A CLASSI

Laurent Jofftin lpoks at the paradoxes surrounding a man who has fascinated the French for two hundred years,

FHEMURE CLOSELY YOU LOOK L
the mvth, the more the puri-
fl(].‘((’}; ZLISTEESEIN N;ii)ﬁ)l(f(}ﬂ WIS
felr 1o the Age of the Enlight-
eutent vt bebd his people in

ancirow grips ire was e guardion off

the  Revehoion yedr Touwnded  a
dvnasty, He o wis w wha
reiains o Lero (o repoblicas France,

Napoleon regarded  ihe whaole
world ns oa theatre in which he was
plavwrigh,
divecior - even {nancizl backer, To
Wi, Bavope was o huilding site o
which he was demolition oxport,
architect amd stonemason, e saw
ather people as instrumenis of his
visions = s Hiss bigher he rose the
greater those visgons became.

e was alseo thie epitonie of 4 mod-
ern dictuor the world over Be
showed this Tn the way be tmposcd
Bis will on any sintion, o s chiards-
e in s resson, in bis conviction.
i his brocdioe in has e resobve 1o
came and o coniguer, in his cgoally
Herce determnnation 1o build, o
transforn, 1o create, i his benate
sense of aetor an Tos cuirageoush
grind sehemes and i his arention
to the tindest dewits, a wgether
these traits made forv aonule o w
continentd seale, and they resalied
botl i ehe Dalfilneent ol sonse of the
grandest ambitions over see, and o
hie mast widespreud  destrneiion
Eagrope was o exprevience hefore the

despot

sitnultancously AL,

Napeleon as First Consul, painted in
180% by Themaus Phillips (1770-1843).
The ariist was commissioned by the
Druke of Northwnberfand (o go to Parls

to painé Bonapurie's porerait Tollowing
the Treaty of Amiens,

tenticth cenfury,
Fe was also o model of a good dic
tion His despotism sas maindy an

enlightened one, The Faperar of

e Feench was — at feast soal the
exvesses ol his linal vears — o Carte-
siavi, & realist bownded by rudes. Fle
helivved  ovder wnd hard work as

chie fonngdaiions of gremmess. He
wunited to ussert the rule of bag, g
he daved 1o write the laws himnsell
The ends e atmoed for were driven
by iden of civilizaiion, but le was
oftern barbaric in the menos he
cmploved o achieve them. Mad he
woi b stiely Tofiy gouls, he would
soon Tnve Been relegdted 1o story's
frotize of Trorrors,

Althonad hie deeply compromised
the Revolutionaries” ideas of Hberty
and sdthough his incessane wars led
Lo the denths o well over o miilion
Erevich  sobdiers  and  civilians,
Napoleon Bonaparte renins lodged
by Frevceh memory as o mun with o
pyisston, the wan who restored the
state and cinhodied the Enligluen-
meend, As General Bonaparts o Lthe
1790, bewas, aned remaing, o hero of
tee Revolnton, mird as First Coasud
fre abiH wronses selmiration, Faed he
died  before  crowning himsell
Vaipervar in Decomber T80, lie
woulth be renembered as fondly as
George Wighinglon is inthe Uniled
States, When Nupoleoy is eritioized
today, i1 as g unhidnged despot of
Hits hnpuerial vears, the man whe
fnrroduces] the disastrons Continen-
1l Svseern send who adopied the garl
af monarchy,

The conp dviat of 18 Brumaire
{(Novembers 9the F794) that swept
sy he weak and cormpt Divectory
and Brought Napolean sy powdr,
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wight have been o peacetul one.
Qverahe previows vears the Revolu-
ton had effcctvely curned from a
demeeratic oo an aushorilarkn
vegime, alboi e o of awthorhari-
anisty eperated through consiitu-
vonal clumnels made up of new
notables. men of the Cenventlon
and mitionad worthics, Yot the coup
rarinto diTiculies, and  when
Napoicon adivessed the Couneil of
Five Hundred the follewing day, e
wits received so badly hie had o he
rescued by Muaran ad his grenadiers
who dispersed the depuiies. So the
poditical conp hecane somiliney one.

The AbLE Sievis, the Divectory

member who was Bonaparte’s chiel

assochiie i Brinaire, devised a new
consiition. The victorious general
dickin't reuch cave what sort of regime
owns, just so dong ax he himsell was
in chorge, Daring thie commission
setup o franme s fundamentas] Lows,
vne of the paricipanss began, "a
good venstitution shoald be briel
0 Bowspanie Tintshed the sentence
for hine o wd ebsoure”. Bur ihe
obscwrity’ seented clear enough o
the public, "Whadis in the constite-
goen:’ peaple asked. The aoswer
came stradght back, "Napoleon s
i

The Divectory was veplaced with
the three-man Consudare wik
Bonaparte, Sieves and Roger-lhicos
as constls, but al their st mceting,
Bonaparic ook the ehuie He didn’
relinguish i Tor THieen vears, aud
miace 11 s throne. Now he began 1o
ssue orders. effordessly owd inces-
santlv. His o ogifis nazed
ventporaries, Nupoleown was o dicne-
tor who speat sl bis e dictaring,

T
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Above: chaotic
seenes at the
Couneit of Five
Hundred in
November §789,
when, on trving
to dissolve the
Conineil,
Napoleon was
jostied and had
(o be rescued
by soldiers.
Right: The
Cocde Cloil

ol 180k
Nupoleon's
Hrealesy
achisvement.

On owaking e sunvise, he wend
slraighit o his bureae. and exhansted
his seoretaries with his anwavering
command, Write ilis!T His orders
were suethodical, precise. even repes
dtious, sooas 1o dispeld any confusion,
They ssued fron his swudy, fike sho
Lronm o cannon, refentess, burning
audd Bord as newly cast menll A
raght e coudd still be found in the
same place, hands clasped behind
his back, forehewd wrinkded, wolsiceo
crushed on his steeve — bat wiil his
inieid us clewr as it haed been ar davw,

b the vears of rhe Consulate
{79938 aware of Bis lavge areas
ol twnorance, he decided noihng
without irst taking adsice. mlerro-
wing advisers whom he selected for
their competence and who gave fim
thelr opinions, man o man, Bur
anee the decision hiad been tken,
the EXCCUIoNn Wil SAVage — wogo
beride any servant who was slow, who
lorwor i implenient or wha sried oo

digress from Dis orders, Anvone who
misinicrpreced the will of the masier
chicd no fast long.

By sheer forve of willl in oo
vears be untangled afliirs of soue
that neither e Convention nor the
Mrccraory ul been able 1o sesolve,
Flo slefented Austria s Marengo in
ESGO. ard nele peace with Britdn a
Amicus in 18302 vestorved inernal
order and babueed the budgen the
previous yeur he fud found o conv
promise with e Chuorch, accepting
tha Catholieism was the religion of
the pugjarity. of Frenchmen: aud
overall his administration was effi-
cient ancd honese, Finally, he ellecied
a slow but indisproable reconciiin
tion bistiveen the two halves of the

CODLE

EH

CIVIL

L

ration divided by the events of 17095
the dmigds hugan w rowrn while she
regicides wore given assmmnees lor
their saferv. To achieve all his
required exceptional energe and
Fathless vrganization,

Yer alongside his exiraordinary
pucity went imphcabie methods,
Firsi and oresnost wiss tho anger, nog
alwaws feigned, thar he folt shows
nsult and anjustice, which sometines
led hinn 1o behave oo maoiner moye
suited 1o the boring ring than to the
administeation of oskue, His minis-
fors might find themselves pusherd
around, even knocked ot o seitee:
rercived

funcoonaries dressinigs-
down, and seeretarios woere deafened
by Bis dinribes, One day, when he
darcd o contradict the master on a
tter, Admirsd
threatened with o horseswhip, Pale as
death, be taok w siep back and put
Iis hand on his sword — ihen an aide
mtervened,
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NAPOLEON: A CLASSIC DICTATQOR?

Napoteon's second technigue was Adter the fdled assansis sive: bemb exploded in
copression, Reprossion of the cone pation  attempt of the rie Satn-Nicuse
guered rervitories by ancans of the Decenber 24k, as Napodeon and

Josephine were on
theiry wav 1o the
opera,  a o huoe

arn - thronsho sy executions, FROO whey oo
vithages biened. opponents bnpris
cnvds and of Franee isell by means

ol e new polier forces, He loved Righit: Josephine dred  Jacobing
the police so wmuch that e serap a5 Fnipross. were exiled and
several separate forces, cuch orge painted in 1808 the rovidist sus-
nized toopy foommnipulate and o by Jean-Bapliste : pects Were (or
mrorm him abour evervibing fring Isahey. Below: - j vrec, and no
preal plots o minor uediseretions, Nupoleon's study che doubed
These  systemiie dinaneintions at Mahuaison, who gave  ihe
becmmne o stutdnrd nresns ol govern. Josephine's chdtean orders for this
e where Napoleon After the fuihve

The repression Was wiosi severy fived and worked us of the secund plol
fowards the twe Setions td e First Consul and 1o mrder hine n

P8Ik, the duc
o Fagliien,  scion of
the Condd Bonilv, was

aced fiiin — the facobins on ene <dide, Enperor uaiil their
wied e monmrchisis on the abien divaree in 1809,
; falselv wecused of conspiring
with the Drivish o ke over
Frunee, The doe was seized Trom
aeross Ue Bhine, quickdy iried el
execnted, inan episode which horvis
fred much of Euvope L reassieed
the men of the Revelarion by placiay
A corpse between Bonaparie and the
Bouwrbons, To this way methods more
suited o war were used in e
atienr o establish peaces echs
igues ef arbitrory government prage
tised iy re-cstablish the vale of L
Napoleon's third mcans of govero
miend wis s control of public opine
Ton i e Qe was minately
detailed vot everexpanding. Bonu:
parte buil up his own image wthe
samiie e as he rebuilt France - he
kept a elose eve on pewspapers, e
ares and fiwevatore, changed the
cneding of phws, wrote aricles lioe
sefl thsCwere published anonvions
Iy, conmmissioned painlings, stiies
and monments o his own glory, T
there is no yood  Hicratue in
Franee,” e onee wiote o Foughd,
ariniser of police, “the police depare
ment s 1o binme,” Koy 1o his sivie of
propaginida was woway of anmching
Fadschoods 1o rueh, He coninis-
stonied Baron CGros te padng hing
the hewd of the anek onthe bridge
i Areole in laly in P796, a moment
phiat established s reputaien inthe
fiededs when o fuct General A Sl
actaaily fed dhe ebayge, Moo i
Dravid patet hioy on aorearing horse
siding up the Great 35 Bernard Pass
- he had vidden up i onoa mde. The
canmipaign in kgypt though muddled
angl mirderons, was presenied s s
srisunph. The Bulleties ol the Graeds
Armde were viddled withe falsehoods:
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NAPOLEONT A {LASSIC DICTATOR?

Hving ke the Bulletns” becume o
Fvonrite saving among fis souldiors.

Nothing escaped Ris oagle eve, He
stlenced werors, exilod writers, sacked
Journalists. he dmprisencd club-
leaders, On one occoasion when he
Fearned thar priests were praising his
victories From the puidpis. e issued
an inmedinge ban, C0F T ler them
vonent onomy victovies, they will
comnsent ooy defeas)”

But uliinsiely, Bomaparie’s dicie
wrshin wis not Hke those of Cilignda
or Tiomr, Lindike e, he wanted o
create new fovins of legaling 1o gua-
andee the rule of reason, wnd 1o
estiblish s 1o power. Que phrase
shipsned np his dhinking, "lois essen-
tid o hopose e govermment shat
the peaple desire,” This s non «
pvpical tyrant speuking, and he realy
belicved he condd govern the pree
wivy counuy of Rurope jush as i
must profoundiy wishod, After en-
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dining revolntionare somvulsions far
Boevord anything dint e badd fmag-
ed o coudd conmroll avd wriwked
by tehal waves of bloody viadencr,
Framee now hingd o Bond o peding ol
cauitibriung,
poitied tsk o was 1o e the one 1o
fecnie this poin soud Bmpose itoon
thae vonng

He did oot ignose the et of cone
pramise. which fod him o solien,
with o Blond o concessions and

Napohean's  selfap

threais, the great fnvees josthng fov
pahtical and soviad power. The new
bBesrgeoisie, just as winichy as e eld
aristocriey, neoeded w Be glven jobs
el hogonrs, Hihe people were ws
ejovahe achievemenis of 1734, they
nevded sectrity ~ the aviginal aim of
the Revolution - as well as orden

By sedopting both bradis and
sultlen wo seek this ensly Hhens was
suertficed. Whnen he wiete his meme
airs o St Felenin Napeleon would

Abover The Legion d' Honnewr, s order
insthged w1862 fwr Frenchmen who
Tiad acted ravely on the baitleliekd or
had sevved civil Frances a few years later
itveas opened fo people of wf nutions
and by 181 25,000 people were

members, Lefi: the workaholic emperor,

pamied ia 181 by Pietro Benvenulti.

explabn how o happened, We weree
caming out of o civib war he saids
without an inflexible authoriy, o
would have heen inpossible (o stabi-
hize France, or to avoid a reiorn e
ferTor

Boefore he conld become a guide
for the Frenelh siadon, he had o be
its awrbiten A member o no pavey bul
by w positen o deminate all paries,
Le sought a astional role and gov-
criveedd Nrom  the ceawre. Thence
derived the innumeralde oivil and
religious  arrangemenis  that he
posed on the vival factions: thenee
arase Bis obsession with vestoring the
state, with justice, J"n"nii[?c:‘ aned schimin-
istration. Throughy these instrumenis
e soughi o baild anew order for
society that had bheen wo rebellious,
aigd B ried to reassure the citlzens
that political passions onoe aronsed
coukd now be contained, and @ prop-
cr rangquiliity coubld be esimblished
within which the potential of Frepch
suciety could puly Hlourish,

He did rude arbitearily, in 1he
sense thas e hixed plebiscires, ve-
wrohe the consutetion ol his own dise
cretion wd produced his
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NAPOLEON, A CLASSIC DICTATOR?

decrees. Bt he lelt his subordinates
with a punctbous respect for the law
Orre day he leared that a general,
weting on bis own didtiarive, bod
decided that e needed no manddae
o sewredy the property of somie peas
anits spected of brigandage, This
sisdentennouy was wen with w venge-
fal mssive from the Emperor, in
which e ordercd the military 1o
retuva 1o havmcks and submit inune-
diately o eivil The
Vonperor himsell might aot swrbitac-
b, Ty others hadh 1o obey the law.

anthorities,

There was o be a single master of

Fravwee, bur un petly wyranis, Fhe
Civil Code, wiicls he iatroduced
1304, was his provdest achiovement:
the  Toaondmsion  of  institutions
destgned o ensire his fondest wish.

Howas o soldier passionate For civil-
s buasiness, noel 1 he msaede war, i
was oitly in order 1o be able o goy-
ern beter,

Pl migh bowve stopped there, B
the hew e ihe Enlighienoyent was
alzo the embodiment of the excess
and the folly of Romantcisio, Ouoee
crowned Emperor, deunk on his vies
torics, he abandoned his own searveh
o cquilibrivm, The end of his redgn
wits the era of great imistakes, His
propagminda became obsessive, with
the change of the calendar - in 1805
he proclaimed  the Toast of "Sain
Nuapoleon” oo his bhirthday, August
P5eh, andd he hidlicied an himperial
carechism  on chiddren,  Millory
deleats becume o fone of buichery,
aned e utrer coldness of his hean
felt him inditferent 1o the sulfering
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for which he was responsible, The
constistion  becamo  evelr more
authoritarian, and the occasional
voices of eriticism were snulled out,

Now he created 2 new nobility,
and sucaunibed o his dynastic obses-
siong which Ted him o place mom-
bers ol his Tamily on dhrenes soross
Europe. He became entively iuransi-
gentand refused o disten wo advice.
His diring turned o presumption
andd his proclamations grew over
wiore wranditoguent, Al dhis made
him  appear a despet wirthout
resgraint, The very qualities thae had
once broaght him resounding sue-
cesses now, as his fortine began o
dwindie, led ine o great disasters
and cruely, especiatly in Spain, Rus-
sta und Gormany, His dictating now
beenune a kind of deliviim, a Favions
Banentation ona lost greamess, The
rational science ol srateay was aban-
doned b the pursub of w stricedy pers
sonal addventre.

Now be resembled all diciaiors at
the bloody monwent of thelr nenesis,
I the dark days of 1814 the despaot
had to highi alone, facing the hosiili-
ty of all those whom he bad con-
quered and bamilinted Tn e search
For gloey and riches.

His Bl restored some resiraint wo
i, and he returmed from Eiba
Dspired by the failures ol his eoe-
mies. Whess he ook up the reins of
power again, he adopted the spivit of
of compromise in the Ade Adeditionnel

After the falk painging by Past Delaroche.

The disasters of war unleashed by
Napoleon and engraved by Gaova,

v Constitations de Fwpive, o hals
anced adjustonent o tie constiution
construcred with the help of the ib-
eval theorist Beajnnin Constant, o
man who previoushy had bitterly
resisted Nupolean's appetice for moe
vial glory and arbirrare rule. Bat i
was oo larel Lurope sww B old
nightmwre returoing, and when the
dictator Telt i necessary o go on the
attack noce agam, hie got no further
than the deadly slopes of Mont-Saine

Jeandin [ront of e vitluge of Water

toa, The FHundred Davs, the muost
faseinaing of the whole Napoleonic
era for Frances incredible switch-
back of fortuine, coukl nou rescue his
reginme fron the disasters of the pre-
VIS Vs,

Dictaier  for  sisieen
Nupoleon endures in dhe Freneh
spivit Lo centaries later, The pare-
doxes have woven a kind of spell
despite the blood wnd the death,
despite the wars and the repressinn,
his asie for eule and his mania for
budiding have mmeant that rhe desp
s seen as the Favourite dictaror of
the Fronch republic,
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