizing strong exec-
utive authority. France's districts (départements) each received an appointed
prefect, whose powers, delegated by the central government in Paris, sur-
passed those of the intendants of the Bourbon monarchs. Napoleon's
brother Lucien, as minister of interior, extended effective executive authority
to the most distant corners of the nation, curtailing royalist and Jacobin
opposition. Napoleon ruthlessly suppressed the press, reducing the number
of newspapers in Paris from seventy-three to thirteen, cowing survivors with
threats, or winning their allegiance with bribes.

The Concordat

Napoleon made peace with the Catholic Church, bringing it under state
supervision. Deep hostility remained between priests who had sworn alle-
giance to the nation during the Revolution—the “juring” clergy—and those
who had refused. Influenced by the Enlightenment, Napoleon believed the
Church should not have an institutional role in the affairs of state. But he
was also a cynical pragmatist. “There is only one way to encourage morality,”
he once said, “and that is to reestablish religion. Society cannot exist without
some being richer than others, and this inequality cannot exist without reli-
gion. When one man is dying of hunger next door to another who is stuffing
himself with food, the poor man simply cannot accept the disparity unless



some authority tells him, ‘God wishes it so . . . in heaven things will be dif-
ferent.”” An agreement with the Church also was intended to undercut pop-
ular support for the monarchist cause by restoring some of the Church’s
prerogatives, but not any that would threaten the government’s authority.
Napoleon thus shrewdly sought to detach the Church from the quest for a
restoration of the monarchy.

With the death in 1799 of Pope Pius VI (pope 1775~1799), who had
refused any accommodation with the Revolution, his successor, Pius VII
(pope 1800-1823), was eager to end a decade of religious turmoil. In 1801,
Napoleon signed a Concordat with the papacy that helped solidify some of
the changes brought by the Revolution, declaring Catholicism “the religion
of the majority of citizens” in France. A majority of bishops refused to accept
the Concordat. The pope would henceforth appoint new bishops, but on the
recommendation of the first consul, that is, Napoleon. The Church also
abandoned all claims to those ecclesiastical Jands that had been sold as
“national property” during the first years of the Revolution. The Concordat
helped restore ecclesiastical influence in France, reflected by an increase in
religious observance and in the number of people entering the clergy.
Napoleon also pleased the Church by abandoning the confusing official cal-
endar put in place in 1793, reestablishing Sundays and religious holidays.

The Organic Articles, which Napoleon promulgated without consulting
the pope, regulated the Gallican (French) Church’s status in France and
reduced the pope’s authority. The Church would now be subject to virtually
the same administrative organization and policing as any other organization;

Napoleon and Pope Pius VII signing the Concordat in 1801, reconciling the Catholic
Church with France after the Revolation.
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a “minister of religion” would sit with the other ministers in Paris. The state
would pay clerical salaries. No papal bull could be read in France’s churches
without permission of the government, and the clergy would have to read
official government decrees from the pulpit. Under Napoleon, the Church
gained the freedom of religious practice, but at the expense of some of its
independence. Primary-school students were required to memorize a new
catechism:

Question: What are the duties of Christians with respect to the
princes who govern them, and what are, in particular, our duties
toward Napoleon .. .?

Amnswer: . . . Love, respect, obedience, fidelity, military service. . ..
We also owe him fervent prayers for his safety and for the spiritual
and temporal prosperity of the State.

Napoleon granted Protestants and Jews state protection to practice their
religion. An article of the Concordat guaranteed freedom of worship for peo-
ple in both religions (who together made up less than 5 percent of the popu-
lation, the vast majority of whom were Protestants}. One set of Organic
Articles supervised Calvinists, another Lutherans. An imperial decree in
1808 organized Judaism into territorial consistories, although rabbis, unlike
priests and Protestant ministers, were not to be paid by the state.

Napoleon’s settlement with the Church alienated some of his cautious
supporters on the left, notably the group known as the Ideologues. After a
solemn ceremony at Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris celebrating the Concor-
dat, one general put it bluntly to Napoleon—"A fine monkish show. It lacked
only the presence of the hundred thousand men who gave their lives to end
all that.”

Napoleon’s Leadership

One of his staff would later describe Napoleon as an “ever-restless spirit.”
He ate rapidly and could work days on end with very little sleep. He dic-
tated more than 80,000 letters in his extraordinary career. Napoleon
seemed to absorb every bit of information that arrived in his office or field
headquarters and rapidly mastered subjects related to military or adminis-
trative concerns. But he often ignored matters that did not particularly
interest him, such as economics and naval warfare, in which France lagged
behind Britain.

Napoleon was more than just an optimist. He believed that his wildest
dreams of conquest and empire would inevitably become reality. Everyone
feared his rages, although he could be surprisingly understanding and gen-
erous toward subordinates when he believed they erred. He delegated very
little meaningful authority, mistrusting even his closest advisers, but he
tolerated opposing viewpoints. Napoleon’s style of leadership became ever



more tyrannical. He made up his own mind, and that mind invariably
chose war.

Wars of Conguest and Empire

Napoleon had brought stability to France, but France was still at war with
the Second Coalition: Great Britain, Austria, and Russia. In February 1800,
when Austria turned down his overtures for peace on the basis of the Treaty
of Campo Formio (1797), Napoleon returned to the battlefield, retaking
Milan and defeating an Austrian army in June 1800. With the Treaty of
Lunéville (February 1801), Austria reaffirmed the conditions of the Treaty
of Campo Formio, accepting French gains in Italy, as well as French control
over the Southern Netherlands {Belgium).

With Austria defeated and Russia tied up by a war against the Ottoman
Empire, the British government signed the Peace of Amiens in March
1802. France kept all of its significant gains on the continent, and Britain
returned all of the French colonies it had captured. Great Britain gained
only the end of hostilities.

In Central Europe, Napoleon was now free to dismember the Holy
Roman Empire and to dictate the territorial reorganization of the small Ger-
man states. France had absorbed the left bank of the Rhine River, fulfilling
the nationalistic dreams of a France extending to its “natural frontiers.”
Since this expansion came at the expense of Prussia and Austria, these two
powers had to be compensated. By the oddly named Imperial Recess of
1803, the two most powerful German states absorbed a number of small, in-
dependent German states, ecclesiastical territories, and most of the free
cities. The rulers of Baden, Bavaria, Hesse-Kassel, and Wiirttemberg, the
other largest German states, also added to their domains. France’s position
in Italy also was solidified. Piedmont remained a French possession, with
Napoleon naming himself president of the Italian Cisalpine Republic. After
imposing a Federal Constitution on the cantons of Switzerland that trans-
formed them into the Helvetic Republic, Napoleon forced a defensive
alliance on that strategically important country. By 1802, France was at
peace for the first time in a decade. Napoleon had brought his nation to a
position of dominance in Europe not seen since the time of Charlemagne a
thousand years earlier.

No longer satisfied with the title “first consul,” in 1802 Napoleon became
“consul for life,” a change approved by another plebiscite. Napoleon then
prepared the establishment of a hereditary empire in France. Although thou-
sands of émigrés took advantage of a declared amnesty to return to France,
an alleged conspiracy against Napoleon’s life by a group of royalists in 1804
led him to act against the Bourbons and to expedite his plan to become
emperor. Napoleon accused Louis de Bourbon-Condé, the duke of Enghien
(1772-1804)—a member of the Bourbon family who had emigrated to
Baden-—of involvement in the conspiracy. French troops moved into Baden
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to arrest him. The duke was hurriedly tried and executed near Paris, despite
the lack of any evidence of his involvement in plans to assassinate
Napoleon. Public opinion throughout much of Europe was outraged. The
German composer Ludwig van Beethoven crossed out the dedication to
Napoleon of his Third Symphony (“Eroica,” meaning “heroic”) shouting, “So
he is also nothing more than an ordinary man? Now he will trample on the
rights of mankind and indulge only his own ambition; from now on he will
make himself superior to all others and become a tyrant!” One of the royalist
conspirators, before his own execution, lamented, “We have done more than
we hoped to do; we meant to give France a king, and we have given her an
Emperor.”

The Tribunate, Senate, and another plebiscite quickly approved the
change from the Consulate to an empire. On December 2, 1804, Napoleon
was anointed emperor by Pius VII. Instead of waiting for the pope to crown
him, Napoleon snatched the crown from the pontiff and placed it on his
own head. A new constitution presented a telling contradiction: “The gov-
ernment of the republic is entrusted to an emperor.” Once an unknown offi-
cer who had scraped by with little money amid the spendthrift glitter of
Thermidor, Bonaparte began to wear a coat of red velvet that would have
been fit for Louis XIV.

Napoleon was no more temperamentally suited to live with peace than
with defeat. Jealous of Britain’s naval and commercial supremacy in the

Jean-Louis David's Emperor Napoleon Crowning the Empress Joséphine in the Cathe-
dral of Notre Dame (1805-1808),




Mediterranean and the Western Hemisphere, he began to goad Britain into
a new war. Haiti, the western side of the island of Hispaniola, had pro-
claimed its independence from France in 1801 under the leadership of Tous-
saint L'Quverture (see Chapter 12). In 1802, in response to pressure from
sugar planters, Napoleon restored French control of Haiti and reinstituted
slavery in the French colonies. French troops captured L'Ouverture and
took him to France, where he soon died. However, tropical disease killed
most of the French troops occupying Haiti, and the British prevented the
arrival of reinforcements. The French army surrendered, and in 1804 Haiti,
which had been France’s richest colony, again became independent. With
his plans to extend France's empire to the Caribbean having come to naught,
Napoleon shouted “Damn sugar, damn coffee, damn colonies!”

Seeking to recoup the financial losses France had incurred from war,
Napoleon sold the huge Louisiana Territory to the United States in 1803 for
60 million francs (then about 11 million dollars). In retrospect, this was a
paltry sum for a territory that virtually doubled the size of what was then the
United States. Napoleon's hope that its former colony would emerge as a
rival to Britain also lay behind the sale.

In July 1805, Russia and Austria joined Britain to form the Third Coali-
tion against Napoleon. Undaunted, Napoleon readied an army and ships at
the port of Boulogne on the English Channel for an invasion of Britain. A
French decoy fleet lured Horatio Nelson's fleet into pursuit, hoping to inflict
a crushing defeat on the Royal Navy. But the hunter soon became the
hunted. When the French fleet sailed from the Spanish Mediterranean port
of Cadiz on October 21, 1805, it sighted the Royal Navy. Turning to sail
back to port, the French vessels were left vulnerable to attack by two
columns of ships that succeeded in breaking the French line. As Nelson lay
dying of a wound (which might have been avoided, had he covered up his
shiny medals and epaulets that attracted a French marksman’s eye), his fleet
earned one of naval history’s most decisive victories at Cape Trafalgar, not
far from Gibraltar. Any chance for a French invasion of England evaporated.
Great Britain controlled the seas.

The French armies were more successful on the continent. They defeated
the Austrians at Ulm in October 1805, capturing 50,000 troops. Napoleon
finally coaxed the Russians and Austrians into open battle. At Austerlitz on
December 2, 1805, Napoleon tricked his opponents into an attack on his
intentionally weakened right flank. He then divided the two armies with a
crushing attack at their vulnerable center. When the dust cleared after the
hattle, the Russians and their Austrian allies had suffered 30,000 casualties,
the French fewer than 9,000. Austria asked for peace, giving up the rem-
nants of imperial territories in Italy and Dalmatia. Napoleon's allies,
Bavaria, Baden, and Wiirttemberg, once again gained Habsburg territories.

In the wake of Austerlitz, the hesitant King Frederick William IIT (ruled
1797-1840) of Prussia abandoned his tentative agreement to join the
Third Coalition, instead signing an alliance with France. In July 1806,
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The Battle of Trafalgar

Napoleon organized the Confederation of the Rhine, composed of sixteen
German states, excluding Prussia and Austria (see Map 13.1}. Napoleon
named himself “Protector” of the Confederation, whose members agreed
to accept French garrisons in southern Germany and to support Napoleon
if war broke out again. This made the Holy Roman Empire even more irrel-
evant than it had been for a very long time. In 1806, Francis I1 (Francis I of
Austria) simply dissolved the clumsy entity by abdicating as Holy Roman
emperor.

As French power in Central Europe grew, the British government con-
vinced Frederick William to join the alliance against Napoleon. But
Napoleon's forces humiliated the Prussian army at Jena near Nuremberg on
October 14, 1806, and then occupied Berlin. In February 1807, the French
and Russian armies fought to a bloody draw in a Polish snowstorm. Had Aus-
trian and British troops been sent to support the Russians, Napoleon might
well have been soundly defeated. But Austria was still reeling from the
defeat at Austerlitz, and the British were preoccupied with defending their
commercial interests in the Western Hemisphere. Napoleon sent for fresh
troops from France and added 30,000 Polish soldiers, some attracted by
speculation that the emperor might create an independent Polish state.

After defeating the Russian army at the Battle of Friedland (June 1807},
Napoleon met with Tsar Alexander I (ruled 1801-1825) on a raft in the
middle of a river. Frederick William, the king of Prussia, paced anxiously on
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the shore as he awaited the outcome. The news was indeed bad. By the
Treaty of Tilsit (July 1807}, Prussia lost territory in western Germany and
in Poland, which became, respectively, the Kingdom of Westphalia and the
Grand Duchy of Warsaw, the Jatter annexed by Napoleon's ally, Saxony. The
king of Saxony became the grand duke of Warsaw by virtue of a personal
union. Russia was forced to accept the territorial settlements in Western
Europe as definitive. In return, the tsar received a promise of French sup-
port in Russia’s current quarrel with the Ottoman Empire. France thus tac-
itly agreed to back Russia’s long-standing ambitions in southeastern
Europe. Finally, the tsar agreed to close Russian ports to British ships.

When Austria challenged Napoleon by invading Bavaria in 1809,
Napoleon moved rapidly against Vienna, capturing the Habsburg capital.
He then crossed to the left bank of the Danube River and defeated the
Habsburg army in July at Wagram, a battle in which 300,000 men partici-
pated and 80,000 were killed or wounded. Defeat forced Austria to surren-
der Illyria to France and other territory to Bavaria and Russia, which was
still technically but uneasily allied to France. With Austria defeated and
weakened, Prussia discouraged and dismembered, Russia neutralized, and
Britain once again left alone to challenge France, Napoleon's position in
Europe seemed invincible. Through conquest, the establishment of satellite
states, and alliances with smaller powers, Napoleon had constructed a vast
empire,

The Corsican Warrior

Napoleon has been considered one of the most brilliant military leaders in
modern history. Yet his talents lay not in originality but in his stunningly
innovative adaptations of military strategies and tactics developed in the
cighteenth century and during the Revolution. Before mass military con-
scription, warfare had usually involved relatively limited numbers of sol-
diers. Armies had not moved rapidly. Since the beginning of the Thirty Years'
War (1618--1648), wars had been fought over dynastic honor, commercial
rivalry, and disputed territories (see Chapters 7 and 11). Old Regime armies
had consisted largely of mercenaries commanded by nobles. Most battles
had been fought in precise, drilled ranks, by two relatively small armies in
line formation directly facing each other.

In the eighteenth century, technological and tactical improvements in
artillery augmented its importance in warfare. Artillery pieces became
lighter and therefore could be moved more easily. Improvements in roads
also helped expedite the movement of cannon, as well as troops. Properly
positioned artillery, launching powerful shells, could now play a decisive role
against infantry. The artillery became a more respected part of the army; tal-
ented officers, Napoleon not the least of them, found a chance for promo-
tion that they would not have had elsewhere.



Warfare changed when armies were no longer made up 07 mercenaries
but rather of “citizen-soldiers” with greater commitment to their cause.
Thus, during the French Revolution, committed sans-culottes were first
mobilized as citizen-soldiers in the levée en masse proclaimed in August
1792. They fought to defend the nation, winning the stunning victory over
the Austrian army at Valmy (September 1792; see Chapter 12). The Revo-
lution inaugurated a period of warfare in Europe in which more soldiers
entered battle than ever before. Between 1800 and 1815, perhaps as many
as 2 million men served in or allied with Napoleon’s armies. Napoleon har-
nessed French nationalism to win the commitment of his armies.

The Prussian general and military writer Karl von Clausewitz (1780-
1831) described how warfare, which he defined as “an extension of state
policy by other means,” had changed. Whereas the wars of most of the eigh-
teenth century had been those of kings and of states, not entire peoples,
now “war had again suddenly become an affair of the people, and that of a
people numbering thirty million, every one of whom regarded himself a citi-
zen of the state.”

Napoleon’s genius was his ability to organize, oversee, and assure the sup-
plying of and communication between larger armies than had ever before
been effectively assembled, and to move them more rapidly than anyone
before him. “Everything is in the execution,” as he put it. He built on the
French innovation in 17921793 of using combat divisions that combined

French citizens drawing lots to determine who would be conscripted to fight in
Napoleon's wars.
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infantry, cavalry, and artillery, and he subdivided his armies into corps, each
with its own sense of pride.

Napoleon founded a military school in 1803 that produced 4,000 offi-
cers by 1815~there were lots of vacancies as the wars took their toll. As in
the administration of the empire, however, Napoleon refused to delegate
responsibility for crucial strategic and tactical decisions to his subordi-
nates. In the long run, this would cost him dearly.

The infantry remained the heart of Napoleon's armies and his military
planning (there were never more than 4 artillerymen for every 1,000 foot
soldiers). Napoleon perfected the “mixed order” formation developed in the
eighteenth century, which combined stretching troops across the field in a
thin line about three men deep and bunching them in columns not only for
marching but also for attack. Napoleon kept some battalions in columns,
others in lines, which allowed battlefield flexibility. When he saw the oppor-
tunity, he launched an attack by outflanking his opponent and striking
against the enemy’s lines of communication. When he confronted an army
stretched out before him, skilled marksmen threw the opponent'’s advance
forces into disarray. Napoleon then brilliantly assessed the opposing army’s
weakest point. The concentration of deadly artillery fire—Napoleon once
referred to the twelve-pound cannons as his “beautiful daughters”——

_prepared the way for the assault of the infantry columns. The speed of his
army’s movements was such that Napoleon could rapidly attack and defeat
part of an enemy army before reinforcements could arrive. Instead of stop-
ping to celebrate victory, Napoleon sent his troops, particularly the cavalry,
to pursue the enemy. Victory became a rout.

Napoleon's armies, unlike the professional armies of the Old Regime,
lived off the land, simply requisitioning what they needed. This did not
make the French troops very popular, even in those lands officially incorpo-
rated into the empire. But it did allow the imperial army to travel far afteld,
in great numbers, marching up to twenty miles a day. Such speed seemed
incredible for the period, since each infantryman carried with him about
sixty pounds of equipment.

Finally, Napoleon enjoyed intense loyalty from his officers and troops,
even up to the bitter end. He took to the field with his troops and rewarded
good work with promotions and decorations, sometimes given on the field of
battle. The emperor's own courage was also a source of inspiration to his
troops. During one battle, the Imperial Guard refused to fight until
Napoleon had moved to a safer place. He treated his soldiers with demon-
strable respect and even affection because they seemed willing to die for
him. At least 400,000 did just that,

The Napoleonic adventure offered even the most humble soldier a chance
for glory. Yet the risks of injury and death were considerable. Disease some-
times killed more soldiers than battlefield wounds. (Napoleon had the good
fortune to be wounded only twice in his long military career.) Soldiering was
a tough life. In good times, soldiers ate reasonably well—bread, vegetables,



Napoleon used titles and awards as pillars of the empire. Jacques-Louis David's
Oath of the Army after the Distribution of Standards shows the eagerness of the
army to defend Napoleon and the empire.

even some meat, and drank wine or rum. But after defeat, or when they were
far inside inhospitable territory, soldiers were fortunate just to find enough
to eat. Medical care remained inadequate, despite improvements that
included caring for wounded soldiers while the battle was still raging, rather
than afterward when it often was too late. Major surgery—including the
countless amputations occurring after each major battle—was often fatal.
Napoleon, however, remained far more concerned with able-bodied soldiers
than with the wounded or sick.

THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE FRENCH EMPIRE

The Napoleonic empire was a significant episode in the long story of
statemaking in Europe. Continuing the tradition of eighteenth-century mon-
archs, Napoleon sought to make state administration more efficient and uni-
form. His aggressive conquests brought centrally controlled, bureaucratic
government and a centralized legal system to much of the continent. For this
reason, it is possible to see him as the embodiment of “enlightened abso-
lutism” awaited by the philosophe Voltaire.

Napoleon created a new social hierarchy based not on blood but on ser-
vice to the state, particularly in the army and bureaucracy, and on ownership
of property. Beyond French borders, the empire was based on an imperial
system in which Napoleon made his relatives and marshals heads of state.
Thus, he gave the throne of Westphalia to his brother Jéréme, as earlier he
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had transformed the Cisalpine Republic in northern Italy into a2 monarchy
ruled by his stepson, Eugene de Beauharnais. He named his brother Louis
king of Holland. His brother Joseph became king of Naples and later king of
Spain. Everywhere that French armies conquered, Napoleon's daunting will
imposed change.

Institutional Foundations: Imperial Centralization

Napoleon's Council of State, the most prestigious and important adminis-
trative body of the empire, oversaw finance, interior affairs, and war. Mem-
bers advised the emperor and drew up laws and regulations for approval
by the Legislative Body. Napoleon attached to the council a corps of young,
bright, apprentice bureaucrats who would assume important administrative
posts in the future. The Senate, Legislative Body, and Tribunate lost all but
their ceremonial roles, and Napoleon completely eliminated the Tribunate
in 1807. Even the members of the Council of State found their influence on
the emperor increasingly reduced.

Napoleon established the Bank of France in 1800, which facilitated the
state's ability to borrow money. He followed the Directory’s policy of aban-
doning the grossly inflated paper money of the Revolution. This stabilized
France’s currency. He facilitated the assessment and collection of taxes,
ordering a land survey of the entire country upon which direct taxes were to
be based. And he expanded the number of indirect taxes collected on salt
(which had also been a principal source of revenue for the Old Regime
monarchy), tobacco, and liquor, as well as on goods brought into any town of
over 5,000 inhabitants.

The empire followed the Revolution, and particularly the Directory, in
making higher education the responsibility of the state. With about half the
population illiterate, Napoleon believed that schools could create patriotic
and obedient citizens through teaching secular values that would ultimately
link education to nationalism. In 1802, Napoleon established state sec-
ondary schools {(lycées), thirty-seven of which were operating six years later,
for the relatively few boys who went to secondary school. Students read only
textbooks approved by the emperor. In 1808, Napoleon created France’s first
public university system, charging it with “direct[ing] political and moral
opinions.”

Legal Foundations: The Napoleonic Code

Napoleon wanted to be known to history as the new Justinian, the Roman
lawgiver. The Civil Code of 1804, which became known as the Napoleonic
Code, may have been the emperor’s most lasting legacy. Many of the cahiers,
or lists of grievances submitted to Louis XVI on the eve of the Revolution,
had asked that French laws be uniform. During the constitutional monarchy,
the Convention had begun the process of codifying French laws, but it had
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tal division in French law had been between the written Roman law in the
south and customary law based upon regional and local traditions in the
north, there were many different legal codes in France. Napoleon ordered
the Council of State to seek advice from a battery of lawyers to codify the
Jaws of the land. Napoleon personally participated in many critical discus-
sions and debates. The Napoleonic Code made the rights of property owners
sacrosanct: the majority of the articles concerned private property.

The code, over 2,000 articles long, enshrined the equality of all people
before the law and granted the freedom of religion. The subsequent Penal
Code of 1810 proclaimed the “freedom of work,” reaffirming the Le Chape-
lier Law of 1791 that forbade the formation of workers’ or employers’ associ-
ations (the latter were extremely rare). The “freedom” guaranteed in
relations between employers and workers left workers legally subordinate to
their employers and unable to strike. Furthermore, workers were required to
carry small passports that had to be handed over to municipal officials,
police, or employers when requested.

The Napoleonic Code reflected Napoleon's traditional attitudes toward
the family. He considered the family the most important intermediary
between the state and the individual, a means of guaranteeing social order.
Rejecting scattered demands during the Revolution for the equality of
women, the code reaffirmed the patriarchal nature of the traditional family.
It made women and children legally dependent on their husbands or fathers.
The code granted men control of family property. A woman could not buy or
sell propexty or begin a business without her husband’s permission, and any
income she earned would pass to his descendants, not hers. A woman
worker’s wages, too, went to her husband, and women had no control over
their children’s savings. As during the First Republic, the state recognized
divorce, but it was now more difficult to obtain. More articles in the
Napoleonic Code established conditions for the sale of cattle than addressed
the legal status of women. In cases of adultery, women risked penalties that
were far more severe than those for men. Only adult males could officially
witness a legal document. Napoleon complained: “In France women are con-
sidered too highly. They should not be regarded as equal to men. In reality
they are nothing more than machines for producing children.”

As in the Old Regime, parents could put their offspring in jail and retained
authority over their children’s marriages. The code required equal inheri-
tance of all children (the parents could dispose of a certain percentage,
based on a sliding scale, as he or she wished), ending primogeniture (inheri-
tance by the eldest son) in northern France, where it still existed. Yet siblings
often found ways to keep the family property together; one brother could
buy out his brothers’ shares in an inherited property. The end of primogeni-
ture also may have provided an impetus for French couples to have fewer
children in an effort to avoid further division of property.
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The Napoleonic Code—despite its obvious inequities, imperfections, and
the fact that it was sometimes promulgated by a conquering army—served as
the basis for the codification of laws and the reorganization of judicial sys-
tems in Switzerland, Piedmont-Sardinia, and the Netherlands. At the end of
his life, Napoleon claimed, “My glory is not to have won forty battles . . . but
what nothing will destroy, what will live eternally, is my Civil Code.”

Social Foundations: The Imperial Hierarchy

Napoleon once wrote, “My motto has always been: a career open to all tal-
ents.” He considered the end of social distinctions by birth to be one of the
most lasting accomplishments of the French Revolution. The empire
favored the aspirations of the middle classes. The elimination of legal bar-
riers to social ascension left wealth, largely defined by the ownership of
property and service to the state (rewarded by grants of property, titles, and
pensions), as the main determinant of status. Yet imposing obstacles to
social mobility remained. It took wealth to acquire the background, educa-
tion, and reputation to take one’s place in the imperial hierarchy.

The army and the bureaucracy were the two pillars of the empire.
Napoleon created an elite of “notables,” as they were called, rewarding those
who served him well with prestigious titles and lucrative positions. At the
pinnacle of the new hierarchy were eighteen marshals, appointed in 1804
from the ranks of the Senate and including generals who had earned for-
tunes waging war. Napoleon began to restore titles abolished by the Revolu-
tion: prince in 1804, duke two vears later, followed by count, baron, and
_chevalier. But unlike the titles of the Old Regime, these titles, which could
be hereditary, did not stem from the ownership of a certain estate or
chiteau, but rather were awarded for service to the state.

Between 1808 and 1814, Napoleon created 3,600 titles. Yet Napoleonic
notables totaled only one-seventh of the number of the nobles in France on
the eve of the Revolution. Some of the new notables had already become
rich through purchase of ecclesiastical and émigré lands sold during the
Revolution. More than half of all men granted titles by the emperor had ren-
dered service in the military. The emperor often repeated that “in the back-
pack of each soldier, there is a marshal’s baton.” The civil service was the
second most important avenue to a Napoleonic title. Some Italians, Dutch,
Germans, and others from conquered lands found that the French Empire
offered them dignified and sometimes even lucrative careers.

In May 1802, Napoleon established the Legion of Honor to reward those
who served the nation with distinction. It was, predictably enough, orga-
nized along military lines, with commanders, officers, and knights. Indeed
97 percent of those so decorated by Napoleon served in his military forces.
Yet a former Jacobin member of the Council of State complained that the
award, a decorated cross that could be displayed prominently on one’s coat,



was nothing more than a “bauble.” Napoleon replied, “You may call them
baubles, but it is by baubles that mankind is governed.” The subjects of terri-
tories incorporated into the empire were eligible to receive the Legion of
Honor. When Rome became part of Napoleon’s immense empire, the follow-
ing parody on the Legion of Honor appeared on the walls of the Eternal
City:

In fierce old times, they balanced loss
By hanging thieves upon a cross.

But our more humane age believes

In hanging crosses on the thieves.

Tue Tipe TURNS AGAINST NAPOLEON

French rule generated resistance in countries absorbed into Napoleon's
empire through conquest. Napoleon manipulated factional splits in some
countries, co-opted local elites where he could, brushed aside rulers as he
pleased, and tried to establish compliant new regimes, some handed over to
his brothers. But ultimately French rule over such an extended empire col-
lapsed. Napoleon's failure to force British submission by strangling its econ-
omy with his “Continental System,” which aimed to cut off Britain from its
continental markets, kept his major enemy in the field, or more appropri-
ately, on the high seas. In Spain, resistance against French rule became a
full-fledged rebellion (the Peninsular War) that, with British assistance,
sapped imperial resources. Moreover, French occupation of some of the Ger-
man states gave rise to German nationalism, solidifying resistance. Prussian
and Austrian military reforms led to stronger opponents in the field. And in a
final ill-considered expansion of imperial aggression, Napoleon in 1812
decided to invade Russia. The destruction of his “Grand Army” in the snow-
drifts and howling winds of Russia was the beginning of the end.

The Continental System

Knowing that the war was costing the British government huge sums
(between 60 and 90 percent of the state’s annual revenue), in November
1806 Napoleon announced his Continental System. It prohibited trade with
Britain, which he hoped would strangle the British economy by closing all
continental ports to British ships. French merchants and manufacturers, as
well as the state, would earn fortunes supplying the captive markets of the
continent. Increased hardship might even cause damaging unrest in Britain.

But the blockade of the continental ports was far easier said than done.
The continental coastline is enormous, the British navy was strong (despite
the loss of 317 ships between 1803 and 1815), and the merchants and
smugalers resourceful. British merchants continued to find American mar-
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kets for their goods. The banning of British imports did lead to the develop-
ment of some important innovations in France {for example, the Jacquard
loom for silk weaving and the planting of the sugar beet to compensate for
the loss of sugar from the West Indies). But France's relative lack of available
coal and iron ore, its lack of capital dccumulation and investment, and the
overwhelming allocation of the nation's material and human resources to
war prevented French merchants from taking up the slack left by the
absence of British goods in continental markets.

In response to Napoleon’s Continental System, the British government’s
“Orders in Council” of November and December 1807 demanded that trad-
ing ships under all flags purchase a license in a British port. This decision
placed Britain at loggerheads with the United States, one of France’s princi-
pal trading partners. Napoleon retaliated with the Milan Decrees, threaten-
ing to seize any ship that had traded with Britain or that had even accepted a
search by British authorities. Yet, in 1809, British imports could still be read-
ily found on the continent. The French, suffering a sharp decline in customs
revenue, began tolerating violations of the Continental System, even selling
special licenses and placing hefty taxes on the importation of British goods
to bring in more revenue. The blockade came completely apart in the midst
of an economic depression that began in 1811.

Napoleon counted on Britain's deepening crisis with the U.S. govern-
ment, which opposed the boarding and searching of its vessels by British

British Prime Minister William Pitt the Younger and Napoleon carve up the world.
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inspectors, to bring Anglo-American relations to a breaking point. But even
the War of 1812 between the British and the United States, which ended
with the exhausted British capitulating, could not destroy the British econ-
omy. Moreover, the fact that French agents had encouraged an Irish insur-
rection against British rule in 1798 lingered in the memory of the British
upper class, adding to their resentment of France. Tory governments, which
governed Britain throughout the entire revolutionary and Napoleonic peri-
ods, remained committed to defeating Bonaparte (and repressing dissent at
home), despite the staggering economic cost of the war.

The Peninsular War

Napoleon's obsession with bringing Britain to its knees led him into the dis-
astrous Peninsular War (1808-1813) in Spain. In 1807, Napoleon had
reached an agreement with Charles IV (ruled 1788—1808), the incompetent
king of Spain, that permitted French troops to pass through his kingdom to
conquer Portugal, Britain's ally (an arrangement that had functioned to
cuarantee Portugal’s independence from Spain and had also provided Por-
tuguese wine with a ready market for thirsty British people of means). A
French army marched on Lisbon, and the Portuguese royal family fled to
Brazil. An insurrection in March 1808 led to the abdication of Charles IV
and the succession of his son Ferdinand VII (ruled 1808, 1814-1833) to the
throne. Believing that the kingdom of Spain was on the verge of falling like
an apple into his hands, Napoleon forced Ferdinand to abdicate that same
year, and summoned his older brother, Joseph Bonaparte {1768-1844),
from his wobbly throne in Naples to become king of Spain.

But Napoleon did not count on the resistance of the Spanish people. Eccle-
siastical reforms imposed by Joseph and Napoleon, including the reduction in
the number of monastic convents by two-thirds and the abolition of the Inqui-
sition, angered the Church, which remained a powerful force in Spanish life.
Napoleon found some allies among the urban middle class, but the Spanish
nobility joined their old allies, the clergy, in opposition to the invaders. French
forces were easy targets for the small, mobile groups of Spanish guerrillas,
who attacked and then quickly disappeared into the Spanish landscape.
British troops led by Arthur Wellesley, later duke of Wellington (17691852},
arrived to help the Spanish and Portuguese fight the French. By 1810, about
350,000 French troops were tied up in the Iberian Peninsula. Fighting for
“Church and king,” Spaniards sustained what arguably was the first success-
ful guerrilla war in modern Europe. Napoleon’s “Spanish ulcer” bled France.

Stirrings of Nationalism in Napoleonic Europe

One of the lasting effects of the Napoleonic period was the quickening of
German and, to a lesser extent, Italian national identity. The French revolu-
tionaries had called for a war against the tyrants of Europe. But Napoleon
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Francisco Goya's The Third of May, 1808 depicts the execution of citizens of
Madrid by French soldiers after the fall of the city during the Peninsular War.

seemed blind to the fact that the exportation of the principles of the French
Revolution might encourage resentment and even nationalist feeling against
the French in those countries conquered by his armies. Gradually the
French discovered that nationalism was a double-edged sword. Some people
in states conquered by French armies not only resented the occupation of
their lands but they also began to long for the existence of a territorial state
organized around their own nationality.

In any case, Napoleon sought to curry favor in each conquered state in
exchange for support against his enemies. Napoleon may indeed have
intended that Westphalia, created by the Treaty of Tilsit (1807) out of for-
mer Prussian territories and other smaller states that had fought against
him, would become a model state. He ended serfdom and gave peasants the
right to own land, to move through the kingdom as they pleased, and to
send their children to school. But his principal goal was to bolster the Con-
federation of the Rhine's north flank against possible attacks against his
interests.

Napoleon considered conquered territories sources for military conscripts
and raw materials, or as potential markets for French goods. In Italy, French
authorities forbade the importation of textile machinery and imposed disad-
vantageous tariffs, fearful of competition with their own industries. With



the exception of Jacobin anti-clericals, intellectuals, and merchants who
stood to profit from the French occupation, most people expressed little
enthusiasm for the Napoleonic regime. In the Netherlands, the French
occupation virtually brought the prosperous Dutch trading economy to a
standstill. Poles soon began to doubt Napoleon’s promise to reestablish Pol-
ish independence; some Polish nobles began to look to the Russian tsar for
help, others to the king of Prussia. Among those territories conquered by
Napoleon, open insurrections were relatively rare, although in the Austrian
Tyrol, peasants sang nationalist songs as they fought against the French in
1813. The French armies waged war brutally against those who dared
oppose them, burning villages and executing civilians, particularly in Spain,
Tyrol, and southern Italy.

The impact of the French invasions on nationalism was perhaps clearest
in the numerous German states. At first, some German intellectuals had
praised Napoleon, but that soon changed. Attacks by German writers
against French occupation mounted in 1807. That year, the French executed
a Nuremburg bookseller accused of selling anti-French literature. Two years
later, Napoleon escaped an assassination attempt by a young German stu-
dent, the son of a Lutheran minister, who shouted “Long live Germany!” as
he was executed. Gradually German writers espoused the view that people
of the German states shared a common culture based upon language, tradi-
tion, and history. Only in the middle of the eighteenth century had German
writers begun to write in their own language; before then, they considered
French the language of culture. Like some composers, they began to dis-
cover elements of 2 common culture, drawing on language, literary texts,
folk traditions, and other German cultural traditions to express themselves.
This emotional quest for cultural and political institutions that would define
“Germany” reflected some rejection of the rational tradition of Enlighten-
ment thought identified with France.

Some German nationalists believed that the multiplicity of states in Cen-
tral Europe stood in the way of eventual German unification. The Holy
Roman Empire had been swept away in 1806. Napoleon destroyed the reli-
gious settlement imposed by the Treaty of Westphalia, which in 1648 had
ended the Thirty Years' War. Napoleon may have helped the cause of Ger-
man nationalism by eliminating some tiny states, increasing the territory of
the middle-sized states at the expense of the former. About 60 percent of the
population of the German states passed from one ruler to another during
the revolutionary and Napoleonic eras. Yet in states such as Hanover and
Wiirttemburg, German particularism-—local identity—was considered part
of being German. Forty separate German states survived. Baden, Bavaria,
and Wiirttemberg, although much smaller and less powerful than Austria
and Germany, emerged from the period with their independence and sepa-
rate traditions for the most part intact.

Even though any possible political unification of Germany seemed distant,
if not impossible, German nationalism nonetheless contributed to the deter-
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mination with which the people of the German states resisted Napoleon.
Johann Gottlieb Fichte (1762~1814) called on “the German nation,” which
he defined as including anyone who spoke German, to discover its spiritual
unity.

In Spain, as we have seen, people of all classes came to view the French as
invaders, not liberators. A constitution proposed by the Spanish Cortes in
1812 at Céadiz, which was not under French control, nonetheless reflected
the influence of the French Revolution. It proclaimed freedom of the press,
established an assembly to be elected by a relatively wide electorate, and
abolished the Inquisition. But the constitution, although never implemented
because of the eclipse of Spanish liberals in the wake of conservative reac-
tion, was also a self-consciously nationalist document. Some Spaniards, too,
were becoming more aware of their own shared linguistic, cultural, and his-
torical traditions.

Military Reforms in Prussia and Austria

The successes of Napoleon’s armies led Prussia (particularly in view of the
devastating Prussian defeat at Jena in 1806), and, to a lesser extent, Austria,
to enact military reforms. In 1807, a royal decree abolished serfdom in Prus-
sia, with military efficiency in mind. Peasants were now free to leave the land
to which they had been attached and to marry without the lord’s permission.
A decree three years later allowed peasants to convert some of the land they
worked into their own property. Other reforms removed class barriers that
had restricted the sale of land between nobles and non-nobles and that had
served to keep middle-class men from assuming the military rank of officer
{and had also prevented nobles from tzking positions considered beneath
their status), The Prussian military commander Baron Heinrich Karl vom
und zum Stein (1757-1831) appointed some commeoners to be officers and
cashiered some of the more inept noble commanders. Stein established a
ministry of war, taking away some important decisions from the whims of the
king and his inner circle. In 1807, the Stein ministry abolished serfs’ ties to
the land, but the labor obligations and seigneurial dues of serfs remained in
effect. This reform improved the lovalty of peasant-soldiers to the state.
Stein called for greater patriotic participation in the national affairs of Prus-
sia. Thus he and many other statesmen who resisted Napoleon continued
to think in Prussian, not “German” terms. The elimination of most forms of
corporal punishment enhanced troop morale, as did the rewarding of individ-
val soldiers who served well. Stein also organized a civilian militia, which
provided a proud, patriotic reserve of 120,000 part-time soldiers.

The Empire's Decline and the Russian Invasion

Napoleon now confronted the fact that he still had no legitimate children
to inherit his throne. Although he loved his wife Josephine, he was as



unfaithful to her during his lengthy absences as she was to hum. Napoleon
arranged for a bishop in Paris to annul his marriage—the pope having
refused to do so—allowing him to remarry with the Church’s blessing.
Napoleon then considered diplomatically useful spouses. When the Russ-
jan tsar would not provide his younger sister, Napoleon arranged a mar-
riage in 1810 with Marie-Louise (1791~1847), the daughter of Austrian
Emperor Francis 1. She had never even met Napoleon, but that in itself
was not as unusual as the fact that the French emperor had an old enemy,
the Archduke Charles (brother of Francis I and Napoleon's opponent dur-
ing the 1809 war with Austria), stand in for him at the wedding ceremony,
while he remained in Paris. Napoleon thus entered into a de facto alliance
with the Habsburgs, Europe's oldest dynasty. Within a year, Marie-Louise
presented Napoleon with a son and heir.

For the first time since Napoleon’s remarkable rise to power, dissent also
began to be heard openly inside France. Deserters and recalcitrant con-
scripts dodged authorities in increasing numbers beginning in about 1810.
Rovyalist and Jacobin pamphlets and brochures circulated, despite censor-
ship. Royalists objected to Napoleon’s disdainful treatment of the pope, who
excommunicated the emperor after France annexed the Papal States in
1809. Napoleon responded by simply placing Pius VII under house arrest,
first near Genoa, and then near Paris in Fontainebleau.

Napoleon had become increasingly unable to separate options that were
feasible or possible from those that were unlikely or indeed impossible to
achieve. One of the emperor's ministers remarked: “It is strange that
Napoleon, whose good sense amounted to genius, never discovered the point
at which the impossible begins. . .. ‘The impossible,” he told me with a
smile, ‘is the specter of the timid and the refuge of the coward . . . the word
is only a confession of impotence’ . . . he thought only of satisfying his own
desires and adding incessantly to his own glory and greatness. .. death
alone could set a limit to his plans and curb his ambition.”

Napoleon's advisers now expressed their doubts about the emperor’s end-
less plans for new conquests. Talleyrand had resigned as foreign minister in
1807, after the exccution of the duke of Enghien. Talleyrand now symbol-
ized the “party of peace,” which opposed extending the empire past limits
that could be effectively administered. In 1809, he began to negotiate
secretly with Austria about the possibility of a monarchical restoration in
France should Napoleon fall.

Napoleon’s interest in expanding French influence in the eastern Mediter-
ranean and his marriage to a Habsburg princess virtually assured war with
Russia, which had reopened its ports to British and neutral vessels carrying
English goods. Believing that he could enforce the continental blockade by
defeating Russia, Napoleon prepared for war, forcing vanquished Austria
and Prussia to agree to assist him. In the meantime, the tsar signed 2 peace
treaty with the Ottoman Empire, freecing Russia to oppose Napoleon.
Alexander I lined up the support of Sweden. There Jean-Baptiste Bernadotte
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(1763~1844), once one of Napoleon's marshals, had been elected crown
prince in 1810 and thus heir to the Swedish throne by the Swedish Estates
(he would succeed the childless Charles XIII in 1818 as King Charles XIV).
In return, the tsar offered Sweden a free hand in annexing Norway.

In June 1812, Napoleon's “Grand Army,” over 600,000 strong, crossed
the Niemen River from the Grand Duchy of Warsaw into Russia. Napoleon
hoped to lure the Russian armies into battle. The Russians, however, sim-
ply retreated, drawing Napoleon ever farther into western Russia in late
sumnier.

The Grand Army may have been the largest army ever raised up to that
time, but the quality of Napoleon's army had declined since 1806 through
casualties and desertions. Some of his finest troops were tied up in Spain.
Half of the Grand Army consisted of Prussian, Italian, Austrian, Swiss, or
Dutch conscripts. Officers now were by necessity more hurriedly trained. As
the Grand Army was almost constantly at war, there was no chance to
rebuild it to Napoleon’s satisfaction.

In Russia, disease, heat, and hunger took a far greater toll on Napoleon's
army than did the rearguard action of enemy troops. The Grand Army finally
reached the city of Smolensk, 200 miles west of Moscow, in the middle of
August; there the emperor planned to force the tsar to sign another humili-
ating peace. However, the Russian troops continued to retreat deeper into
Russia. Napoleon’s marshals begged him to stop in Smolensk and wait
there. Tempted by the possibility of capturing Moscow, Napoleon pushed on
until his army reached Borodino, sixty miles from Moscow. There the two
armies fought to a costly draw in the bloodiest battle of the Napoleonic era,
with 68,000 killed or wounded before the Russian army continued its
retreat. Napoleon entered Moscow on September 14, 1812. He found it vir-
tually deserted. Fires, probably set by Russian troops, spread quickly
through the wooden buildings. Almost three-quarters of the city burned to
the ground. The tsar and his armies had fled eastward.

Over 1,500 miles from Paris, without sufficient provisions, and with the
early signs of the approaching Russian winter already apparent, Napoleon
decided to march the Grand Army back to France. The retreat, which began
on October 19, was a disaster. Russian troops picked off many among the
retreating forces, forcing them to take an even longer route to Smolensk,
200 miles away. The Russians were waiting for Napoleon’s beleaguered
armies at the Berezina River, where they killed thousands of French soldiers.
The emperor himself barely escaped capture by the Cossacks. The freezing
winter then finished off most of what was left of Napoleon's Grand Army.

The retreat from Moscow was one of the greatest military debacles of any
age. A contemporary described some of the French troops as “a mob of tat-
tered ghosts draped in women'’s cloaks, odd pieces of carpet, or greatcoats
burned full of holes, their feet wrapped in all sorts of rags . . . skeletons of
soldiers went by, . .. with lowered heads, eyes on the ground, in absolute
silence. . . ." Of the more than 600,000 men who had set out in June from



The retreat of the Grand Army in Russia, November 1812.

the Grand Duchy of Warsaw {Napoleon’s defeat ended the hopes of Polish
nationalists for independence), only about 40,000 returned to France in
December. (Indeed, a mass grave of frozen soldiers of the Grand Army was
discovered in Lithuania in 2003.) After racing ahead of the groans of the
dying and the frozen corpses, Napoleon issued a famous bulletin that was
sent back to Paris: “The health of the emperor has never been better.”

Napoleon arrived at the Tuileries Palace in December 1812. In the wake
of a military disaster of such dimensions that press censorship and duplici-
tous official bulletins (the expression “to lie like a military bulletin” became
current) could not gloss over it, the mood of the French people soured.

Undaunted, Napoleon demanded a new levy of 350,000 more troops.
This call, coming at a time of great economic hardship, was greeted with
massive resentment and resistance. Instead of negotiating a peace that could
have left France with the left bank of the Rhine River, Napoleon planned
new campaigns and further expansion.

The Defeat of Napoleon

Napoleon now faced allies encouraged by his devastating defeat. In Febru-
ary 1813, Russia and Prussia signed an alliance, agreeing to fight Napoleon
until the independence of the states of Europe was restored. Napoleon
earned two costly victories over Russian and Prussian troops in the spring of
1813, but his casualties were high. Great Britain, still fighting the French in
Spain, formally joined the coalition in June. Napoleon rejected Austrian
conditions for peace, which included the dissolution of the Confederation
of the Rhine, and Austria joined the coalition in August 1813. Napoleon'’s
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strategy of winning the temporary allegiance, or at least neutrality, of one of
the other four European powers had failed.

In August 1813, Napoleon defeated the allies at Dresden, but then learned
that Bavaria had seceded from the Confederation of the Rhine and joined
the coalition against France. In October, his troops outnumbered two to one,
Napoleon suffered a2 major defeat at Leiprig (in the Battle of the Nations)
and retreated across the Rhine River into France. His armies, ever more
filled with reluctant, raw recruits, lacked adequate supplies. An insurrection
in the Netherlands followed by an allied invasion restored the prince of
Orange to authority there. Austrian troops defeated a French army in north-
ern Italy. The duke of Wellington’s English forces drove the French armies
from Spain and back across the Pyrenees. Forced to fight on French soil for
the first time, Napoleon’s discouraged armies were greeted with hostility
when they tried to live off the land as they had abroad. Opponents of
Napoleon, including some for whom a Bourbon restoration seemed a possi-
bility, now spoke more openly in France.

Early in 1814, the allies proposed peace (perhaps insincerely, assuming
the French emperor would refuse) if Napoleon would accept France's nat-
ural frontiers of the Rhine River, the Alps, and the Pyrenees. Napoleon
stalled. An allied army of 200,000 moved into eastern France. In Paris, the
Legislative Body approved a document that amounted to a denunciation of
the emperor, though it never reached the public. Even Napoleon's normally
dutiful older brother Joseph encouraged the members of the Council of
State to sign a petition calling for peace.

The allies were determined not to stop until they had captured Paris. After
overcoming stiff French resistance, the main allied force swept into the

{Left) Arthur Wellesley, the duke of Wellington. (Right) Charles Maurice de
Talleyrand.




French capital in March 1814. Tsar Alexander I of Russia and King Freder-
ick William T1I of Prussia rode triumphantly into the city. At Fontainebleau,
Napoleon's marshals refused to join in his frantic plans for an attack on the
allies in Paris and pressured him to abdicate. Talleyrand called the Senate
into session. It voted to depose Napoleon. The allies refused to consider
Napoleon’s abdication in favor of his three-year-old son. Without an army
and, perhaps for the first time, without hope, Napoleon abdicated on April 6,
1814, and then took poison, which failed to kill him. The long adventure
finally seemed at an end.

MONARCHICAL RESTORATION AND NAPOLEON'S RETURN

The allies sought the restoration of the Bourbon monarchy. The French Sen-
ate, 00, expressed its wish that Louis XVI's brother, the count of Provence,
return to France as Louis XVIIL By the Treaty of Fontainebleau (April 11,
1814), the allies exiled Napoleon to a Mediterranean island off the coast of
Italy. Bonaparte would be emperor of Elba. Marie-Louise refused to accom-
pany him, preferring to be duchess of Parma, receiving the title by virtue of
being a member of the Austrian royal family.

The Bourbon Restoration

The count of Provence entered Paris on May 3, 1814, as King Louis XVII
(ruled 1814—1815; 1815-1824). With more than a little wishful thinking, he
announced that this was the nine-
teenth year of his reign (counting
from the death of the son of Louis
XVI, who had died in 1795 in a
Paris prison without ever reigning).
The allies worked out a surprisingly
gracious peace treaty with France,
largely thanks to Talleyrand's
skilled diplomacy. The Treaty of
Paris, signed on May 30, 1814, left
France with Savoy and small
chunks of land in Germany and the
Austrian Netherlands——in  other
words, the France of November 1,
1792. France could now rejoin the
monarchies of Europe.

Louis XVIII signed a constitu-
tional “Charter” that granted his
Louis XVIIL, king of the French. Note the people “public liberties,” promising
perhaps unconscious Napoleonic pose. that a legislature would be elected,
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based on a very restricted franchise. Although the document affirmed
monarchical rule by divine right, it confirmed some of the important victo-
ries of the Revolution, including equality before the law and freedom of
expression and religion, although Catholicism would be the religion of the
state (see Chapter 13). A coterie of fanatical nobles and their followers {the
Ultra-rovalists) convinced the king to enact some measures, however, that
were highly unpopular. Many in France disapproved of the substitution of
the white flag of the Bourbon family for the tricolor, the description of the
Charter as a “gift” from the king to the French people, the retiring of 14,000
officers at half pay, the restoration of returned émigrés to high positions in
the army, and the return to their original owners of national lands that had
not been sold. But most of the French were simply exhausted from vears of
wars and sacrifice.

The 100 Days

In March 1815, just months after his exile, Napoleon boldly escaped from
Elba and landed near Antibes on the French Mediterranean coast. He
knew that he retained considerable popularity in France. Furthermore, so
much time had passed and so many dramatic events had occurred since the
execution of Louis XVI that one of the monarchy's staunchest supporters
claimed, with some exaggeration, “The Bourbons were as unknown in France
as the Ptolemies.”

The word that Napoleon had landed in France stunned everyone. Mar-
shal Ney, who had offered his services to the Bourbons, promised to bring
Napoleon back to Paris in a cage. But upon seeing Napoleon, Ney fell into
his arms. Regiment after regiment went over to Napoleon as he marched
north. With Bonaparte nearing Paris, Louis XVIII and his family and advis-
ers fled to Belgium, which had become part of the Kingdom of Holland.
Soon Napoleon again paced frenctically through the Tuileries Palace, mak-
ing plans to raise new armies.

It was not to be. The allies quickly raised an enormous army of more
than 700,000 troops. Napoleon led an army of 200,000 men into the Aus-
trian Netherlands, engaging Prussian and British forces south of Brussels
on June 16, 1815. He forced the Prussians to retreat and ordered one of
his generals to pursue them with his army. Napoleon then moved against
the British forces commanded by Wellington, his old nemesis. The armies
met near the village of Waterloo on June 18, 1815. Wellington had skill-
fully hidden the extent of his superior infantry behind a ridge. Napoleon
watched in horror as a Prussian army arrived to reinforce Wellington. The
general sent in pursuit of the Prussians, like all Napoleon's commanders,
had been taught to follow Napoleon's directives to the letter and not to
improvise. He held back until it was too late. When the imperial guard
broke ranks and retreated, much of the rest of the French army did the
same. The defeat was devastating and total.
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The Battle of Waterloo, June 18, 1815.

Napoleon abdicated a second time. He surrendered to British forces
near the western coast of France, while hoping to find a way to sail to
America. This time the exile would be final. The allies packed Napoleon
off to the small island of Saint Helena, in the South Atlantic, 1,000 miles
away from any mainland. The closest island of any size was Ascension, a
British naval base, some 600 miles distant. Louis XVIII returned to take up
the throne of France a second time, 100 days after fleeing Paris.

On Saint Helena, Napoleon's health gradually declined. He died on
May 5, 1821, his last words being “France, army, head of the army,
Josephine.” He died of an ulcer, probably a cancerous one, despite stories
to this day that he was poisoned by arsenic.

NaroLEON's LEGACY

Napoleon’s testament, a masterpiece of political propaganda, tried to create
a myth that he saved the Revolution in France. “Every Frenchman could say
during my reign,—1 shall be minister, grand officer, duke, count, baron, if
] earn it—even king!'” And in some ways, Napoleon was indeed the heir to
the French Revolution. He guaranteed the survival of some of its most sig-
nificant triumphs. Napoleon considered his greatest achievement “that of
establishing and consecrating the rule of reason.” His Napoleonic Code pro-
claimed the equality of all people before the law {favoring, however, men
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over women), personal freedom, and the inviolability of property. Napoleon
furthered the myth, and to some extent the reality, of the “career open to tal-
ent,” which aided, above 2all, the middle class, but even peasants in some
cases. He consolidated the role of wealth, principally property ownership, as
the foundation of the political life of the nation. This increased the number
of citizens eligible to participate in political life, however limited by imperial
strictures. Furthermore, Napoleon helped turn nationalism into an aggres-
sive secular religion, manipulating this patriotic energy and transforming it
into an ideology inculcated by French schools.

Napoleon’s reforms, built upon those of the French Revolution, extended
into states conquered by his imperial armies. The French imposed constitu-
tions and state control over the appointment of clergy, standardized judicial
systems, and abolished ecclesiastical courts. Napoleon created new tax
structures, standardized weights and measures, ended internal customs bar-
riers, abolished guilds, and established state bureaucracies that were ex-
tensions of French rule in the “sister republics” founded by the Directory.
In addition to abolishing serfdom and proclaiming equality before the law
in Poland, the French occupation also ended residual peasant seigneurial
obligations (such as the requirement to provide labor services to the lord)
virtually everywhere, and abolished noble and ecclesiastical courts in north-
ern Italy and the Netherlands. The Napoleonic Code proclaimed freedom
of worship, and the French conquest of other European states, including
Baden, Bavaria, and the Netherlands, helped remove onerous restrictions on
Jews. But under pressure from French planters, Napoleon also reestablished
slavery in Haiti in 1802.

Yet Napoleon's success in implementing reforms varied from place to
place, depending on existing political structures, the degree of compliance
by local elites, and the international situation. In southern Italy, for exam-
ple, which Napoleon’s armies conquered relatively late and where the strue-
tures of state authority had always been particularly weak, the French
presence had little lasting effect. As the Napoleonic wave subsided, nobles
and clergy regained domination over the overwhelmingly rural, impoverished
local population.

Napoleon claimed from Saint Helena that he was trying to liberate Eu-
rope, but he had actually replaced the old sovereigns with new ones—
himself or his brothers. “If T conquered other kingdoms,” he admitted, “I did
50 in order that France would be the beneficiary.” Wagons returned from
Italy full of art and other treasures, which became the property of Napoleon
and his family, his marshals, or the state. French conquests helped awaken
nationalism in the German states and Spain.

To the writer Germaine de Stagl (1766—-1817), the daughter of the Swiss
banker Jacques Necker, Louis XVI's minister, Napoleon “regarded a human
being as an action or a thing . . . nothing existed but himself. He was an able
chess player, and the human race was the opponent to whom he proposed to
give checkmate.” In the end, his monumental ambition got the best of him.



About 2 million men served in Napoleon's armies between [oU> ana lols;
about 90,000 died in battle and more than three times that number subse-
quently perished from wounds or disease; over 600,000 were later recorded
as prisoners or “disappeared.” Reflecting in 1813, Napoleon put it this way:
“[ grew up on the battlefield. A man like me does not give 2 damn about the
lives of a million men.” Indeed, Napoleon's armies may have suffered as
many as 1.5 million casualties. The Napoleonic Wars killed about one in five
of all Frenchmen born between 1790 and 1795.

Napoleon’s final legacy was his myth, From Saint Helena, he claimed, “if
I had succeeded, I would have been the greatest man known to history.” The
rise of romanticism helped make the story of Napoleon, the romantic hero,
part of the collective memory of Western Europe after his death. Long after
Waterloo, peddlers of songs, pamphlets, lithographs, and other images glori-
fied Napoleon's life as earlier they had the lives of saints. “Ilive only for pos-
terity,” Napoleon once said. “Death is nothing, but to live defeated and
without glory is to die every day.” Rumors of his miraculous return to France
were persistent long after his death. So powerful was his legend that even
the most improbable seemed possible.

Of the changes in the post-Napoleonic period that profoundly trans-
formed the way Europeans lived, none arguably had more important social,
political, and cultural consequences than the Industrial Revolution. Having
begun in England in the middle decades of the eighteenth century, it accel-
erated in that country during the first decades of the nineteenth century. It
spread to Western Europe in particular, but affected regions in other
places as well. The Industrial Revolution and its critics would help shape
the modern world.



